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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
Over recent months I have been fortunate to visit a number of schools in the parish. I have been greatly
impressed by the wonderful facilities, particularly the plentiful supplies of computers and interactive
whiteboards. Gone are the days of chalk! Most of the information technology rooms I’ve seen look more like
the control deck of the Starship Enterprise!!
Equally impressive is the obvious pride that head teachers have in their schools, and the very warm welcome
shown to me. Your Parish Council is very keen to establish relationships with all the schools in the parish. We
have access to resources that might be useful, and are very happy to support initiatives that schools consider
appropriate.
There are many things we can support. In particular our Planning & Environment Committee is looking at ways
to brighten up the parish by planting trees, shrubs and bulbs on some of the little pieces of land that are
scattered around the parish, and this might be something that school children could become actively involved
in.
In this edition of Community News is another competition for our younger readers – with a worthwhile prize to
be won. So, please encourage your children to enter. It only costs the price of a stamp!!
We welcome residents’ thoughts, and any ideas you may have about how your Parish Council could work
together with schools on projects that benefit the community would be gratefully received.
We are also looking at ways to engage with elderly residents, particularly those in sheltered housing. As
reported elsewhere, we are in the process of recruiting an Assistant Warden, and once in post and trained, he
or she will be able to provide an important link between your Parish Council and specific groups throughout
the parish

David Livingstone
Chairman

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite Westfriers).

Full Parish Council
March 22nd

April 26th

May 24th

June 28th

Community Committee
March 8th

April 19th

May 17th

June 14th

Planning & Environment Committee
March 1st
April 12th
May 10th
June 7th
Members of the public are welcome to any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the
Clerk on 01908 521528 beforehand to check that there have not been
any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Rosemary Drewett (Lib Dem)
Gerald Small (Conservative)

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes South West
Dr Pyllis Starkey MP
Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050

Can We Help You
Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of this page.

Annual Parish Meeting
25th May 2010 at 7:30pm
at:
The Parish Office 6 Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft District Centre MK4 4DE
This meeting is open to all electors and is an
opportunity for residents to raise any issues or
matters affecting life in the parish.

For advertising details, contact the clerk on 01908 521538 To contribute to the Community News, please write to:The Clerk, Shenley Brook end & Tattenhoe Parish Council, 6 Wimborne Cres., Westcroft District Centre Milton Keynes MK4 4DE.
You can email us at:- clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk and Visit our website at:- www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council does not endorse any goods or services advertised in the Community News or subscribe to, or endorse
any political party.
FINAL COPY DATE: May 7th 2010 - Anything received after this date may not be accepted for the next issue
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Parish Council Precept
2010/2011

Departure of Parish Councillor
After Eight Years

The parish is committed to the provision of high quality services and
meeting the challenges of an expanding service delivery agenda. Our
aim is to encourage and promote the best environmental, social and
economic practices in the parish and to manage effectively, efficiently
and economically our assets and resources to deliver the services for
which we are responsible for the betterment and benefit of the local
community and to secure value for money. The Council continues to
develop partnership and agency working with the public, voluntary
and private sectors for the benefit of the parish. Your Parish Council
has agreed an operational budget of £478,486 for the 2010/2011
financial year beginning on 1st April 2010. The precept on a Band D
property will be £51.61 representing a rise of just over £8 per
household per year or 15.6p per week.
Office and administration - The Council continues to rent offices and
the main cost increases are in utilities and IT provision for new staff.
This also covers areas like insurance and training for Councillors and
staff.
Personnel – There are no increases in the Chairman’s Allowance or
Members Allowances. New staff roles reflect the increase in service
delivery in the parish.
Operational Costs – The Council maintains eight allotment sites all of
which have waiting lists with more sites planned. The Council owns
and manages community assets such as open spaces and Emerson
Valley Community Centre whilst supporting other assets. One of the
most expensive costs is the grounds maintenance contract for the
parish.
Communications – The Parish Council likes to operate in an open and
transparent fashion through their Parish Council and Committees
meetings, the Community News and their website. All Parish Council
and Committee meetings are open to the public.
Support – The Council belongs to several organisations that are able
to offer advice to the Council and to the staff including external
audit, legal and accountant fees.
Community Activities – Grant funding for the parish has been
maintained at the same level. The Council is the major provider of
youth work and local activities for young people in the parish
throughout the year. There is a close liaison with the Thames Valley
Police through financial support for two PCSO’s within the parish. The
Council offers financial support and has representation on the local
Neighbourhood Action Groups. The Council installs and maintains
litter and dog bins throughout the parish. The Parish Warden is taking
on more duties and with the employment of a new member of the
team a second van is being leased which can be shared with the
youth team.
New Office - The Council has a short lease on their offices and is still
hopeful to build new community and office facilities on land at the
top of the mall in Westcroft. By way of prudent capital saving the
budget has included some funds for the building. Grant funding is
being sought by officers of the Council.
The Planning Committee has actively represented residents on major
development applications, house holder applications, road safety
issues and much more. The Council meets regularly to deal with the
many issues affecting life in the parish and welcomes input from local
residents.

