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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
In September we were visited by a delegation from Corby Borough Council, who wanted to discuss how this parish
council interacts with other agencies, particularly regarding Neighbourhood Policing.
This was a most useful meeting, and the visitors (all eight of them!) seemed impressed with our processes. They
acknowledged that we were significantly ahead of them in a number of areas, especially the close working
relationship we have with Milton Keynes Council and Thames Valley Police. The fact that TVP occupy part of the
first floor of our parish office as our tenants really came as an eye opener to them!!
Also in September, Cllr Keith Thomas, Chairman of our Planning & Environment Committee, and I, were invited to
an important consultation for a major new development around Newton Longville, south of the Bottledump
Roundabout, on Standing Way (A421). This will consist of 5,390 dwellings, plus shops, schools, and local
employment opportunities. By any measure, this is a huge project which will result in a new community around
half the size of this parish. Interestingly, this project lies wholly inside the boundary of Aylesbury Vale District
Council, so Council Tax will not be paid to Milton Keynes Council; a matter which may be the subject of further
negotiation!!
I raised the question of increased traffic on Standing Way, and was somewhat dismayed to learn that a traffic
assessment had yet to be undertaken. Considering that over 2,000 houses in total will be built in Tattenhoe Park
and Kingsmead South in the near future, making over 7,000 overall, traffic on the A421 and other adjacent grid
roads, is going to grind to a halt.
Even though this development is not in this parish, we will continue to take an active interest in what’s going on.
Watch this space!

David Livingstone
Chairman

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite Westfriers).

Full Parish Council
Dec 14th

Jan 25th(10)

Feb 22nd(10)

Mar 22nd(10)

Community Committee
Dec None

Jan 11th(10)

Feb 8th(10)

Mar 8th(10)

Planning & Environment Committee
Dec 7th
Jan 4th(10)
Feb 1st(10)
Mar 1st(10)
Members of the public are welcome to any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the
Clerk on 01908 521528 beforehand to check that there have not been
any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Rosemary Drewett (Lib Dem)
Gerald Small (Conservative)

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes South West
Dr Pyllis Starkey MP
Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050

Can We Help You
Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of this page.

☺ Did You Know?
Father Christmas has two addresses, one
in Edinburgh and one at the North Pole.
Letters addressed to ‘Toyland’ or
‘Snowland’ go to Edinburgh, those
addressed to ‘The North Pole’ go there
because it does exist!!!

For advertising details, contact the clerk on 01908 521538 To contribute to the Community News, please write to:The Clerk, Shenley Brook end & Tattenhoe Parish Council, 6 Wimborne Cres., Westcroft District Centre Milton Keynes MK4 4DE.
You can email us at:- clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk and Visit our website at:- www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council does not endorse any goods or services advertised in the Community News or subscribe to, or endorse
any political party.
FINAL COPY DATE: February 1st 2010 - Anything received after this date may not be accepted for the next issue
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Meet Two New Parish Councillors
Hello, my name is
Natasha Leonards and
I live in Shenley
Brook End. At the
moment I am a stayat-home mum with
three children aged
10, 8 and 19 months.
I felt that it would be
great to somehow get
involved in the local
community and it was actually my husband who
suggested joining the Parish Council.
Having attended several meetings I could see
that some really important local issues are
resolved and that perhaps I could offer the
perspective of a young family. I now look
forward to getting involved and hopefully
improving the quality of life for us all!

Firstly may I say how
pleased I am to be
appointed to the Parish
Council.
Although I am known
by most people as
Margaret (Maggie)
Walton, my name is
actually Margaret
Geaney, as I was
married in May this
year to Kevin Geaney.
I have lived in the
same house in Furzton for 24 years, going from
new resident and mother of young children to,
as I am now, an OAP.
I was employed by Milton Keynes Council for
several years, so have seen the problems of
residents from both sides.
As much as I am able I look forward to serving
and giving back to the local community which
has given so much to me and my family in the
past.

☺ Did You Know? 7.6 million Christmas trees are bought each year!!!
☺ Did You Know? 10 million turkeys are eaten each Christmas!!!
Parking Improvements in
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
For the last three years, your parish council has been
seeking to improve residential parking at the western
end of Faraday Drive, just up from Caroline Haslett
School.
Thanks to the intervention of Ward Councillor Jenni
Ferrans, we can now report that a positive solution
has been achieved.
Five parking spaces will be created by making a long
lay-by on the grass verge, where Faraday Drive bends
left, towards Osier Lane and the V3 Fulmer Street.
Work is planned to start before Christmas, at a cost of
£14,000. The parish council is contributing £7,000,
and the balance will be funded by Milton Keynes
Council.
This is something of a breakthrough, and we hope
that residents will find the new facility a big
improvement.
Jenni Ferrans has worked very hard on this project,
and deserves much appreciation for this successful
outcome.
Well done Jenni!

