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PRIDE IN YOUR PARISH - Clean Up in Cropton Rise
On a sunny Saturday morning in the middle of May a small army of
volunteers made up of residents, Parish Councillors and Mark &
Simon (our Parish Wardens) met down by the brook on Cropton
Rise. Under the
watchful eye of Chris
Coppock, Milton
Keynes Countryside
Officer, we set about
removing years of
rubbish from the
brook and surrounding
areas.
Amongst the
interesting finds were
several car tyres and a
car bumper, a
motorcycle crash
helmet, supermarket
trollies (useful for
moving the larger
items!), a dozen or
more bundles of free
newspapers (some dating back to
1995!) and about 30 bags of general rubbish.
The whole event took about an hour and everyone felt that it had
been a great success. The local residents were so enthused that they are
now considering forming a group to look after the area. Kim Norris, bpha Community
Development Officer has offered help in setting it up.
IF YOU FEEL THERE IS AN UNCARED-FOR PATCH IN YOUR AREA WHY NOT GET IN TOUCH WITH THE PARISH
COUNCIL AND TELL US ABOUT IT.
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
Readers may recall that in a previous edition of the Community News, I wrote about a major new housing
development being planned near Newton Longville, just west of the Bottledump Roundabout, called Salden
Chase. The planning process has moved on, and more details of the scheme are now available.
Although this development is not within this parish’s boundaries, it will have a major impact on residents
who live in the western part of the parish, notably Tattenhoe and Kingsmead. The big issue, which is now
beginning to be recognised, is the pressure on the existing grid road infrastructure that will result from
over 5,000 houses being built, and the strong possibility that the A421, Standing Way, will be unable to
cope. Already, this road suffers major congestion at peak times, particularly at its junction with the V4, Watling Street.
Residents who have internet access may wish to visit a website created by the developer, to find out more. The address is:
www.saldenchase.co.uk
An important issue that faces large Parish Councils is maintaining a dialogue with residents on matters of concern, or interest.
Your Parish Council recently resolved to commission a short video, to see if we could explain in greater detail the youth services
that we provide to young people in the parish. This is in production and when completed, which we hope will be early August
2010, you will be able to view it by visiting our website, and following the links. Importantly, residents can provide us with
feedback by e mailing the Parish Office from a link attached to the video. If this pilot proves successful, we hope to repeat the
exercise on different aspects of the Parish .
There is an important piece of Consumer Research conducted by the Home Office that measures how satisfied residents are with
the place where they live. It is called The Place Survey, and all Unitary and Metropolitan Authorities participate. The results
for 2009 were recently published. All the data are condensed down to a percentage ‘score’ that reflects how residents feel
about quality of life issues.
The Borough of Milton Keynes scored 84.7% of respondents saying they were fairly, or very satisfied. Shenley Brook End &
Tattenhoe Parish Council scored 95% for the same two opinions - so, we must be doing something right!! As reported
elsewhere, we now have a new Assistant Warden, Simon Wells, and hopefully will quickly start making his presence felt

David Livingstone
Chairman

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite West-friers).

Full Parish Council
June 28th

July 26th

August 23rd

Sept 27th

Community Committee
June 14th

July 12th

August 9th

Sept 13th

Planning & Environment Committee
June 7th
July 5th
August 2nd
Sept 6th
Members of the public are welcome to any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the
Clerk on 01908 521528 beforehand to check that there have not been
any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Rosemary Drewett (Lib Dem)
Gerald Small (Conservative)
Member

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

of Parliament for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart MP

Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050

Can We Help You
Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of this page.

Iain Stewart MP
The Parish Council is non-political but whatever
your political persuasion, we are sure you will join
with us in congratulating Iain on becoming an
MP.
Iain has been an active member of the Parish
Council for a number of years and was a strong
supporter of our opposition to the Kingsmead
South proposals in 2008.

For advertising details, contact the clerk on 01908 521538 To contribute to the Community News, please write to:The Clerk, Shenley Brook end & Tattenhoe Parish Council, 6 Wimborne Cres., Westcroft District Centre Milton Keynes MK4 4DE.
You can email us at:- clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk and Visit our website at:- www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council does not endorse any goods or services advertised in the Community News or subscribe to, or endorse
any political party.
FINAL COPY DATE: August 6th 2010 - Anything received after this date may not be accepted for the next issue
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Planning & Environment
Committee Report
There have been no major planning issues since the last report, although
the play area at Killerton Close has given rise to some concern regarding
problems of drainage around the sand pit. This has now been resolved but
the inclusion of a sand pit with the potential health risks from local pets
and wildlife is causing some concern.
The community centre at Oxley Park is nearing completion and is soon to
open and work has started on the sports pavilion at Westcroft.
On a different planning mater the Committee has recently considered a
license application for the new Rugby Club Sports Pavilion in Bowland
Drive. It was the view of the Committee that the extent of the license
application was such as to cause an unacceptable nuisance to local
residents. The Parish Council has submitted an objection to the licensing
authority to this effect.
On the subject of environmental matters we have been very disappointed
at the lack of response to last time’s article on community involvement in
projects to enhance your local environment. Some activities are reported
elsewhere in this issue but these are initiated either by the Parish Council
itself or by local schools. In order to have a ‘second shot’ at this there is
a separate article on page 6 repeating last time’s offer. Please look at it
and get together with neighbours to make a difference.