David Livingstone
Chairman

Parish Warden’s Report
Mark has been on holiday so has not been around
to do his usual excellent job of keeping the parish
free from litter, graffiti etc for the last few weeks.
However, by the time you read this, things should
be back to normal. In the meantime, the members
of the Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to say
how much we appreciate his excellent work around the parish on
a daily basis.
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Kevin Perkins, one of our longest standing Parish
Councillors, will be leaving the area shortly and at the
end of the recent meeting of the Planning and
Environment Committee, on which he has served for

almost eight years, he was presented with a magnificent
engraved pewter tankard in recognition of his
contribution to the work of the Council during all of this
time.
Kevin was famous for the quality of the photographs of
houses he produced when planning applications were
examined. So good were they that it used to be joked
that he missed his vocation and should have been an
estate agent! Little did we know that his prowess as a
wildlife photographer was even more impressive - as you
will see from his squirrel picture on the front page.
His quiet good humor and thoughtful contributions to
the deliberations of the Council will be sorely missed. We
wish him and his wife Belinda every good fortune in
their new life in the wilds of Lincolnshire.
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Tree Planting in Shenley
Brook End
The Friends of Shenley Brook End Local Park and Milton
Keynes Council’s Landscape Department, led by Simon
Rose, joined forces in December and with the help of a
£300 grant from the Parish Council, planted 22 trees and
hundreds of bulbs in the park. The event was all part of

the BBC’s ‘Breathing Spaces’ tree planting project,

attempting to break the record for planting the
greatest number of trees in one hour. The species
planted included Mountain Ash, Hornbeam, Alder and
Birch and replaced a number of old apple trees which
had seen better days. This is the first of a number of
activities for the Friends group aimed at improving the
park and with the eventual aim of achieving Green Flag
status.
Some 24 adults and 12 children turned up to make the
event well worthwhile.

Meet Carole McMillan - Deputy Parish Clerk
In my private life, I am blessed with a wonderful family, consisting of my husband of 35 years and two
grown up daughters and not forgetting my two adorable Labradors and Charlie, my cat!
I first started with the Parish Council in December 2008 on a 6 month
part time temporary contract in an administrative capacity.
I now
work full time and have been fortunate to be promoted to Deputy
Parish Clerk, where the training possibilities are second to none. Along
with the full backing of the Chairman and Councillors I hope I can meet
the expectations of the role. I must say it gives me great pleasure to
be working alongside such a remarkable group of people.
I have also acquired the title of Allotments Officer - therefore I am the
first point of call for allotment holders, working closely with our Parish
Warden. We visit the sites regularly and listen to the tenants who have
good ideas on how to improve the allotments and great gardening tips
too!
So, with preparing for all the studying that I will be doing over the next
couple of years, spending time with my family and walking in the woods with the dogs, I am now a very
busy lady!

Carole McMillan
Deputy Parish Clerk
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MK Chief Executive Visits Parish
David Hill, Chief Executive of
Milton Keynes Council, pictured
(second on the left) with members
of the Parish Council, was shown
around the parish recently by
Ward Councillor Chris Williams.
Since our parish is the largest in
Milton Keynes, with more growth
already planned, he was
particularly interested in the Parish
Council’s policy to encourage a
greater sense of community
involvement, including the plans
for a new combined Parish Office
and community facility at
Westcroft.

Planning & Environment
Committee Report
2009 was a busy year for the committee. In addition to some 90 planning
applications we have been involved in, and in some cases facilitated,
community consultations between residents and Milton Keynes Council on
a number of issues which will ultimately be to the benefit of people living
in the parish. A glance at the centre pages will give you some idea of the
sorts of things we have been dealing with.
No doubt some of you will have heard of the ‘Garden Guerrillas’, groups of
individuals who ‘adopt’ areas of waste land, urban roundabouts and
verges which have been badly maintained and plant shrubs, bulbs and
perennial plants to improve the environment. Whilst in general Milton
Keynes is fortunate in that MKC’s landscaping department and the Parks
Trust do a great job, there are small pockets of land around the borough
which might benefit from a touch of ‘garden guerrilla’ activity!
In recent discussions with Simon Rose, who is MKC Landscape Services
Officer for our area, he expressed a keen interest in getting the local
community involved in improvements to the local environment. As you
will see on page 5 he has already been involved with the tree planting
scheme in Shenley Brook End Park. It is an aim of this committee and the
Parish Council as a body to encourage residents to come forward with
ideas to improve their immediate surroundings. Landscape Services have
the kit to break up ground, to make bulb planting easier, and have access
to suppliers of shrubs & saplings; all we need is the enthusiasm and
willingness of all of you out there to come up with suggestions. I am sure
you have all despaired at the needless vandalism of small trees being
snapped off soon after planting - the play area at Killerton Close is a
prime example. If we can get local people, especially young people to
‘take ownership’ of some of these open spaces then perhaps the areas can
be kept well maintained and protected from vandalism. So come on folks,
let’s have the ideas! The Parish Council has a budget for this sort of thing,
but to date the ideas have not been forthcoming.