David Livingstone
Chairman
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Parish Warden’s
Report
Dog Fouling Update
In the last Community News I wrote an article
about dog mess and I have received a good
response from people around the Parish reporting
problems in their area; for example, people are not clearing up after
their dogs or putting the result in a plastic bag and throwing it in a
bush. I have visited areas that have been reported to me and will
continue to speak to people about the responsibilities of dog owners
I have passed information on to MKC Enforcement Officers regarding
areas that are heavily littered and they will try to catch people
littering and issue fixed penalty notices. It is unacceptable to leave
your dog mess and dumping a bag is just as bad.
Most dog owners are responsible and do clear up after their dog but
it is the minority that ruin it for everyone. If you do find areas
where this is an issue please try to give me as much information as
you can about times of day, where the incident happened and if
known, who it is and what type of dog. If you’re not comfortable
contacting me then you can contact Milton Keynes Council
anonymously and report the issue; but again providing as much
information as possible. If the name of someone who has not been
clearing up has been provided then MKC can send a warning letter.
This is normally enough to get most people clearing up after their
dog.
There are lots of issues I try to deal with around the parish ranging
from regular items such as dumped rubbish, broken glass, graffiti,
dumped cars as well as dog fouling. If you have an issue or anything
you would like to discuss please contact me and if I can’t help I will
try to find out who can and point you in the right direction.
You can contact me via email warden@sheleybrookend-pc.gov.uk or
on 07970902357

Mark Webber
Parish Warden

Parish Councillors Support Local Campaigning Group for People
with Muscular Dystrophy and Related Neuromuscular Conditions
In October 2009, local parish councillors Iain Stewart and Chris Williams
spoke at a meeting in Milton Keynes organised by the Muscular Dystrophy
Campaign.
More than 60,000 people in the UK have muscular dystrophy or a related
muscle disease, including some 230 people in the borough of Milton Keynes.
These are rare or very rare conditions, and include Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy, Spinal Muscular Atrophy, Myotonic Dystrophy, Limb Girdle
Muscular Dystrophy, Facioscapulohumeral Muscular Dystrophy, and
Myasthenia Gravis and over sixty other conditions.
Muscle diseases weaken and/or waste muscles. They can cause lifelong
disability and/or premature death. The conditions can be inherited or
acquired and can affect people of all ages, backgrounds and nationalities.
There are currently no cures and without multi-disciplinary care most patients
and their families experience a further reduction in quality of life and for
some conditions, shortened life expectancy.
Too many people with muscle disease experience poor services – with long
waiting times for specialist appointments, difficulties in accessing ongoing
physiotherapy and hydrotherapy and battles with social care and wheelchair
services. To fight for better support and care, the South Central Muscle
Group was set up in May 2009 for people living in Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. The Muscle Group
was set up by, and is supported by, the Muscular Dystrophy Campaign.
The Muscle Group members also help to provide peer support and advice for
each other, and help to make living with a rare muscle condition easier.
If you would like to get involved, or any further information, please do get in
touch with Alexandra Crampton from the Muscular Dystrophy Campaign on
0207 803 2865 or a.crampton@muscular-dystrophy.org
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Community Committee
Report
We live in a most splendid corner of the world! On our doorstep we
have parkland, a stream that runs the entire length of Furzton,
Emerson Valley and Tattenhoe, numerous play areas for our children
and, of course, Furzton Lake. The Parish Council does not take all
this natural beauty lightly! We are constantly talking with residents
and organisations such as the Parks Trust about ways to enhance our
large Parish. We have our very own Parish Warden, Mark Webber, who
has been seen by many of you, striding the width and length of our
‘patch’, dealing with litter, graffiti and all those things that would
detract from your enjoyment of life here. Recently, six people, who
had been ordered to perform unpaid community service, collected
over 80 sacks of rubbish from around our Parish. Much of what was
collected will be recycled. The group was supervised by Thames
Valley Police as part of a crackdown on anti-social behaviour. This is
just one of the many ways in which we endeavour to preserve the
local scenery that we all so much enjoy.
Another way in which your Parish Council tries to help improve our
quality of life is by giving grants to local groups and organisations.
There are many local people who work hard to provide services to a
wide number of residents. If you run a local group or club, please
come and talk to us, to see if there is any way in which we can assist
you and your fellow helpers to develop your work in our Parish.
If this report seems briefer than normal, my only excuse is that I
have just taken over as Chair of our Community Committee – I hope
to have even more to tell next time!