Keith Thomas

Chairman Planning & Environment Committee

Community Committee
Report
The Community Committee continues to consider ways in which the
Parish Council engages with and supports the local community. As the
Chairman of the Parish Council, David Livingstone, has referred to
elsewhere, we have agreed to the funding of a video which will
showcase the work of our youth team which works tirelessly to
engage with the youth of the parish and provide opportunities for a
wide range of young people to meet together in sporting and social
activities.
Throughout this issue you will find instances where the Parish Council
is involved in, or facilitating community activity.
Since the last issue we have provided grant funding to a variety of
local organisations amounting to over £1800.
Tattenhoe Community Group has had a grant to cover the cost of
printing a newsletter for a year.
MK Ace Tennis has received funding to support a ‘Family Tennis Day’
at Shenley Brook End School.
Kingsmead Parent Toddler Group has had support to cover the cost of
hiring the hall in the new Oxley Park Community Centre.
Whaddon Under 5’s who meet in the village hall and many of whom
live in Kingsmead & Westcroft has had a grant towards the cost of a
new hut in which to store their play equipment.
Last but by no means least, as you will see on page 9 of this issue we
paid for the cost of the willows for the living willow sculpture at
Priory Rise School.
All in all a busy spring period.

Chris Williams
Chairman Community Committee

Farewell to Clerk
Chris Gallacher, Clerk to the Parish Council for some
10 years has left to pursue other interests. We wish
him and his wife Sheila well for the future.
We hope to recruit a new clerk in the near future.
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GOOD NEWS FOR RESIDENTS IN
SHENLEY LODGE AND FURZTON
NEW PARKING RESTRICTIONS TO EASE CONGESTION
AT MAJOR BOWL EVENTS
For years, residents in Shenley Lodge and Furzton have suffered
major inconvenience due to selfish and inconsiderate parking, by
people attending major concerts held at The Bowl. Driveways have
been blocked, pavements restricted and, in a number of instances,
parking on residential roads was so bad that in the event of an
emergency, ambulances and fire engines could not pass safely
because roads were effectively inaccessible, with vehicles parked
either side of narrow estate roads.
Despite ‘No Parking’ signs being placed on grid roads close to The
Bowl, particularly Chaffron Way, Bowl visitors parked on the grass
verges causing damage and restricting visibility for drivers trying to
join the grid road from residential streets.
Ward Councillors Chris Williams, Jenni Ferrans and myself have spent
considerable time trying to sort out this chaos! We have had
numerous meetings with the operator of The Bowl, Gaming
International, and various Milton Keynes Council (MKC) Officers, and
at last we have reached an agreement which we all hope will solve
this problem.
MKC has agreed to introduce a Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) for the
whole of Shenley Lodge and Furzton, which will only be in effect
when there are major concerts at The Bowl. At all other times
parking will be unrestricted, apart from where yellow lines on the
road, or markings next to schools, already control or prohibit parking.
Here’s how the system will work.
• Parking on your own driveway is completely unrestricted.
• Residents and their guests in Shenley Lodge and Furzton who need
to park on the street during a major Bowl concert or event will
need to display a special permit clearly on the dashboard of their
vehicle. Vehicles not displaying a valid permit will attract a Fixed
Penalty Notice.
• All households in Shenley Lodge and Furzton will receive by post,
two residents’ parking permits, free of charge. These permits only
apply within Shenley Lodge & Furzton, and only apply on the days
when there is a major event at The Bowl. Additional permits are
available direct from MKC at a cost of £2.50 each.
• These parking permits will be similar to the ‘scratch off’ permits
which are available from MKC for full time employees who work and
need to park in Central Milton Keynes. They will be clearly marked
“Bowl Event”, and will be valid for a period of 18 months.
• Signs will be erected on the entry points of all roads in both
neighbourhoods, clearly stating that a CPZ is in force, and on-road
parking is controlled by permit only. These signs will be
permanent, but when the CPZ is not in force, the signs will folded
over to obscure the message.
There are some exceptions.
• Disabled drivers and carers displaying the appropriate badges will
be exempt.
• In shopping centres in the two neighbourhoods, parking up to two
hours will be permitted without the need to display a permit. This
is to enable residents who live outside Shenley Lodge and Furzton
to access shops.
We have been told that enforcement of this Controlled Parking Zone
will be ‘rigourous’, and therefore residents are advised to make sure
they display the permit prominently when parking on the road.
At the time of going to press (May), we understand that there is a
major concert at The Bowl on Saturday 24th July, with the possibility
that this might run on to Sunday 25th July. When MKC sends
residents their permits, they will enclose full details on how the
scheme will operate.
We hope that this initiative will help put a stop to the aggravation
endured by residents over recent years.