Keith Thomas

Chairman Planning & Environment Committee

Community Committee
Report
The Community Committee has met twice since my last report. In
those two meetings we agreed grants totalling more than £5,000, to
help support local projects as diverse as a local football club, a
parent and toddler group and a sensory garden for one of our local
residential homes! If you help run a local group or organisation then
we may be able to offer you a financial grant! to support your
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activities. You will find more information on what is involved in the
Chairman's article on page 7 of this issue.
On a more sombre note, there has been a spate of burglaries in the
area in recent months. Fortunately, Thames Valley Police have
recently arrested a number of individuals and, as a result, there has
been a slow-down in the rate of such crimes. However, the
Neighbourhood Action Groups are advising that we should not be
complacent. Remember to lock your doors and windows and garden
sheds when not at home. Also, during this inclement weather, keep
an eye on your car if you leave it on your driveway with the engine
running to clear ice and snow otherwise you might have the
unfortunate experience of watching it disappear down the road!
Finally, if you have a young son or daughter, you might like to know
that they can win one of our £20 book vouchers! We want to
encourage all young people to enter the competition on page 13 of
this issue.

Chris Williams
Chairman

News from Thames Valley Police
Inspector Richard Nicholls reports:
In recent weeks we have had some new faces arrive on the
neighbourhood teams. First I would like to introduce PCSO Matt
Wareham, who now covers Emerson Valley. Matt joins us from
Newport Pagnell where he has been based for over 3 years, and I am
delighted that we now have him on the Parish as he is one of the
more experienced PCSO’s in Milton Keynes. PCSO Megan Dean has
moved to the Furzton & Shenley Lodge area where she now works
with her colleague David Webb. Finally, PCSO Chelsea Boxell has
moved to Tattenhoe, having previously worked in Stony Stratford. All
three are now settling down into their new roles and the challenges
ahead.
If you want to find out more about what the police are doing in your
area you can go to the Thames Valley Police webiste and find out.
Each Neighbourhood Action Group area has its own web address:
Tattenhoe (icluding Kingsmead & Westcroft)
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n354.htm
Emerson Valley (including Shenley Brook End)
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n308.htm
Furzton / Shenley Lodge
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n310.htm
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL,
WHAT’S IT FOR?
This is the third in a series of articles
aimed at providing residents with an
insight into Parish Council activities.
GRANTS
Your Parish Council has statutory powers to
award financial grants to qualifying
organisations. There are a number of
conditions that have to be met, but the
process is really quite simple.
To qualify for a grant the following terms must be met:
The organisation applying for a grant must be a not-for-profit
concern. We are not permitted to award grants to companies,
or traders, whose objectives are to profit from their activities.
Nor are we allowed to award grants to private citizens, for
example to relieve hardship,.
• All grant applicants must be able to demonstrate that the
activity which the grant will support will benefit residents of
the parish, and the activity should also be based in the
parish.
• Applicants are required to complete a simple form and
return it to the Parish Council for consideration by the
Community Committee. Applicants must also appear in
person to answer any questions, and will have an
opportunity to explain the project or activity in greater
detail. This is not at all like appearing on Dragons’ Den!!
It’s not a grilling. It’s just a safeguard to ensure that the
application meets the rules, and that the organisation has
proper financial controls in place.
• On occasions, the Parish Council will purchase items of
equipment on behalf of an organisation, rather than write a
cheque. This is because we may be able to obtain goods or
services at better prices than the applicant.

Clearsight
Opticians
• NHS & Private Eye Tests
• All Types of Contact Lenses
• Budget & Designer Frames
• VDU Screening
• Free Car Parking
• Free Frames for Children
Personal, Friendly & Reliable Service