Chris Williams
Chairman

Planning & Environment
Committee Report
Since the last Community News the Planning & Environment
Committee has considered over 20 new planning applications.
Concern was voiced over a multiple occupancy application in
Kingsmead and the application was subsequently turned down
by Milton Keynes Council.
As David Livingstone has observed elsewhere in this issue, we
have good relations with the planning authorities and we were
pleased this autumn to have the opportunity to comment on
the proposed new sports pavilion at Westcroft. Our committee
was unanimous in welcoming the plan in principle but felt
that the initial design had significant drawbacks. We were
subsequently consulted at an early stage on draft revised
designs which it is hoped will be available in the near future
for formal comment.
David Livingstone and I have been keeping a 'watching brief'
on the Strategic Development Plan – Seldon Chase, which is a
proposal for over 5,000 houses on the Newton Longville side
of the A421. As such it is not within our remit as it is outside
our parish. It has been noted however that there could be
serious traffic implications on the A421,between the
Bottledump and Whaddon roundabouts.
Allotments continue to exercise the committee on a number of
issues, particularly with regard to tenancy agreements which
were inherited from Milton Keynes Council and need updating.
A working party has been convened to review the agreements
and bring them up to date as soon as possible. It was also felt
that there would be considerable value in encouraging
individual allotment sites to nominate a spokesperson to liaise
with the Allotments Officer on issues of concern. Watch this
space!

Keith Thomas

Chairman Planning & Environment Committee
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Bright Ideas for Edison
Square
Do you use or live near Edison Square in Shenley Lodge? Want
to help beautify your local area?
Residents want to attract more wildlife to the park, and also
feel that it needs more flowers to create colour throughout the
year. The two are linked - flowers are vital to attract insects,
which in turn attract birds and other wildlife.
Several projects and activities are planned by the Parish
Council working with Milton Keynes Council. We hope local
residents will want to join in, both volunteering in practical
ways and helping to care for the “results”.
•
•

•

Spring bulbs and native shrubs will be planted in the
woodland on Saturday 5th December, 10.30am to 1pm.
Everyone is welcome to come and help—trowels provided.
The ‘run-down’ shrub-bed on the park edge (near the
pergola) will be restored as a community wildlife garden.
Come along on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th December—
10.30am to 1pm. to plant buddleias, lilacs and other
flowering shrubs. Bring a spade and gloves if you can.
Caroline Haslett School will host a bird and bat-box
workshop for children and parents in National Nest-box
Week (14- 21 February). The boxes will be put up in the
oak woodland which is a unique feature of the park. If
you are a parent, please come and help—the school will
announce the exact date.

This is just the start. The pergola itself will be repaired,
repainted and the roses replanted. And next year a ‘pictorial
meadow’ of vibrant flowers will brighten up the park entrance.
You may have seen the stunning one on Brickhill St near the
Open University.
Please tell your Parish Councillor if you have any other ideas
for Edison Square—or any other park near you. It might be:
•
•
•
•

More seats or picnic tables in the shade of the trees?
a bird (and squirrel!) feeding area?
a pond?
a barbecue area?

For more information about volunteer events contact Chris
Coppock at Milton Keynes Council, MK252590 or
chris.coppock@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Pink Sacks
A Reminder that pink sacks are available
for collection at the Parish Office for
anyone who wants them. It’s a good idea
to call 521538 first to make sure staff are
available.

☺ Did You Know?
The first Christmas tree lights were
invented in 1895 by an American called
Ralph Morris.
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL, WHAT’S IT FOR?
This is the second in a series of articles aimed at providing residents with an insight into parish council activities.
PLANNING
The parish council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications in the parish. This
means that the two Planning Authorities, Milton Keynes Council and Milton Keynes
Partnership, are legally obliged to provide full details of all planning applications received,
and to take note of any observations or objections that we may have.
Importantly, we do not have the power to reject any planning application. That power rests
with the two Planning Authorities. However, where we do have concerns about a particular
application, both Planning Authorities take our comments seriously, and on most occasions
they agree with the objections that we have made. This is an encouraging situation, and it’s
been brought about because we do not object to applications for trivial or insignificant
reasons. Only when we have a major issue, do we formally object, and as a consequence both
Planning Authorities recognise that they ought to listen to us.
We see a wide range of planning applications every month.
From a straightforward
application for an extension to a single dwelling, to a major application involving 2,000
houses in Tattenhoe Park, we get to see them all.
We are also consulted on major
developments well before the formal application is submitted. This is very helpful, as it enables us to comment constructively
on a range of issues which are revealed in the proposal. On a number of occasions we have been successful in persuading
developers to modify their plans. This saves them time and money, and by altering their plans the risk of having the formal
application refused is reduced.
So what planning issues cause us concern? Here’s a short selection of some of the matters that we regularly consider.
PRIVACY. Does the planned development overlook other residents’ property?
STREET SCENE. Does the design fit in with adjacent properties?
PARKING. Is existing off-street parking being sacrificed?
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY. Does the application suggest a conversion into more than one dwelling?
If you are considering extending your house, then you would be most welcome to come along to our Planning & Environment
Committee meeting, and talk us through your plans when the application is being considered.

