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CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT
This has been a testing year for this Parish Council. For eight
months we have had to deal with a serious and difficult
personnel issue that has involved nearly all Members spending
time and effort to manage it.
However, this matter is now resolved and we can go forward and
concentrate our efforts on more positive matters - serving the
residents of this Parish.
The economic downturn, or crisis, if you prefer, has affected
this Parish Council, as it has in every other walk of life.
Evidence of this can be seen in three areas: interest on
investments, major building projects, capital funding.
I would like to cover each of these briefly.
INTEREST RATES
The Parish Council has considerable cash reserves. These are
mainly commuted sums, or endowments, passed to us by Milton
Keynes Council and Milton Keynes Partnership, to provide an
income from interest received, which is used to maintain major
assets that we own.
In the recent past, we received interest income measured in
thousands of pounds. In the financial year just ended, the
figure is barely in the hundreds. Falling interest rates mean
that we must be much more prudent in our expenditure plans
for these assets. I propose to recommend to this Parish Council
that we review all our cash deposits, to ensure that these are
earning the maximum return, whilst recognising our legal
obligations as to risk.
MAJOR BUILDING PROJECTS
Last year we saw no major building developments being brought
to us for consultation. This, despite the plans previously
revealed to build some 2,200 dwellings in Kingsmead South and
Tattenhoe Park.
Developers have simply put their plans on hold until the UK
economy stabilises. When that might happen is anyone’s guess!
The media report that the UK has a housing shortage, and I find
it personally perplexing that these residential developments are
not proceeding when mortgages have never been more

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite West-friers).

Full Parish Council
Sept 27th

October 25th

Nov 22nd

Dec 13th

Community Committee
Sept 13th

Oct 11th

Nov 8th

No Meeting

Planning & Environment Committee
Sept 6th
Oct 4th
Nov 1st
Nov 29th
Members of the public are welcome to any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the
Clerk on 01908 521538 beforehand to check that there have not been
any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Rosemary Drewett (Lib Dem)
Gerald Small (Conservative)
Member

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

of Parliament for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart MP

Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050

affordable, and access to cheap loans is available to developers.
Perhaps our new coalition government may have this conundrum
on its agenda.
Accordingly, our Planning & Environment Committee, which
deals with such matters, has not been required to comment.
However, it has been consulted, in the true sense of the word,
on two important issues: a new sports pavilion in Westcroft, and
a multi-occupancy housing development in Emerson Valley, both
of which were modified substantially following comments from
this Committee. These were two very good examples of cooperative engagement between this Parish Council and the
developers.
Our Planning & Environment Committee continues to receive
many planning applications from residents for extensions and
small scale developments. Clearly, householders seem keen to
extend rather than move home. This committee reviews each of
these applications thoroughly, but we raise objections to a very
small number.
The environment element within this committee’s remit has
always been challenging. This is a pleasant parish in which to
live and it does not suffer from neglected areas that require
major intervention from this Parish Council. However, this
committee has recently launched an initiative called, “PRIDE IN
YOUR PARISH”, which is intended to offer support to groups of
residents who express a wish to ‘roll up their sleeves’ and get
involved in tidying up some of the many green amenity areas in
this parish.
This is fully supported by Milton Keynes Council, which will
provide landscaping expertise and equipment where necessary.
The Parish Council will provide modest financial support and
organisational resources to worthwhile projects brought to us.
The first of these “PRIDE IN YOUR PARISH” events took place
recently in Cropton Rise, in Emerson Valley, where a group of
residents, Councillors and Officers, turned up to conduct a deep
cleanse litter pick. Thirty black bags of rubbish, twelve bales of
newspapers, several car tyres, supermarket trolleys, and a host
of other items were removed, in just over one hour!
cont on page 4

Can We Help You
Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of this page.

Parish Councillors
Casual vacancies exist for two Parish Councillors
in the Parish of
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
Persons interested in these voluntary positions
please contact :
The Parish Clerk, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft
District Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
Tel:01908 521538
or email: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
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Chairman’s Report

cont. from page 3

CAPITAL FUNDING
As I said earlier, the UK economic downturn has had a major
effect upon the availability of grants for local authority
capital projects. This directly affects this Parish Council, in
that we are still seeking funding for a new Parish Office in
Westcroft. In the current year, we will need to focus on this
because’ the clock is ticking’ and the lease on our current
office is short term only.
I would like to say a few words about our Community
Committee. Amongst other things, this committee is
responsible for making grants available to organisations
seeking financial support for projects within this parish.
Despite the financial constraints referred to earlier, I’m
pleased to report that this committee approved grants
totalling over £12,000 last year. All such grant applications
are thoroughly examined and each must meet strict criteria;
the applicant must be a ‘not for profit’ concern; the money
must directly benefit residents in this parish and the
organisation must demonstrate that it has a structure in
place to manage and account for any funds we provide.
We won’t deal with ‘back of an envelope’ accounting
processes!
The provision of grants is an important part of how this
Parish Council supports the local community and despite the
pressure on funding, this Parish Council intends to maintain
the level of grant aid in this new financial year
Your Parish Council now has seven Officers, soon to be eight.
These are the people who deliver the policies and actions
that Parish Council Members democratically resolve and
determine. Without them, this Parish Council could not
function.