David Livingstone
Parish Council Chairman
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Meet our New Assistant Parish
Warden
Hi, my name is Simon
Wells, I’m your new
Assistant Parish Warden,
please feel free if you see
me around to say “hi” and
tell me of any issues you
might have around the
Parish, I will be glad to
help you if I can.
I have a wide range of skills
from my previous employment as I worked at a
local Golf Club as a green keeper for 9 years, and I
also have a plumbing background.
In my personal life I am very proactive with sports
and I like to play Squash, Golf and Football in my
free time. I am also a lead singer in a local band
(you may see me around locally), I am also blessed
with two wonderful boys that keep me on my toes.
I’ve been working for the Parish Council for a few
weeks now and I have been involved in a wide
range of jobs with Mark Webber, and learning about
different matters we tackle on a daily basis. I am
also trying to find my way around the parish so
that I have a better understanding of different
issues that each estate might have.

Simon
Parish Warden Team
I would like to introduce Simon Wells, he is a new addition to the Warden
team and started work with the Parish Council during April 2010 as Assistant
Parish Warden. You might have seen him out and about around the Parish
and can read about him and see his picture in this copy of the Community
News.
Simon’s role is the same as mine and he is here to continue the work we
already do, so please feel free to approach him if you see him around the
Parish, or contact him on the his mobile or email He will also be wearing
the same uniform that I do soon so you should be able to spot him easily
enough.
Some of the things we have been dealing with recently are issues at play
parks, dog fouling, fly tipping, dumped newspapers, allotments and helping out at local events. We try to get around
as many play parks on a Monday morning as we can to try to remove broken glass, graffiti and litter. If there are
problems at a play park near you please let us know and we can try to sort them out as soon as possible. If we can’t
deal with the matter ourselves then we will pass it on to Milton Keynes Council.
Simon and I will be carrying some dog bags in our pockets while we walk around the parish and we will offer a bag to
anyone we see not clearing up after their dog. There are quite a few hotspots around the parish where people are
still not clearing up after their dogs. We are trying to spend some time in these areas to educate people about why
they should clear up after their animals. Milton Keynes Council Enforcement Officers could also be in the area and if
they catch anyone not clearing up after their dog then they can issue fixed penalty notice.
Please also remember that it is still an offence if you bag your dog waste but then dump it at a lamp post or in a
bush as this is littering. Please take it to a local dog bin or take it home with you. Thank you.
Mark Webber mobile - 07970902357 email – warden@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Simon Wells mobile – 07891818259 email – simon.wells@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Mark

5

Community News

HELP KEEP YOUR HOME SAFE
Although Milton Keynes is a low crime city there have been
burglaries in your area recently which could have been
avoided.
Cars, laptops, jewellery, money, bank cards, Play Stations, Wiis
and other items have been taken because a few simple
precautions have not been
followed.
• ALL DOORS SHOULD BE
KEY LOCKED when you are
in the house as well as
out. This applies to PVCu
doors as well as wooden
doors. IF YOU ONLY RAISE
THE HANDLE ON THE
INSIDE - a screwdriver
used on the outside can open the lock. Alternatively, a hook
through the letterbox can pull down the handle.
• DO NOT LEAVE KEYS OR HANDBAGS IN SIGHT OF THE
LETTERBOX – most cars are now taken when the keys are
‘fished out’ through the letterbox – door keys are taken from
handbags – some of the ‘hooks’ used are as long as fishing
rods.
• GET A HOUSE ALARM AND USE IT EVERY TIME. People do
report it – most of our burglars are caught when a neighbour
or passer-by phones in when an alarm is ringing. The
burglar often runs away – without your property - if the
alarm is activated. The sound of smashing glass followed by
an alarm will nearly always prompt a report – don’t let the
criminal trash your home.
• MARK YOUR PROPERTY - Join Neighbourhood Watch – ‘SmartWater’ can be purchased at a discount – advice and
information will be sent to you on a regular basis. Also use
a visual marking system.
• LET US KNOW ANYTHING YOU SEE THAT IS SUSPICIOUS. Call
us on 0845 8 505505 for advice, support or to report
anything that you think
will help.
It is extremely distressing
for yourself and your family
if you are the victim of a
burglary. PLEASE try and
prevent it by following the
above suggestions. If you
would like any further help
with security – contact Crime Reduction on 01908 324623.
Jan Hodgkin-son
Crime Reduction Advisor

Get On Your Bike MK 2010 on
behalf of Cancer Research UK	
  
This event has just got bigger and better with each year. This year, for
the first time the event has had its own web-site thanks to Social
Enterprise IT CIC Ltd. For full details including photos from past
events go to: www.getonyourbikemk.org.
You can also contact the organizer Carol Osborne on 01908 502418 for
registration forms. Registrations can also be done through the website.