DAVID LIVINGSTONE
Chairman

Clearsight Opticians
01908 504740
• NHS & Private Eye tests
• All Types Of Contact Lenses
• Budget & Designer Frames
• VDU Screening
• Free Car Parking
11 Barnsdale Drive, MK4 4DD
‘The Mall’ Westcroft District Centre
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Dog Bin Locations
Shenley Lodge
Paxton Crescent- Old Beams
Edison Square - Faraday Drive
Cadman Sqaure

Furzton
Barleycroft - footpath by allotments
Cheriton - Loughton Brook
Kingsbridge - Loughton Brook
Blackmoor Gate
Challacombe - play area
Dulverton Drive West- Loughton Brook
Dulverton Drive East - Loughton Brook
Dulverton Drive North local park/retail
centre
Lynmouth Crescent- Sports Pavilion
Lynmouth Crescent- car park Furzton Lake
Furzton Lake - Lakeside

Shenley Brook End
Church End Road - village green
Garthwaite Crescent- allotments
Garthwaite Crescent- play area
Egerton Gate - Cressey Avenue
Rosecomb Place

Emerson Valley
Hareden Croft- play area
Wenning Lane - Mound car park
White Horse Drive/Birchen Lee
Priors Park - Loughton Brook
Emmett Close

Tattenhoe
Howe Park Wood car park
Hengistbury lane - cricket square
Holborn Crescent- Loughton Brook (1)
Holborn Crescent- Loughton Brook (2)
Plymouth Grove

Kingsmead
Childs Way -Saltwood Ave (Oxley Park)
Childs Way - entrance to N Bucks Way
Carisbrooke Way

Westcroft
Cranborne Avenue -main entrance to field
Cranborne Avenue - car park (lamp CP6)
Frampton Grove
Powis Lane - H6 redway junction
Stourhead Gate - H6 redway junction

Litter Bin Locations
Shenley Lodge
Edison Square - play area Faraday Drive entrance
Edison Square - play area southwest entrance

Furzton
Shirwell Crescent- lake car park
Dulverton Drive - park entrance to mound

Shenley Brook End
Cressey Avenue - play area
Church End Road - village green
Alpine Croft - open field
Welsummer Grove - play area
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Emerson Valley
Sykes Croft - play area
Hareden Croft - play area
Rusland Circus - play area
Manifold Lane - play area

Tattenhoe
Langerstone Lane - play area
St Giles Car park
Hengisbury Lane - red way

Westcroft
Cranborne Avenue - rear entrance
playing field
Hidcote Drive - pond
Bretby Chase
Killerton Close

Winter 2009
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Reports from a Parish
Council - A Christmas
Fairy Story?!
Any similarity with SBEPC, or with people or
places are purely ………well, decide for
yourself!!
New Premises
Designs for the new building were discussed at the recent
meeting. The architects are keen to incorporate Ionic pilasters
and corbels onto the front aspect, along with Doric columns
and pediments, and maybe a dentil moulding and plaster relief
frieze around the windows.
It was felt that the crenelated battlements would define this as
a signature building in the urban landscape.
No further work on the interior layouts can begin until the feng
shui consultant has made an initial assessment, although after
careful consideration it was decided to blow the entire windfall
(pun intended) brought about through the sell-off of Windcroft
(see below), on soft furnishings.

Reports from the Gridsquares
Windcroft
This grid square has been re-named after being sold off to a
European Energy company. As we speak, the residents are
seeing the first raft of wind turbine installations being fitted to
their houses. Concerns about noise have been allayed by the
power company’s revelation that, by changing the pitch and
attack angle of the blades, the turbines can be made to play
different tunes. Requests for popular songs will be considered

Everton Valley
Designated as the area for obscure sports (a forward thinking
‘coup’ by the Borough Council with possible future global
warming in mind) saw the delivery of 400 tons of sand for the
beach volleyball court being planned for the local park, in
anticipation of a possible venue for the Olympics.
All the soil being dug out for this pitch is being cleverly reused to triple the size of the Everton Valley mound, along with
the addition of some rocky outcrops, heather and gorse bushes.
This is to placate a couple of irate fell-walkers who complained
bitterly to the Council that their particular leisure needs were
not being met.
A further development is announced whereby a
decommissioned cruise liner will be hauled up Everton Brook
and permanently moored by the play area. This is to allow one
resident the chance to play deck quoits, another sport where
the provision of local amenities has sadly been overlooked.

Swampy Pond End
The Council’s offer to stage regular Bog-Snorkelling
competitions has resolved the on-going saga of the village
pond. The generous amount of money received for putting on
these competitions will be used to restore the pond to its
original condition, i.e. a muddy puddle, - so no change there,
then…….

Kingsmug North
As always, the residents in Kingsmug North have been very
active. Their funding request for a pair of stocks is yet to come
before the Community Committee, but public humiliation for
those errant residents who don’t mow their lawns at least once
a week might just be the only answer. Witness that one
resident had already had to be reprimanded for putting
diagonal stripes in his lawn as opposed to the KNRC approved
horizontal or vertical variety.
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Residents have been successful in blocking a proposed
conservatory from being built over a mile away in neighbouring
Windcroft. This was due to their insistence that if one of their
members was up a ladder painting the gable end of his house
or adjusting his TV aerial at 3.41pm on September 14th, the
angle of the sun’s rays striking the glass roof of the
conservatory could reflect back, causing the poor resident to be
blinded by the glare and possibly topple off the ladder. The
Health and Safety implications of allowing this reckless
reflection cannot be allowed to go unchallenged.