‘The Mall’ Westcroft District Centre

MK4 4DD

01908 504740
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A decision on the application is usually made on the night,
and the cheque follows in a matter of days.
So, if you feel that we might be able to help support any
activity you are involved with, and it meets these simple
conditions, please get in touch.
EXPENSES
The scandal over Westminster MP’s expenses has caused
outrage throughout the country. I thought it might be useful
if I explained how your Parish Council deals with the matter of
Councillors’ expenses.
Just like MPs, Parish Councillors are elected representatives.
Parish Councils are, in effect, local authorities with wide
powers, and the statutory right to raise an income through the
precept. Parish Councillors are not paid a salary, nor do they
enjoy any pension entitlement. However, they are paid an
allowance to cover any costs incurred when they are on Parish
Council business.
Councillors receive an annual allowance of £672 which is
subject to Income Tax. The Chairman’s allowance is £1,500
and, under current rules, this is not subject to Income Tax. It’s
worth mentioning that some Councillors have decided not to
take their allowance.
No other expenses are paid to Councillors or the Chairman. All
expenses, such as telephone, parking, fuel, postage and
stationery must be paid for out of these allowances. However,
there is one rare exception to this. If a Councillor is required
to travel substantially outside the parish to attend a
conference or a training course, then travelling expenses may
be paid, subject to receipts being provided. In practice, this
only happens if a Councillor needs to travel a significant
distance. A trip to Aylesbury, for example, would not qualify,
but a journey to London by train (second class!) would.
So, no claims for moat cleaning; no claims for plasma
televisions; and certainly, no claims for ’flipping’ houses.

DAVID LIVINGSTONE
Chairman

Proposed Prohibition of Waiting
on Footways & Verges
Milton Keynes Council is proposing to introduce a prohibition of
waiting on Footways and Verges. The proposed Traffic Regulation Order
(TRO) will include all adopted roads throughout the borough. However,
the restriction will only apply to roads that have been fully assessed
by Officers of the Traffic Management Team for Milton Keynes Council
following recommendations from Parish/Town Councils, Ward Members
and Neighbourhood Action Groups.
It is understood that the TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) will come into
force towards the end of February/Early March 2010. The roads in our
parish which will be initially affected are:Faraday Drive,Redwood Gate - (Shenley Lodge)
Dulverton Drive - (Furzton)
Egerton Gate, Walbank Grove, Savill Lane - (SBE)
Wenning Lane, - (Emerson Valley)
Holborn Crescent - (Tattenhoe)
Hidcote Drive - (Westcroft)
The Parish Council is aware of other roads to which this order should
apply and will do all it can to have these added to the list.
For more detail go to:www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/transport
and scroll down the page.

Pink Sacks
A Reminder that pink sacks are available
for collection at the Parish Office for
anyone who wants them. It’s a good idea
to call 521538 first to make sure staff are
available.
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE PARISH.
KILLERTON CLOSE PLAY
AREA
The Parish Council have been pressing for
a considerable time for improvements to
this play area which provided little for
younger children. Milton Keynes Council
finally obtained funding and plans were
drawn up. Early in December 2009 the
Parish Council hosted a public information
meeting at the parish office where the
plans for the improvements were on
display.
Residents commented on the positioning

of the basketball pitch which it was felt was too
close to houses on Killerton Close and as a result
this was re-located to the far side of the area - a
good example of the benefits of involving the
local community.
Unfortunately, work started on the improvements
the day before the snow arrived and had to be
abandoned for some weeks. The bulk of the
ground work and installation of play equipment
was completed in early February but the final
landscaping may be delayed again because of the
state of the ground.

WESTCROFT SPORTS PAVILION
It had always been planned to build a sports pavilion on the recreation area at Cranborne Avenue. In
summer 2009 residents in and around the area were invited to comment on possible designs for the
building. An initial planning application was submitted in August 2009 and discussed at the Parish
Council’s Planning & Environment Committee in September. There was general agreement that the design
involving two separate
structures with a narrow
passageway in between was
likely to encourage vandalism
and would be energy
inefficient. Milton Keynes
Council took note of our
comments and in November
came back to the Committee
with alternative proposals and,
after further consultation with
MKC, a preferred design was
agreed. The revised application
was submitted in December
and approved in February 2010.
It is hoped to start building in late March - early April with completion June/July.
The pavilion will provide much needed changing rooms for a range of sporting activities as well as a hall
for local play groups and community activities
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OXLEY PARK SURE START CHILDREN’S CENTRE & COMMUNITY
FACILITY
The building is due to be completed by the end of May 2010. It will aim to meet the needs of local families
from Oxley Park, Kingsmead, Tattenhoe, Tattenhoe Park and Westcroft.