Pink Sacks
A Reminder that pink sacks are available
for collection at the Parish Office for
anyone who wants them. It’s a good idea
to call 521538 first to make sure staff are
available.
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‘Garden Guerrillas’ !
No doubt some of you will have heard of the ‘Garden
Guerrillas’, groups of individuals who ‘adopt’ areas of waste
land, urban roundabouts and verges which have been badly
maintained and plant shrubs, bulbs and perennial plants to
improve the environment.
Whilst in general Milton Keynes is fortunate in that MKC’s
landscaping department and the Parks Trust do a great job,
there are small pockets of land around the borough which
might benefit from a touch of ‘garden guerrilla’ activity!
In recent discussions with Simon Rose, who is MKC
Landscape Services Officer for our area, he expressed a keen
interest in getting the local community involved in
improvements to the local environment. One group has
already been involved with the tree planting scheme in
Shenley Brook End Park.
It is an aim of this committee and the Parish Council as a
body to encourage residents to come forward with ideas to
improve their immediate surroundings. Landscape Services
have the kit to break up ground, to make bulb planting
easier, and have access to suppliers of shrubs and saplings;
all we need is the enthusiasm and willingness of all of you
out there to come up with suggestions.
I am sure you have all despaired at the needless vandalism
of small trees being snapped off soon after planting - the
play area at Killerton Close is a prime example. If we can get
local people, especially young people to ‘take ownership’ of
some of these open spaces then perhaps the areas can be
kept well maintained and protected from vandalism. So come
on folks, let’s have the ideas! The Parish Council has a
budget for this sort of thing, but to date community ideas
have not been forthcoming. Now is the time to think about
it in preparation for autumn planting.

Clear-sight
Opticians
• NHS & Private Eye Tests
• All Types of Contact Lenses
• Budget & Designer Frames
• VDU Screening
• Free Car Parking
• Free Frames for Children
Personal, Friendly & Reliable Service

‘The Mall’ Westcroft District Centre

MK4 4DD

01908 504740
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What’s the Weather Like?
Parish Councillor Dave Edmunds has his own weather station and
keeps a record of the local weather all the year round. Here are his
facts & figures for the last few months.
Dec 2009 - Max Temp 12℃ on 06th / Min Temp -5℃ on 24th.
We had 44mm of rain.
Jan 2010 - Max 9℃ on 17th / Min -6℃ on the 7th
It was a cold month but every day did make it to just above freezing
point.
It was a dry month with just 32mm of rain, well most of it was snow.
Feb 2010 - Max 10℃ on 6th / Min -3℃ on 21st
Again a cold month but still we made positive temp every day.
53mm of rain.
March 2010 - Max 17℃ on 25th / Min -4℃ on the 8th
Quite a normal March, but not compared with many of the more
recent Marchs.
Rainfall 37mm.
April 2010 - Max 22℃ on the 24th / Min 1℃ on the 17th, no below
freezing nights at all, most unusual, must be global warming !
Most of the time we totally fail to notice unusual weather events.
Who would be impressed by not having a sub zero night during April,
no one but it is very exceptional.
Rainfall 13mm - this is a really tiny amount of rain, around half an
inch in old money, for April ! No wonder the ground is cracking and
hard.
If the weather pattern continues as it has since December we will be
in for a hot and very dry Summer. What brings us cold weather in the
Winter brings Hot weather in the Summer, but knowing our luck it
will all go wrong and end up being wet and cool. You have to love
the UK weather.
Going on holiday? - want to see what the weather is actually like
TODAY go to our website and follow the links to real time weather
conditions at over 3000 locations worldwide.
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Bright Ideas for Edison Square - Update - Early May 2010
Under the oak trees are thousands of Bluebells. Soon there will be a dancing white mass of Cow parsley-Queen Anne’s lace, more romantically.
A Great spotted woodpecker’s alarm call “like a fairy with hiccups”, followed me round.
Last year, Shenley Brook End Parish Council and Milton Keynes Council
were approached by residents wanting to attract
more wildlife to the park. We decided on more
flowers to attract insects and add colour when the
park goes “all green” in summer.
Last autumn a worn-out shrub bed was replanted as
a “community garden” by council staff and
volunteers. Children from Caroline Haslett School
had a wonderful time planting daffodil bulbs in
sticky mud. Hollies and Hazels were planted in the
woodland (though some of the Hollies disappeared before Christmas!).
Now, bird boxes and two bat boxes, made and decorated by Caroline Haslett children,
have gone up in the trees.
This summer the pergola will be repaired and repainted. Next winter the roses will be replanted and next
year a “pictorial meadow” of vibrant flowers will brighten up the park entrance.
Can you help?
Volunteers are needed to see the bird (and bat) boxes remain in good
condition and are being used. Each one is numbered, and a plan can
be provided.
Volunteers are also wanted to help us care for the new flower bed,
which needs “TLC” like any proper garden. If you live locally and
would like to help, please give me a call, or look out for notices
advertising work parties.
Chris Coppock, Countryside Officer, Milton Keynes Council. Tel.
01908-252590, chris.coppock@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Shenley Brook End School Display their Talents
Congratulations to all the students who took part in ‘The Artist & the Poet’ exhibition at the AIM Gallery, Central MK
in March. The exhibition was visited by over 500 people, making it the most successful exhibition in the Gallery’s
history! Here are just a few of the pictures on display to give a flavour of their incredible talent.
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Willow Sculpture at Priory Rise School
Rosemary Clarke of GEM-K contacted the Parish Council earlier in the year and outlined a plan to involve
the children at Priory Rise School in constructing a living willow sculpture. Rosemary’s enthusiasm for the
project was infectious and we agreed to fund the cost of purchasing the willow twigs (withies) from which
the sculpture is formed.
We were invited to the school in mid March to see the ‘planting’ taking place. Eight weeks later we
returned and were pleased to see that the twigs had taken root and leaves were sprouting. The willow will
gradually thicken up and form a welcome shade for the children in the summer months as well as a fun
place to play.
Priory Rise School is coming towards the end
of its second year. In spite of no sign of new
housing in the area, the school has more than
150 pupils and will have even more in
September. One of the challenges of a new
building is the lack of shade for outdoor play
in the summer. Schools are also being
encouraged to develop outdoor classrooms.
Here's a recipe to address these issues.