Phurstown
Local residents have been putting requests into the Council to
supply CD players, IPods and all manner of musical equipment
due to the lack of any form of music coming from MKBowel, the
neighbouring concert venue. This stems from a growing number
of complaints from people who have been sitting out in their
back gardens all summer and not being able to hear anything.
So bad has this silence been, that there has been talk of
getting the pylons and power cables put back over the estate, at least you could hear them buzzing…….!

Tattandhow
Some real blue-sky, out of the box forward thinking has been
applied to the allotments. The problems of weed suppression,
the upkeep of footpaths, issues with livestock, bonfires etc
will all be solved at a stroke when the whole area is flooded
and turned over to hydroponic culture. Just imagine the scene
as the sun sets over the rice paddy field with a few grazing
water buffalo dotted around………

Nevik Krepsin
Council Jester

Garden Potterings with
Ginnie
My gardening year.
This year has been one of extremes, snow at the beginning of
the year and then a very dry August, both of which contributed to
some highs and lows.
My garden comes to life in March/April when, as I have a
greenhouse, I sow my annual flower seeds. I used to grow
everything from seed but I now find it more reliable to buy some,
such as Pelargonium’s (geraniums) and fuchsias as plugs and
grow them on in the greenhouse. Runner beans and leeks are
also grown from seed in the greenhouse.
The vegetables were a big success, notably beetroot, runner
beans, leeks, carrots & parsnips. It was also a good year for
apples with my small tree which is a James Grieve self pollinator
having over a hundred large fruits despite being only 6feet high.
I also had a great
success with a new
small tomato which
I grew from seed
called Gartenpearl.
This is an outdoor
trailing cherry
tomato, and
produced hundreds
of small fruits
which my
grandchildren were
eating for weeks.
The annual flowers
were not so good
this year as by August the petunias and lobelia had finished their
first flush of flowers and the cold wind had stopped the formation
of the buds for the second flush. They looked so sad I decided

Winter 2009
on drastic action which I had never tried before, and cut them
back to 2 inch stems. The results were amazing, by mid
September they had started to grow strong new shoots and they
flowered beautifully on into November. The photo was taken on
31st October showing how well they did.
My ‘failure’ may be my pots of grasses and bamboos which
during September dried out too much and all had gone brown. I
have left them for the Winter as the seed heads will create an
interest in the garden through the frosts and help feed the birds
and bugs. I say “may be” a failure as I plan to cut them down
to an inch or so in early March and hopefully they may send up
new shoots.
Plants are expensive so I try to propagate my own. I don’t
always stick by the rules with gardening and over the years
have learned some useful tips by just “having a go”.
My top tips are:1. The photo of my hydrangea shows it in all its glory but
underneath there were a lot of non flowering shoots. I pulled
them off with a heel (jargon for a sharp pull downwards which
pulls part of the main stem off with the cutting) I put these
around the edge
of a pot full of
general purpose
compost, six to a
pot, and kept
them on the
window sill in the
utility room. After
two to three
weeks I could
see that the
cuttings were
growing. When I
checked, they
had formed good
strong roots. I now have lots of baby hydrangeas ready to plant
out next spring.
2. Pelargonium’s (Geraniums), I have found, root very easily if
you again take a heeled cutting and remove most of the leaves.
It’s difficult to find non flowering shoots so I just take the flower
buds off as well. Just pop them in water in a jam jar or similar
and ensure that you have at least two of the nodes (where
leaves have been removed ) under the water. After a couple of
weeks you will have lots of roots on them and will be able to pot
them on to make small house plants during the winter and go
out into the garden when the weather is warm enough.
Previously I have done this in August from bright red geraniums
and by Christmas they make a very good seasonal display and
again save money instead of buying poinsettias.
I am not a professional just an enthusiastic amateur who in the
past has attended courses in Garden Design and Parks &
Garden Horticulture at Wrest Park College.
If you have any tips especially money saving ideas you would
like to share with others please let me know by email at
clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk or by post at the Parish
Office and we will put the best into a future Community News.

Meal for Two Prize Winner
Congratulations to Phil Stones of Emerson Valley, winner of
our prize draw. - ENJOY!
The response to our questionnaire was most encouraging and
not only helped to establish the effectiveness of our new
distributors but also provided some very useful ideas for
future editions, some of which you may notice we have
included in this issue. Keep the ideas coming!