To celebrate the start of construction of the new community
facility, representatives of some of the groups who will be
using the new centre buried a ‘Time Capsule’ containing items
which reflect their activities. Groups who contributed to the
Time Capsule included the children’s centre, currently based
at Oxley Park School, pupils from the school, the local
Kingsmead parent and toddler group, pre-school, heritage
group, the Nrithya Sangeetha Academy, and the Kingsmead
Community House.
The Oxley Park Community Facility is a joint project between
Milton Keynes Council’s Leisure Facilities, Children’s Centres
and Capital Development team to create a community facility
for this newly developing area of Milton Keynes. Funding for the project has come from a variety of
sources including planning gain from the
local housing development of Kingsmead and
Oxley Park. Construction work started on 16th
November 2009 and the centre is planned to
be completed in May 2010 and to be opened
to the public in the summer.
The million pound scheme will include a Sure
Start Children’s Centre and Community Centre
for all-round use including meetings and
space for the local pre-school group. We hope
many more local groups will make use of the
facility once it’s completed.
There will be an open evening on Wednesday 24th March 2010 from 7.00pm -9.00pm, for people to
come along and see what will be happening in the centre once it opens, everyone welcome.

NEW HOME FOR LIBRARY AT WESTCROFT
With the massive expansion of the area over the last 10 years the present library facilities at Westcroft
have become ever more stretched. It is understood that, thanks to the Section 106 funding from recent
housing development in the area it has been possible to secure larger premises to allow expansion of
library services at Westcroft. Residents will no doubt be pleased to learn that the relocation will be into
the empty premises which used to be the fireplace showroom and had been empty for some considerable
time. A spokesperson for the library service said:
“The new facility will mean that we will have the space
for a learning suite/meeting room that can be used for
adult learning and other group meetings. We feel very
excited that we have been able to achieve this
arrangement, and think it will mean that for the next
few years we will have an improved community facility
that will support the increased population. We still need
to consider whether we will need a further change, to
address the longer term growth of the west flank but
this will provide us with the flexibility to do so. We
know the Parish Council are also looking at their facility
needs for the future and hope that we can continue to
keep in touch with our plans so that we can see whether
we can work together on them.”
At the time of going to press, final confirmation of the funding arrangement was still awaited.
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Garden Potterings with
Ginnie - Spring Tips.
Since Christmas there haven’t been many days when we
could do anything useful outside apart from a bit of
tidying up and getting in the final harvest of leeks and
some extremely large parsnips. (see photo) Whilst
putting up with the horrible weather in January, I
consoled myself with the knowledge that hard frosts are
good for the soil and hopefully will have got rid of a lot
of the overwintering soil
based bugs
My last job in the
garden before
Christmas was to
put a good 2 inch
wide band of
grease around the
trunk of the fruit
trees to stop the
bugs overwintering in the branches. You can buy this grease in
tins or on sticky bands from the garden centre, but a
money saving tip is to use the chemists’ own brand
petroleum jelly.
During January and February I have enjoyed browsing
through the seed catalogues and planning what we are
going to sow where this year. Although we don’t have
an enormous vegetable garden we do try to rotate the
crops to stop club root etc. and help the soil retain some
of its nutrients. We have three compost makers; a money
saving tip is to use an old plastic dustbin with the
bottom cut out which works just as well, although mine
were purchased very cheaply through MK Council. At the
end of February the compost bins are emptied and spread
onto most of the vegetable patch. We take care to leave
some soil without compost as root crops like carrots and
parsnips don’t like freshly manured soil.
March is the beginning of the busiest time in the garden,
starting with broad bean seeds and onion sets straight
into the open garden. The weeds will grow twice as fast
as the crops so we will keep the hoe close at hand. Don't
forget, a sharp hoe is the best friend a gardener can
have. Just slide it back and forth slightly below the
surface of the soil and you'll stop the weed seedlings in
their tracks.
April is great, the soil is warming up and spring should
be here so vegetable seeds can start to be planted. Do
keep an eye on the weather forecast though as even in
Milton Keynes a cold snap is not unknown in April.
Keeping horticultural fleece on standby in case of cold
weather is a good idea. A money saving tip - instead of
horticultural fleece you can use old net curtains, bubble
wrap or newspaper as a method of insulation when a cold
night is forecast. There are many uses for fleece or old
net curtains not just to protect your seeds from the cold
but also later in the year to protect your crops from the
birds and even your cabbages from the cabbage white
butterflies.
May is a very hectic month as all seeds apart from the
most tender can then be planted. Don’t do this too early
in the month because if vegetables such as runner beans
come up too early they can still be caught by the frost.
I plant ours in the greenhouse in pots and seed boxes
and hopefully they will have four leaves and be ready to
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plant out in early June, although this year I think our
holiday may delay this. This is not a problem as there is
no fixed time for seed sowing and it’s better to be late
than early as they will soon catch up. Whilst on the
subject of holidays, a good tip if you have patio pots
that need watering whilst you are away, is to save plastic
lemonade bottles, cut
off the bottom, make a
hole in the cap, fill
them with water and
bury one or more
upturned so they
gradually feed water
into the plant pots.
There is a lot to do in
June but the rewards for
our efforts will be harvesting salad crops; lettuce, spring
onion, radish etc. and summer cabbage and early carrots.
The carrot thinnings make a great addition to a salad.
The early potatoes may be ready later on this month.
Because the potatoes will be coming from garden to pan
in a matter of minutes you will discover a truly wonderful
flavour. No room for potatoes in your garden? A good
way to grow early potatoes is in a pot on the patio.
If you have any questions or tips, especially money
saving ideas you would like to share with others, please
let me know by email at clerk@shenleybrookendpc.gov.uk or by post at the Parish Office and we will put
the best into a future Community Newsletter.
Enjoy your Spring gardening!
(Thanks to Kevin Perkins for the robin picture.)