Method
Sprinkle children throughout the following
activities:
1) Place dibber in centre of proposed circular
structure, attach 1.5m string to draw a circle,
cut and remove turfs
2) Sort willow and trim cut ends
3) Use dibber to make holes around the circle
4) Twist fine willow into portholes
5) Insert longest, strongest willows; bend over
and tie into dome shape
6) In between, plant and weave shorter willows
into walls, adding in the portholes
7) Water well
8) On warm summer days climb inside and enjoy
the leafy shade!

March

Ingredients
Inspiration from GEM-K*
Expert knowledge from Anita Osborne**
100 enthusiastic children
Several helpful adults
2 large bundles of willow
Rubber ties
Weed retardant matting
1 turf cutter
2 loppers
1 large strong dibber
1 length of string
Funding from the Parish
Council

May

* GEM-K Global Education Milton Keynes, a charity based at Priory Rise School, which works with schools across Milton Keynes on
sustainability and bringing a global dimension to learning. www.gemk.org.uk
**Anita Osborne is a locally based community artist as well as an experienced teacher. She has produced a variety of willow
structures for public places and private homes. With a background in environmental science, she loves encouraging schools to
get outside and look more closely at their environments. She aims to open the door for everyone to discover something new
about themselves through creative interaction.
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Garden Pottering with Ginnie
This spring the weather has given us a season of
contrasts. Having had a very cold start it suddenly
turned unseasonably warm and then in late April we had
lovely days with very cold nights. The old net curtains
came in very handy and saved a lot of my patio plants as
I wrapped them up when a
cold night was forecast. As
I mentioned in my last
article I don’t actually use
much horticultural fleece as
its expensive, I use old net
curtains and this year they
worked a dream especially
on the fuchsias and
geraniums.
I was away on holiday for
most of May and left my
garden in the capable hands of my daughter-in-law. It
is very easy when booking a holiday to overlook the
garden and then return to a dry barren waste or a foot
high lawn. A little planning will help if you don’t have a
willing friend or family member. Try to put any movable
pots where they won’t get the direct sun and remember
my tip from last time which I think is worth repeating
“if you have patio pots that need watering whilst you
are away, save plastic lemonade bottles, cut off the
bottom, make a hole in the cap, fill them with water and
bury one or more upturned so they gradually feed water
into the plant pots.” To help preserve your lawn do not
apply any feed or weed chemicals to the lawn in the 2 –
3 weeks leading up to your holiday. They give it a
growth surge as well as getting rid of weeds or moss and
this won’t help if no one is mowing it for you.
I am not into using modern chemicals so when I
returned at the end of May I used lawn sand on the
lawns. This kills off the moss very quickly but remember
to rake the moss out once it is dead or it will eventually
revive and spread throughout your lawn, but don’t do it
too soon or you will spread the spores.
Returning at the end of May I needed to give my fruit
and vegetables a bit of a boost so I used Growmore. It’s
a very old fashioned fertiliser which I remember my
father using as National Growmore in my childhood, and
is very effective, especially when mixed with chicken
pellets.
Lawn Sand, Growmore and Chicken Pellets are generic
names and can be bought cheaply even in the
supermarkets so you are not paying for the “Brand”
name and all the related advertising costs.
Flowers and vegetables grown from seed or plugs should
not be put out too soon as you could still get caught
out by a late frost, even in late May or early June. I
once had blackened potato shoots caused by a frost on
15th June. Tip - Late sowings will always catch up.
You may have lost plants in patio pots during the
extreme cold of last winter. They had probably survived
in previous years so before you replant your pots get
some bubble wrap and put it around the inside of the
pot before adding new compost. This will give the roots
more protection as it is the roots that can’t take the
cold, the plant itself would have been dormant. Also it
is best not to use plastic pots, they will not give the
plant’s roots any protection if we get another bad
winter.
Pruning is something friends always ask me about as
they are never sure when it should be done. There is no
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mystique to this, just one simple rule. Pruning should
be done after flowering. So spring flowering shrubs
should be pruned in early summer. Summer flowering
shrubs should be pruned
in early autumn and
autumn flowering shrubs
should be pruned around
the end of January. If
you prune too late you
will be getting rid of the
growth which would
produce next year’s
flowers.
If your daffodils were blind this year you can remedy
this if you act fast NOW. The reason they are blind is
that they are not planted deep enough to keep them
moist during the summer. If the daffodil bulb dries out
during July the new flower bud fails to form deep inside
the bulb and you will not have a bloom next year. Bulb
growers keep the new bulbs in a moist atmosphere
before putting them on sale in the autumn. Your
problem could be caused simply by not planting deep
enough or in some cases, where you have large drifts, as
the bulbs grow they force each other towards the
surface simply trying to shoulder each other out of the
way.
To keep most annual flowers looking good for as long as
possible, dead head them daily. If a plant thinks it has
done its duty and produced seeds it will start to fade
but by dead heading it keeps on producing flowers.
Enjoy your garden this summer.