Answer to scrambled words:
SANTA, PRESENT TINSEL STAR
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Coffee & Flu Jabs!
Brenda Jenner, a member of the Westcroft Surgery
Patients Group, seen here offering a welcome cup
of coffee to Gillian & Keith Thomas on their visit to
the surgery for their winter flu jabs, was keen to
recruit new volunteers.
The Group, which meets twice a year in the
evening, is
made up of
volunteers
from the local
community
who are keen
to help
patients
influence the
way local
healthcare is
organised and
delivered.
If you feel you
have
something to contribute why not contact Olive
Carr, the Practice Manager at Westcroft Health
Centre to find out more - after all it’s your health
centre !

Shenley Brook End Village Hall
Quiz Night
The latest Shenley Brook End quiz was another successful event with
a packed village hall as usual.
In keeping with tradition, the quiz was set by members of the
winning team from the previous quiz. Most of the rounds were set by
Councillor Rosemary Drewett and Martin Snell with one round
contributed by Sue Moss and the picture round was put together by
John Napper. This round
used a different approach
to normal, with 50 pictures
representing events from
each of the last 50 years.
Contestants simply had to
put a year to each picture
so there was no excuse not
to have an answer for each
picture. Getting the correct
answers proved less easy
but the scores suggested
that this worked quite well
with several teams scoring between 30 and 40.
Other rounds covered subjects as diverse as Films, Sport, Food &
Drink and Milton Keynes which proved to be more difficult than you
might think.
As usual fish & chips (from Westfriers in Westcroft) were served half
way through and a raffle was held at the end.
The winning team was 'The (In)Famous Five', who will set the
questions next time. They were reduced to three on this occasion but
clearly that was not a problem.
Anybody who has not previously taken part in this quiz but would like
to have a go should contact Geraldine on 01908 867107 for details of
the next event which will be Saturday 30th January 2010.
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Furzton Youth Club – Improving Your Estate
The Furzton youth club has been running for just over seven months now and we have seen a good number of young people
attending our sessions and enjoying the fun we provide. Using Furzton Sports Pavilion we are able to use a wonderful outside
space during the nice weather offering football, rounders, cricket, and other sports. Now we are in the
darker winter months we are offering a chance to come down, interact with the youth team, chat with
other members, play on the ‘Wii’, have a game of pool, board games, and loads more activities.
We have also asked members of the group to help in the crime
prevention around the building by painting out graffiti and
clearing rubbish. I would like to thank two young people,
Lewis Woods and Yusuf Benalla, who volunteered to paint out
graffiti that appeared on the building recently and did a
fantastic job. When I first started as parish youth worker every
external wall of this building was covered with graffiti and
damage. It is our aim as users of the building that we now
keep it graffiti free and ensure it does not once again become
a targeted building reflecting negatively on the estate.
These sessions are continuous all year round and are available for all young people
aged 10-16 every Tuesday between 4.30-6.30pm at Furzton Pavilion. Just pop down
and meet the team.

Healthy Activities provided by the Parish Council
The Parish Council is currently running three active sports sessions every week throughout the winter. These sessions offer a great
chance for young people to keep active throughout the dark winter months, meet new people, and also build some new skills.
On Wednesdays we use the Astroturf at Shenley Brook End School between 5-6pm to provide a football session for young men in
school years 7-11. This is an hour-long organised games session and we have a maximum number of 24 spaces for attendees on a
first come first served basis. Dependant on numbers we will organise one large 2 sided game using the full area. If numbers are
high then we split those who attend into four teams (maximum of six aside) and play a round robin system where teams play each
other across the two smaller pitches.
On Thursdays we use Tattenhoe’s large and impressive Astroturf between 5-6pm and run a ‘come and play‘ fun football session for
all young people aged 8-18 years. This session allows us to split the age groups and have a number of games going on at once.
This session gives young people a chance to experience a traditional street football-style game in a safe
environment with supervision from youth team staff who challenge bad language and poor behaviour.
Neither of these sessions is aimed at coaching or football discipline but offer a much more relaxed aim,
improving the social skills of the young people who attend.
We also run a basketball session every Monday from October to April between 5.30-6.30pm coached by the
Mk Lions Player Irmantas Griksas who joined the team this year and has had a great impact. These
sessions are run on a relaxed training style for all young people aged 11-18 years and are just £1 a
session (first session free). Over the course of the season this team will be involved in two inter parish
tournaments at the home of the Mk Lions where they will be playing in matches against other parishes.
They will have a Subway lunch and then get free tickets to see the MK Lions professional game afterwards.
We have run this session over the past two years and it has given many young people a chance to enjoy
the wonders of live basketball as well as experiencing competing as part of a
team. Just come a long and join the fun at any of these sessions and have a
chat with the staff.