Ginnie
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Young Shenley Brook End Korfball Star in Golden
Win Over Germany
England Under16s korfball star Cameron Prentice starred in an exciting
win for the national side over Germany in an international tournament
in Rotterdam just after Christmas.
The Shenley Brook End student who lives in Tattenhoe made his
England debut in the tournament and used his height to stand out.
The 6 foot 4 teenager played a pivotal role around the post and stood
out with his speed and athleticism, despite being the youngest
member of the squad. Cameron who plays locally with Bletchley-based
MKX, was not fazed despite playing in front of 3,000 noisy fans.
Cameron has also been selected for the England side for the Youth
World Cup at the end of March and longer term, has his sights set on a
place in the full England side for the World Games in Columbia in 2013.
Cameron has a korfballing family. His younger brother plays at Giles
Brook School and for MKX under 11s and his mum plays with Roos, a
team for adults based at Shenley Brook End School every Wednesday
from 7.30pm. Roos were set up following a grant award for equipment
from the Parish Council. If you are interested in playing for a local
and very friendly club go to www.mkroos.korfballinmk.co.uk
This summer, Roos aim to run Sunday morning family sessions in
Tattenhoe and Westcroft. All will be welcome.
MKX train every Thursday at Courtside, MK College in Bletchley from 5-7pm. There are sections for Under 11s and
Under 16s with qualified and experienced coaches. Go to www.mkx.korfballinmk.co.uk for further details.

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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Christmas Story Competition
Winner
Congratulations to Cassius Brookes, winner of our
Christmas story competition. Cassius is 8 years old
and attends Giles Brooke School. He was presented
with his £20 book token during a school assembly
on 4th of February by the Chairman of the Parish
Council, David Livingstone.

Cassius is pictured here with David and headteacher
Phil Scull - and here is his story:
Joe and Alice were so excited to wake up to
a snowy morning, even better than that
though, it was the first day of the Christmas
holidays!
“Come on, let’s go outside and a have a
snowball fight!” said Joe.
They hurriedly dressed and rushed down the
lane to the old barn, which would be a
perfect location to have a snowball fight.
To their amazement someone had already
been out early that morning and built a
snowman. He was adorned with a blue and
white scarf and a black top hat. His arms
were made of long spindly twigs and placed
above the carrot nose were two shiny black
buttons for eyes.
Next to the snowman sat a little silver box.
Curious to see what was inside the box, the
children picked it up, opened the lid and
peered inside---------! Cassius continues…….
In the box Joe and Alice found a sparkly key
that led to a magical door. Joe and Alice
12

were running past the snowman and he
grabbed them and put the key in his middle
button and they flew to the land of snowmen.
The snowman said to Joe and Alice "This is
where I live but my house has been
demolished, can you help me build a new
house?”. "Yes we will" said Joe and Alice.
They started to build an igloo with giant
freezing cold ice blocks as big as a flat. They
worked for a whole day. Joe and Alice were
wondering if tea was ready at home. The
snowman asked them if they would have tea
with him. Joe and Alice said "we would love to
but our dinners ready at home". "Ok" said
the snowman in a very sad voice. "I will take
you home. I'll just put the key in my middle
button and you'll be home very very quickly".
So they whizzed back home. When they got
home they realised it was still dark so ………..
so they went back to sleep.
The End
Cassius Brookes
Age 8
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Kids Corner
Welcome back to the bit for kids! We really hope
you enjoyed the Christmas edition and would like
to say huge congratulations to our story writing
winner, Cassius. See his story opposite. We hope
you will enter the competition in this edition for
the chance to win a £20 book or music voucher.
Ready for the next competition?? Here it is
How many words you can make out of the word

SPRINGTIME
Over 10 words – great!
Over 15 words – clever clogs!!
Send your entry in with your name, age and
address to the parish office (address on page 3)
by Friday 26th March 2010 - Good luck!
It won’t be long till the Easter holidays and there
are lots of local free and really cheap activities to
enjoy and keep you busy. The Sports Development
Trust runs great courses in athletics, basketball
and street dance, to name a few, lots of local
schools give out leaflets near the holidays so keep