Ginnie

Summer 2010

Long Meadow School - ‘Big Tidy Up’
Children at Long Meadow School were able to put something into the community - whilst actually taking something
out - all at the same time as they embarked on their ‘Big Tidy Up’
project.
The children worked in groups to pick litter from the areas surrounding
the school. Using litter pickers, the children collected 31 black bags of
waste, 11 sacks to be recycled and several larger items such as car and
bike wheels and a road sign. The Primary School in Shenley Brook End
was supported in this task by the Parish Council, Keep Britain Tidy and
Milton Keynes Council.
Deputy Headteacher, David Morley, commented:
“It is vitally important that the children develop an understanding of
the role they play within the local community. We all have a choice to
either sit back and hope for the best, expecting someone else to make
their environment more attractive and sustainable, or we can take
direct action together”.
The children worked so
hard together to ensure
the tidying was done. We
were delighted that
several local people
commented on the
fantastic job the children
were doing. It made it all
worthwhile. We very
much hope that the ‘Big
Tidy Up’ will become a
regular fixture in the
Long Meadow calendar.

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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Youth Team Report
Meet our Youth Team. All of our youth work in the Parish is going very
well and as we continue to grow. We are currently running a youth club
at Furzton on a Tuesday night, Games in the Park on Westcroft every
Wednesday, and Football at Tattenhoe every Thursday all alongside work
with schools and detached youth work covering the whole Parish.

Students from all school years have got a chance to go
out and help improve their estate this spring.
The youth team are currently organising events for the summer to
encourage young people to be a part of their communities and make a
positive difference. We are putting together activities to encourage
young people to join the new Youth Neighbourhood Action Groups
(Youth NAG’s), which will not only provide youth club type fun but also
The Youth Team
get the chance to help make their estates nicer places to be in.
l to r - Karen Wheeler, Andy Ridgway, Alex Gowan &
Look out for our advertising or if you think you may be interested in joining the group, registerTim
your
interest by e-mailing Andy
Simonds.
on:
youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

Games in the Park
Following on from last year we are once again running our fun sessions on the
playing fields at Westcroft.
These sessions are based around our portable football goals, tennis net, kite, and
loads of other outdoor games and run on Wednesday nights from 5-7pm. If you’re
interested then just come along and meet us on the field and join the fun.
Once it is completed we are hoping to carry on from this session indoors in the
pavilion, allowing us to continue providing for young people on Westcroft in the
form of a new youth club.
If you require any more information please feel free to contact me on 07970 902570
or youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