Youth Leadership in the Parish
During the October half term 30 young people took part in some fun training centred on teaching
youth leadership. The aim of the two day training event was to engage young people in games,
activities and challenges that extended their understanding of leadership and what skills it takes to be
a good leader. Participants who were interested in getting involved in community work came from a
mixed background, mainly attending Giles Brook, Hazeley, and Shenley Brook End Schools. The training
concluded with five teams competing for their ideas to be the focus of a future UFA learning day
during the February half term. These will be planned and implemented by the young people
themselves.
This event was organised and delivered by a partnership
team involving Parish Youth Leader Andy Ridgway, staff
from Milton Keynes Councils Extended Services Team,
and the Re.academy youth group Leader. The ethos for this training is in the style
of UFA (University for the First Age) teaching, using different learning styles and
focusing on Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic (VAK) skills. UFA gives those young
people who do not excel or enjoy traditional teaching methods a chance to find an
interest and learn in a more relaxed atmosphere. Look out for information on the
half term activities which this group will be offering via our website
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
For more information on any of these activities contact Andy via email on
youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk or phone 07970 902570

Andy Ridgway

Youth Leader
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Kids Corner☃
Have fun with these Christmas word
games and activities!

Can you unravel these scrambled letters to
find some well known Christmas words?

TANSA RESPNET
NTISLE RSAT

(Tip: You could help younger readers by telling them
the first letter) Answers on page 11.

HO! HO! HO!
Q:WHAT DO YOU CALL AN OLD SNOWMAN?

A:WATER!!

Q:WHAT HIDES IN A BAKERY AT CHRISTMAS?
A:A MINCE SPY!!
Q:WHAT DO YOU GET IF YOU CROSS A
SNOWMAN WITH A VAMPIRE?
A:FROSTBITE!!
Look for 6 smiley faces

☺ on

the other pages to

find some interesting Christmas facts!

Win a book token!
Here is the start of a Christmas story,
complete it in about 200 words and send your

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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entry with your name, age & address to the
Parish Office by Friday 8th January 2010 and
have a chance to win a prize.
The best entry will receive a book token for
£20 and the two runners up £10 book tokens.
Upper age limit 14 years. The winning entries
will be posted on the parish website. Good
Luck! :‘Joe and Alice were so excited to wake up to a
snowy morning, even better than that though,
it was the first day of the Christmas holidays!
“Come on, let’s go outside and a have a
snowball fight!” said Joe.
They hurriedly dressed and rushed down the
lane to the old barn, which would be a perfect
location to have a snowball fight.
To their amazement someone had already been
out early that morning and built a snowman.
He was adorned with a blue and white scarf
and a black top hat. His arms were made of
long spindly twigs and placed above the carrot
nose were two shiny black buttons for eyes.
Next to the snowman sat a little silver box.
Curious to see what was inside the box, the
children picked it up, opened the lid and
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
• Children’s Dance Classes
• Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
• Fusion after school club • Karate for Children
• Puddles Pre-School • sugar guild
• Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)
• Weightwatchers

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall
Church End Road, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
Aerobics/Pilates with April MK550270
(Monday 18:30 -20:30)
• Yoga with Katie
(6-7pm beginners, 7-8 others Tuesday MK317108)
•Acorns Toddler Group
(9:45 - 12:15 Thursday)
• Bingo (2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays)
• Le Club Francais (10:00am - 12:15pm
Saturdays) - see ‘What’s On for more
info.
‘Drop In’ Meetings
•
Mondays from 2:00pm - 4:00pm
•
From Jan 2010 Karate for beginners
(Sunday 5:30-7:00pm) Call Andrew Jones
07961159191

NORTH FURZTON
Ridgeway
Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974
Regular Users of the Centre
• Beavers & Cubs • Geological Society
• Keyne Crafters • Maths & English Clubs
• Naiken System
• Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
• Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
• Square Dancing • Scottish Dance
• Taekwondo • Tutti-Frutti Pre-school
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Community Centre
Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
• Brownies • Dance Group
• Fitness & Self-defence • Healing Group
• Mums & Tots • Nifty 60s • Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY SOUTH
River Valley Centre
Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
• Playgroup (Pre-School)
• Rainbows • Brownies • Guides
• Parent and Toddler • WeighTwatchers
• Mini-Strikers • Little Ninjas/Taekwondo
• Sliming World

EMERSON VALLEY NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
• Howe Park Scout Group
•Ducklings Pre-school
• Line Dancing
• Spanish & French Lessons
• SWASP After Schools Holiday Club
• Weightwatchers • Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge
Meeting Place
Faraday Drive,
Shenley Lodge.
For bookings contact:
Wendy
on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
• Bosom Pals
• NCT Baby Club
• Shenley Lodge Pre-School
• Shenley Christian Fellowship
•Reflection/Meditation Group

KINGSMEAD
Kingsmead
Community House
37 Picton Street,
Kingsmead.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Naveed Ahmed
on 01908 330251
Regular Users of the Centre
• Money Lifeline (by appointment only
01908 504628)
• Kingsmead Pre-school
• Parent & Toddler Group
(Tuesdays)
• Available for private hire

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
• Ahmadmus Muslim Association
• Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
• Ducklings Pre-school • EJP Football
League
• MK Seishin Aikido Club • Wendy’s
Aerobics
• Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
• Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
• Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
• Tumble Tots