Truly, Milton Keynes
Meat
Parkland Produce is a new venture set up by The Parks Trust,
the charity responsible for caring for Milton Keynes’ parks
and green spaces. For many years it has used sheep and
cattle to sensitively manage its meadows – a practice which
promotes greater diversity of wildlife and enables a wide
range of wildflowers to establish.

an eye out for those. Over Easter they will also
be offering wakeboarding at Willen, archery at
Caldecotte and other really exciting
opportunities! You can visit their website
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/sportsdev/ to see what
is on offer. Don’t forget to check the Parish
Council website for local fun days where you can
turn up and take part in crafts and activities for
a pound or two.
Can you unscramble the mixed up words below
to reveal some local landmarks in Milton
Keynes. Read the clues and have a go!!!
A beautiful building near
the temple at Willen Lake.
ONCTRECE WOCS These animals are only
found in Milton Keynes.
You can ski, eat and watch
SCXPAE
a film here!
Come here to have a fun
LLGUSREVI
day out and meet Gully!

ECPAE GPODAA

Q: How do Easter Bunnies stay healthy?
A: Eggsercise!
Q: What did the Easter Bunny say to the carrot?
A: It's been nice gnawing you!
Parkland Produce meat is not only reared in the city, but
also butchered by a local butcher, who hangs the meat until
perfectly tender and cuts it expertly using all of his thirty
years experience. Tom is responsible for collating the weekly
orders, packing the boxes to the customers’ instructions and
for delivering the meat directly to the residents and
businesses of Milton Keynes. He is always on hand to
answer questions about the farming practices of The Trust,
or about the meat itself.
Adding to the venture’s ethical credentials, sheep’s wool,
rather than polystyrene, is used to insulate the delivery
boxes and the meat will be kept cool for 12 hours from
delivery, even if placed in a car boot or left by a back door.
As a not for profit venture, all proceeds from the sale of
Parkland Produce will be ploughed back into maintaining
the city’s beautiful and valued parks and landscapes.
For further information about the scheme, or to place your
first order, visit www.parklandproduce.co.uk or call Tom on
01908 305002 – he very much looks forward to hearing from
you.

Parish Councillor
Now, for the first time, the tender local lamb and beef that
they produce is available to local residents in the form of a
door-step delivery scheme. Tom Welch, who runs the scheme
for The Parks Trust, says: “I’m incredibly excited to be part
of Parkland Produce. Where else are animals being reared on
open access land, snaking through the very heart of a
thriving city, and the meat produced being used to feed the
city in this way? This is a truly local, ethical initiative that
makes me proud to live in Milton Keynes. ”
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A casual vacancy exists for a Parish Councillor
in the Parish of
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
Persons interested in the voluntary position please
contact :
The Parish Clerk, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft
District Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
Tel:01908 521538
or email: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Community News

Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

KINGSMEAD

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre

Kingsmead
Community House

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ Fusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Puddles Pre-School ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)
◆ Weightwatchers

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall
Church End Road, Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Aerobics/Pilates with April MK550270
(Monday 18:30 -20:30)
◆ Yoga with Katie
(6-7pm beginners, 7-8 others Tuesday MK317108)
◆ Acorns Toddler Group(10:00-12:00
Thursday in term time)
◆ Bingo (2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays)
◆ Le Club Francais (10:00am - 12:15pm
Saturdays) - see ‘What’s On for more info.
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Mondays from
2:00pm - 4:00pm
◆ Karate for beginners From Jan
2010(Sunday 5:30-7:00pm) Call Andrew
Jones 07961159191

NORTH FURZTON
Ridgeway
Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs ◆ Geological Society
◆ Keyne Crafters
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Tutti-Frutti Pre-school
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Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Brownies ◆ Dance Group
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆ Healing Group
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate

37 Picton Street,Kingsmead.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Naveed Ahmed on 01908 330251
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Money Lifeline (by appointment
only)01908 504628)
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆ Parent & Toddler Group (Tuesdays)
◆ Available for private hire

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH
River Valley Centre

TATTENHOE

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

Tattenhoe Pavilion

Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Sliming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre

Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots

Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Spanish & French Lessons
◆ SWASP After Schools Holiday Club
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley LodgeMeeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Bosom Pals
◆ NCT Baby Club
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

WESTCROFT
Westcroft
Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ After School Club (SWASP)
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ Ismalis Group
◆ Jesus Fellowship Church
◆ MK Pipe Band
◆ MK Embroiderers' Guild
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers
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What’s On?
British Thyroid Foundation Local Support Group
hold meetings every three months with informative speakers.
Saturday 8th March, 7th June, 6th September and 6th December
10:30 am at The Pavilion, Open University, Milton Keynes.
More information from: Brenda on: 01908 502214

Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information

EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays 5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening - 6.30-7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Margaret on 231764 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies under 1 year & their carers. Tuesday
mornings 10 am - 11:15 am at SBE Village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 0 - 5 year olds with their carers. No charge.
Every Thursday, in term time, 10:00 -12:00. SBE Village Hall.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.

Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being
able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper
limit. - £3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astro-turf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Football for Fun: for all ages, male & female, from 6 years old and
upwards. Sessions are on Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm & 7:30pm 9:00pm for wheelchair footballers.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 or Julie on 07941 817841
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall 2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-11 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 10-11am & 11:15-12:15 Shenley Brook End.
Every Thursday in Bancroft 5:15-6:15pm
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Shenley Brook End 10-11 & 11:15-12:15
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759287206 for further
information and book your free trial.
email:helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk
Website:www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones

Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps of
square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www.10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
Shenley Brook End Village Hal
Sat ~ 30th January Quiz Night £6 adult £3.50 children under 11
Hot meal included – bring your own drinks.
To book tickets please call Geraldine on 01908 867107
The hall is wheelchair friendly.
New Life Church MK West
Every Sunday Morning 10:30am Oxley Park School
Carol Service 4:00pm December 20th
Contact 01908 521433 for more information or visit our website
www.newlifewest.org.uk
Milton Keynes Chorale
Accompanied by period instruments, Milton Keynes Chorale will
perform Bach’s St John Passion in the Church of Christ the
Cornerstone on March 20th at 8 pm. Tickets available from 01908
320958 or online at www.mkchorale.org.uk.Prices £15, £12 (concs.
£2 off), under 16s only £1

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 3,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available on the parish website along with much
more news and information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.
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Local Schools’ OFSTED Success
Long Meadow School

Priory Rise School

Shenley Brook End is celebrating following a visit of
Inspectors from OFSTED.
The primary school in Garthwaite Crescent that caters
for children aged between 4 and 11 scored ‘Good’ or
‘Outstanding’ in 28 of the 31 categories set by the
Government’s Standards
in Education body.
The inspectors
recognised the good
progress made by the
school since the last
inspection, through
the use of well
targeted individual
support in lessons,
good use of IT, and
setting work according
to the abilities of the
children.
The inspectors were so
impressed with the
way in which the
pupils contribute to the school and the wider
community, as well the effectiveness with which the
school promotes community cohesion, that they were
awarded an ‘Outstanding’ in these areas.
Long Meadow was praised for its senior leadership
team’s vision for the future of the school, recognising
the robust systems in place for the monitoring of
teaching and learning.
The school has been asked by OFSTED to look at ways
to continue to improve boys’ writing and will be
looking to move school governance and attendance to
a ‘good’ rating.
Headteacher Alison Flint commented:
“We are absolutely delighted to have received such a
ringing endorsement of the school from OFSTED. Staff,
children and parents have worked tremendously hard
to make Long Meadow one of the best in Milton
Keynes. Our school motto is ‘Proud of Our School’ and
the report has gone a long way to reinforce the sense
of pride we have in our achievement. The children at
our school are very special and the team of inspectors
commented on how much the children enjoy being in
the school, and the quality of their behaviour.
We are very keen to keep on moving forward and
develop our strengths further. We still have areas we
want to develop and improve and certainly don’t want
to be a school that rests on it laurels.”

Tattenhoe Park has been
named a ‘good school’ by
OFSTED inspectors who have
highlighted a number of
strengths and outstanding
features. This is the highest
judgement that a school as
new as Priory Rise can achieve
under the inspection
framework.
The school, which opened in September 2008 for
pupils aged four to eight in the Tattenhoe and
Kingsmead South areas, was put under the spotlight
in December 2009 when inspectors looked at all
aspects of the school. The subsequent report
identified a number of strengths with some aspects
judged as outstanding.
Some of the highlights include: ‘Lessons are lively
and engaging and pupils respond by doing their
best… Pupils are happy at school and feel valued...
Pupils’ exemplary behaviour and good achievement
show that they value learning … There is a culture of
high expectations and high aspirations… Pupils feel
safe, and procedures to keep them safe are
outstanding.’
Headteacher Sue Cox said: “We are very pleased to
have achieved such a positive report. We are
especially delighted that the culture of high
expectation, the strong and inclusive community, the
high quality of teaching and the excellent care of
children have all been recognised. I’d like to thank all
our children and their parents for their continued
support and commitment which has without doubt
helped to make Priory Rise the successful and thriving
school it has already become. I would also like to pay
tribute and give enormous thanks to the staff team
and governors who have given our school such huge
commitment and dedication.”
Over the coming weeks the staff and governors will be
putting together an action plan to move the school
even further forward and address the small number of
areas for improvement mentioned in the report. Mrs
Cox added: “We are determined to continue to build
on the success and many strengths of our school and
we are absolutely resolute in our determination to
make Priory Rise outstanding.”

Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DE. Tel: 01908 521538
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