Young people organise Secret Sports
During the Easter School holidays a group of five Year Nine
students from Shenley Brook End School organised a new concept
know as Secret Sports. Matthew Shepherd, Carl Tippin, Alex Jones,
Rajan Talwar, and Dario Tangi first came up with the idea as part of
the What’s The Big Idea completion in 2009 and received £500
funding to put their ideas into practice. Teaming up with Ella
Newland (Director of Extended Learning Shenley Brook End
School), Tracy Leicester (Extended Services), and Andy Ridgway
(Parish Council), they planned the activities, produced publicity,
and helped promote the session.
The aim of the project is to engage young people in a range of fun
healthy activities that they would not normally have access to.
They found that the majority of out of school activities usually
revolve around football and the group thought that young people deserved a better choice and hoped that this would help to
engage more of them.
The week’s activities were a great success with fantastic feedback from all participants. The group are now planning to run one
session a week for the duration of the summer again, offering some different activities for young people who live in the Parish.
More information we be displayed on our
website or contact
youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Westcroft Pavilion
Residents of Westcroft will be very aware
of the building work currently going on at
the top of the Westcroft playing fields;
this is the new community sports pavilion.
It is hoped that once completed it will
provide an extra space for groups to meet
as well as being home to a new Youth club
providing activities for young people and
changing rooms for football teams.
Once the building is complete we will be
holding an opening party that will provide
a range of activities and hopefully a real summer party atmosphere on the estate. A date is yet to be set for this event but please
keep an eye out for posters in the Parish office window and also on our website. www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
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Kids Corner
Welcome back to Kids Corner! We hope you find
the Bletchley Park theme interesting; it’s a
place where spies and codes really did exist and
it is just down the road from you!!
Very important secret work was done at
Bletchley Park which helped Britain to win
World War II. The Germans were using a
machine called “Enigma” to send their messages
to each other in code.
Luckily some really clever people at Bletchley
Park were able to work out how the machine
worked, crack the codes and read the messages.
One man involved in working out how Enigma
worked was called Alan Turing, he was a
mathematician who worked at Bletchley Park.
This breakthrough meant our army knew what
the Germans planned to do which was very
useful!
The competition this edition is the word search
below with a Bletchley Park theme. Find the
following words in the word search. Words can
be diagonal, forwards, up or down
CODES

VICTORY

COLOSSUS

SPY

ENIGMA

ULTRA

MESSAGES

TURING

B
M
R
D

I
E
N
I

P
S
V
Z

C
S
I
C

O
A
L
C

D
G
P
H

E
E
O
M

S
S
H
T

X
J
H
J

Q
C
O
L

A

G

O

S

K

Y

R

U

L

O

F

M

W

R

P

B

L

R

D

S

C

A

N

C

G

Y

R

I

U

S

I

U

R

B

C

R

K

N

I

U

W

J

U

L

T

R

A

G

H

S

V

K

P

V

I

C

T

O

R

Y

When you have solved it, cut out and send it to
us by 1st July 2010 with your age, name and
address for the chance to win a book or music
token worth £20 to:
FREEPOST RSCU-ALRH-LZLS
6 Wimborne Crescent
MILTON KEYNES, MK4 4DE
You don’t even need a stamp!
Good luck!!
For all you budding code breakers have a go at
this. Write the alphabet out in a long line from
A-Z and then under A write 1, under B write 2
and so on;

A B C D E ….
1 2 3 4 5 …..
Now, have a go at cracking the following
message:
13 5 5 20 / 13 5 / 2 25 / 20 8 5 / 7 18 1 19
19 25 / 2 1 14 11 / 14 5 1 18 /20 8 5 / 15 12
4 / 6 1 18 13

Spring Issue
Competition Winners
Congratulations to Mia Sawjani (age 9) and
Kyal Barton (age 11), winers of the
‘Springtime’ word competition in the last
issue. Both winners attend Emerson Valley
School. Mia enjoys painting and requested a
Hobbycraft voucher while Kyal has kept his
options open and gone for a WH Smith
token.
Mia found a very creditable 47 words and
Kyal found an astonishing 139 - WOW!

Parish Council Chairman David Livingstone
and Councillor Natasha Leonards, who
compiles the ‘Kids Corner’ for Community
News, visited the school recently to
present the prizes at a school assembly.

Mia & Kyal with David Livingstone &
Natasha Leonards.
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

KINGSMEAD

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre

Kingsmead
Community House

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ Fusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Puddles Pre-School ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)
◆ Weightwatchers

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall
Church End Road, Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Aerobics/Pilates with April MK550270
(Monday 18:30 -20:30)
◆ Yoga with Katie
(6-7pm beginners, 7-8 others Tuesday MK317108)
◆ Acorns Toddler Group(10:00-12:00
Thursday in term time)
◆ Bingo (2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays)
◆ Le Club Francais (10:00am - 12:15pm
Saturdays) - see ‘What’s On for more info.
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Mondays from
2:00pm - 4:00pm
◆ Karate for beginners From Jan
2010(Sunday 5:30-7:00pm) Call Andrew
Jones 07961159191

NORTH FURZTON
Ridge-way
Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs ◆ Geological Society
◆ Keyne Crafters
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Tutti-Frutti Pre-school
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Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Brownies ◆ Dance Group
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆ Healing Group
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH
River Valley Centre
Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Sliming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Spanish & French Lessons
◆ SWASP After Schools Holiday Club
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley LodgeMeeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Bosom Pals
◆ NCT Baby Club
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

37 Picton Street,Kingsmead.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Naveed Ahmed on 01908 330251
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Money Lifeline (by appointment
only)01908 504628)
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆ Parent & Toddler Group (Tuesdays)
◆ Available for private hire