WESTCROFT
Westcroft
Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
• After School Club
(SWASP)
• Ducklings Pre-school
• Ismalis Group
• Jesus Fellowship Church
• MK Pipe Band
• MK Embroiderers' Guild
• MK Society of Artists
• Weightwatchers
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What’s On?
British Thyroid Foundation Local Support Group
hold meetings every three months with informative speakers.
Saturday 8th March, 7th June, 6th September and 6th December
10:30 am at The Pavilion, Open University, Milton Keynes.
More information from: Brenda on: 01908 502214

Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information

EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays 5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning.
10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening - 6.30-7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Margaret on 231764 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies under 1 year & their carers. Tuesday
mornings 10 am - 11:15 am at SBE Village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 0 - 5 year olds with their carers. £2 per
family per session. Every Thursday, in term time, 10:00 -12:00.SBE
Village Hall.
‘Drop In’: Every Monday. See advert on page 4 for details.

Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays
7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being
able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper
limit. - £3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astro-turf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Football for Fun: for all ages, male & female, from 6 years old and
upwards. Sessions are on Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm & 7:30pm 9:00pm for wheelchair footballers.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 or Julie on 07941 817841
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall 2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people. Everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-11 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 10-11am & 11:15-12:15 Shenley Brook End.
Every Thursday in Bancroft 5:15-6:15pm
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Shenley Brook End 10-11 & 11:15-12:15
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759287206 for further
information and book your free trial.
email:helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk
Website:www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones

Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - -2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps of
square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month
Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
Shenley Brook End Village Hal
Sat ~ 30th January Quiz Night £6 adult £3.50 children under 11
Hot meal included – bring your own drinks.
To book tickets please call Geraldine on 01908 867107
The hall is wheelchair friendly.
New Life Church MK West
Every Sunday Morning 10:30am Oxley Park School
Carol Service 4:00pm December 20th
contact 01908 521433 for more information or visit our website
www.newlifewest.org.uk
To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 3,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

☺ Did You Know?
England has only had 7 white Christmas’
in the last hundred years!!
The definition of a ‘white Christmas’ is
when a snowflake falls on the roof of the
London Weather Centre.

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available on the parish website along with much
more news and information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.
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Operation Confidence - a Great Success
On 19 October, Thames Valley Police commenced Operation Confidence. Each Local Police Area throughout the Force
will be running operations to target issues which impact upon the quality of life of those living within our
communities. It is important that our communities have confidence in the police and other agencies to tackle the
issues that matter most to them. Anti-social behaviour is one such issue and confidence in the police and other
agencies may be improved by taking positive action to prevent anti-social behaviour and deal with the offenders.
In Milton Keynes, the operation commenced with a focused week of action on Furzton and Shenley Lodge. This
coincided with the run-up to Halloween and Firework Night, both of which are events which can cause worries within
the community as well as additional calls to the police. The entire neighbourhood team worked on the estates for a
week with representatives from other agencies including:
•
Milton Keynes Council, Licensing and Trading
Standards
•
The Environment Agency
•
Milton Keynes Probation Service
•
The Parks Trust
•
Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe Parish
Council
•
Neighbourhood Watch
•
Bucks Fire and Rescue
•
Milton Keynes Safer Communities Team

•
•
•
•
•
•

A range of activities carried out across the
week, included:
Targeted patrols in conjunction with local
authority anti-social behaviour teams
Checks in relation to the sale of alcohol and
fireworks by Trading Standards and Licensing
Halloween and firework safety visits
Distribution of “No Trick Or Treat” posters and
newsletters by volunteers
Street Briefings by Neighbourhood Team staff
A litter pick
and much more!

The litter haul from Furzton - 24 black bags
&19 Pink sacks for re-cycling

Throughout the week we were completing surveys with local residents on both estates in order to ascertain what
issues people perceived to be a problem and where. Additionally, we asked people to indicate to us how well they
felt the police and agencies were doing in partnership to deal with anti-social behaviour and crime in the areas.
There is still an evaluation of the operation to take place, including a detailed analysis of the surveys. However,
there is already some clear feedback as to where we and our partners have worked successfully, as well as ideas as to
where we can focus some attention. I would therefore like to thank everyone who participated in the surveys as it is
you, the local residents, whose feedback is vital to us. It was also invaluable for us to be able to increase awareness
among local residents of what we are doing to deal with anti-social behaviour in conjunction with partners and the
community.
It’s vital that local people engage with us and report incidents when they happen. If anti-social behaviour is
affecting your quality of life, or making you fear for your safety or the safety of others, call 0845 8 505 505, the
Thames Valley Police non-emergency number.
Alternatively, you can contact:Noise – Environmental Health 01908 252398
Abandoned Vehicles – Safer Communities 01908 252277
Fly tipping – Street Care/Safer Communities 01908 252570/252400
Wolverton & West Sector Inspector
Graffiti – Street Care 01908 252570
Milton Keynes Basic Command Unit
Thames Valley Police

Richard Nicholls

Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DE. Tel: 01908 521538
Editor K Thomas
Circulation 10,000 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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