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots
◆ Weightwatchers

WESTCROFT
Westcroft
Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ After School Club (SWASP)
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ Ismalis Group
◆ Jesus Fellowship Church
◆ MK Pipe Band
◆ MK Embroiderers' Guild
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers
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What’s On?
EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays 5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being
able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper
limit. - £3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astro-turf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Football for Fun: for all ages, male & female, from 6 years old and
upwards. Sessions are on Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm & 7:30pm 9:00pm for wheelchair footballers.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 or Julie on 07941 817841
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall 2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-11 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 10-11am & 11:15-12:15 Shenley Brook End.
Every Thursday in Bancroft 5:15-6:15pm
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Shenley Brook End 10-11 & 11:15-12:15
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759287206 for further
information and book your free trial.
email:helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk
Website:www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones
Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still
available on the parish website along with
much more news and information at:
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening - 6.30-7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Margaret on 231764 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies under 1 year & their carers. Tuesday
mornings 10 am - 11:15 am at SBE Village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 0 - 5 year olds with their carers. No
charge. Every Thursday, in term time, 10:00 -12:00. SBE Village Hall.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps of
square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www.10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract

Shenley Brook End Village Fete
Saturday 17th July 2-4:30. ‘Picnic in the Park’ 4:30 till late.
New Life Church MK West
Every Sunday Morning 10:30am Oxley Park School
Carol Service 4:00pm December 20th
Contact 01908 521433 for more information or visit our website
www.newlifewest.org.uk
Milton Keynes Chorale
Accompanied by period instruments, Milton Keynes Chorale will
perform Bach’s St John Passion in the Church of Christ the
Cornerstone on March 20th at 8 pm. Tickets available from 01908
320958 or online at www.mkchorale.org.uk.Prices £15, £12 (concs.
£2 off), under 16s only £1

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 3,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

New Advertising Rates
As a result of improved efficiency and the use of new technology
we are pleased to be able to offer reduced rates as follows
starting with the Autumn issue:
Full Page
£150
Half Page (landscape)
£75
Quarter Page (portrait)
£40
‘Business card’ (90mmx50mm approx)
£15
Ideally artwork should in pdf or jpeg format. If text is supplied as a ‘Word’
document any pictures should be submitted separately as jpegs. We regret
we are unable to accept ‘Publisher’.
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Two New Sure Start Children’s Centres
Serving Our Community to Open Soon
Sure Start Children’s Centres are at the forefront of the Government’s commitment to improve outcomes for
children and families. The aim of a Children’s Centre is to ensure that all families with children aged 0-5 years
will have better access to services and support.
Working in partnership with other professionals the Children’s Centres will offer local access and signposting to a
range of services including community health, a childminders’ group, parenting support and information and
advice on childcare options, and employment and training for adults.

Furzton

Oxley Park

A new Sure Start Children’s Centre serving families from
Emerson Valley Furzton, Shenley Brook End and Shenley
Lodge will soon be opening next to Merebrook Infant
School on Dulverton Drive, Furzton.

You may have noticed the building work going on next
to Oxley Park School. The building is due to be
completed at the beginning of June 2010. This will
provide a Community Facility and a Sure Start Children’s
Centre.

The brand new building will offer an exciting program of
activities for families and children under 5 including
stay and play sessions, a creative play session, music
group and baby group. The Children’s Centre will also
have a sensory room that can be used by individual
families or small groups.
What we provide depends on what the local community
would like. We will be hosting a ‘Welcome Week’ at the
beginning of June when we invite everyone to come
along to the Children’s Centre to sample some of the
activities and look at our excellent facilities. Look out
for the program of activities!
We are also running a competition to give the centre a
name. We invite all children, aged 10 and under to come
up with a name and logo. Please send all ideas to the
Children’s Centre or to Merebrook Infant School by
Monday 7th June. All entries will be displayed in the
Children’s Centre throughout June.
This is your Children’s Centre and we welcome all views
about our services.
If you would like any further information, please
contact:
Anne Train, Furzton Children’s Centre Co-ordinator
07920 576679 or e-mail: anne.train@milltonkeynes.gov.uk

The Sure Start Centre has been named “Little Owls” Sure
Start Children’s Centre. It will have a multi agency
approach in bringing together services and activities to
meet identified needs of families and their children
under five years of age. Ante-natal and Post Natal
Services will also be available.
Although offering a universal service, the Children’s
Centre aims to reach families living in Oxley Park,
Westcroft, Tattenhoe and Kingsmead. Parents/carers will
be supported in improving outcomes for their children,
through services and activities offered.
For further information you may like to visit the Sure
Start Website:
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/surestart
The Community Facility part of the building offers two
community halls and a meeting room.
Interest has
been received from potential hirers such as: Cub Scouts,
Dance Class Providers, Yoga Teachers, The Embroiderers
Guild, Kingsmead Pre-School, a Parent and Toddler
Group, New life Church and Age Concern.
For enquiries about the Children’s Centre or the
Community Facility please contact:
Jane Webb. Oxley Park Children’s Centre Co-ordinator
07947 315995. e-mail; jane.webb@miltonkeynes.gov.uk

Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DE. Tel: 01908 521538
Editor K Thomas
Circulation 10,000 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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