Youth Team Report
Farewell Tim
The Youth Team bid a fond farewell recently
to Tim Simmonds who has left our team to
pursue a full time youth worker position with
the ‘Future Hope’ organisation in Hertford.
Tim joined us in a voluntary position in 2007
as part of his university degree course and
for the past twelve months worked in a paid
position as an assistant youth worker. During
this time he helped start the Furzton Youth
Club, helped plan and deliver educational work with Long
Meadow School, and had an active involvement in all the
sessions we now run.
We would like to thank Tim for all his hard work as an integral
part of our team for the past three years and wish him all the
best as he starts his full time career in Youth Work.
Young Women’s Multi Sports Sessions
We started this session in January 2009 to counterbalance the
male orientated football sessions the Youth Team had been
running in Tattenhoe and Shenley Brook End. Aimed at
providing a fun and active session just for girls aged 11-16 it
offers a range of sports
activities along side a
chance to just relax and
chat. During the last
twelve months this
session has grown and we
now have a nicely mixed
group creating a vibrant
and enjoyable session.
To celebrate the end of
the school year this group
decided that they would
like to go on a trip to
Cadburys’ World to experience the history of the Cadburys brand
and perhaps more realistically sample lots of the chocolate. The
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Andy Ridgway, our Youth Team Leader, heads up a team of
three youth workers, who provide a wide range of activities
for our younger residents. The motivation behind this is
simple: provide something better than hanging around
underpasses causing trouble.
Andy’s team deserve credit for their hard work in engaging
with young people and providing activities, which I believe
are the envy of other Parish & Town Councils in Milton
Keynes.
We’ve recently doubled our Parish Warden staff! Simon Wells
has joined us as Assistant Parish Warden, supporting Mark
Webber. This is a big parish – 24,000 residents, eight
neighbourhoods, 10,500 dwellings – and we determined that
one Warden was not enough. Residents tell us that things
such as litter, graffiti and dog mess, are problems that the
Parish Council needs to address. An additional Warden will
provide us with an important extra resource to tackle these
issues.
I would like to end this report with a couple of
appreciations: To my fellow Councillors who have supported
the Parish Council’s policies and decisions with energy and
commitment. Without these enthusiastic people, the Parish
Council would be less of a force than it is.
To Carole McMillan, our Deputy Clerk, who has made a major
impact on this Parish Council’s influence and success. I
would like to formally recognise her contribution.
Inevitably, I may have missed something from this report,
and if so, please accept my apologies.

David Livingstone
Chairman

Parish Council fully funded the trip for ten of the group to catch
the train up to Birmingham, supervised by members of the
youth team, spend the day enjoying the Cadbury World
experience and then travel back. We had a fantastic day that
involved the group learning new facts, getting to travel as a
group, learning some new group skills, and most importantly
having a lot of fun.
The group will reconvene in September for a new and extended
time slot so look out for the advertising and if you are a young
women between 11 and 16 years old why not come along.
West Flank Interagency Fun Day
On Wednesday 28th July we held a Fun & Information Day at
Tattenhoe Sports Pavilion. The day was organised by a multi
agency group consisting of representatives from Shenley Church
End Parish Council, Milton Keynes Council’s Community
Development, Extended
Services, and our Parish
Youth Team. We had a
total of 21 agencies
present on the day and
had lots of fun
activities ranging from
a bouncy castle and
‘Zorbing Ball’, to play
dough making and face
painting. We estimated
around 400 people
attended the event and
we have had very positive comments from everyone involved.
I would especially like to thank Abbie Griffin, Lily Taylor
Williams, Chloe Thomson Smith, Danielle Marshall, Joe Smith,
and Keenan Tudor for their hard work as volunteers on the day.
The group helped paint faces, create examples for the arts and
craft tables, and helped run the bouncy castle. These events
would be very hard to run without the support of many
volunteers and all those involved showed a great level of
maturity and we look forward to their involvement in the
future.
cont on page 5
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Tattenhoe’s New Fence
Unfortunately the Astroturf at Tattenhoe Pavilion has seen a great
deal of misuse and vandalism since it opened 5 years ago. Although
this is a community facility it is not, as many people may think,
open access. Over the past few years it has had a large number of
goals damaged by misuse, holes burned in a number of places in the
pitches and holes cut in the perimeter fence, making it dangerous
and lacking security.
It is hoped that the new
fence can be the first step in
reducing these problems and
making sure that the Astroturf
surface does not get
damaged, costing more and
more money and making the
surface dangerous for its
users.
Due to the amount of damage
the Astroturf has sustained the pavilion management are now
working even harder to ensure that people are not using it without
paying and will be contacting the police if anybody is seen to be
trespassing in the area and causing damage.
The Parish Youth Team run a fun football session on the Astroturf
every Thursday 5-6pm, completely free of charge to anyone aged
8-18 years, giving young people not only the chance to use this
fine facility but also a chance to meet new people and engage in
some positive activity. Hertsmere Leisure are very generous with the
reduction in hire which allows us to run these sessions for free all
year round. However, if they keep having to spend money on
security and repairs this may not always be the case. So we ask that
you help them by ensuring that your children know that the
Astroturf is not free for them to use. Please report any signs of
damage that you see in the area and particularly groups who are
using the area at weekends when the centre is not open.
We are very lucky to have such a great facility in our Parish and with
the help of the community I am sure that we can help improve it.

Andy Ridgway
Youth Leader

Community Committee
Report

The Food Bank which provides food parcels to local
families in need via a network of over 70 local referral
agencies has also received a grant.

I have recently been appointed Chair of the Community
Committee and I am pleased to report on the
continuing community activity facilitated by the Parish
Council, some of which are covered in this issue. The
youth team has successfully engaged a wide range of
young people in sporting and social activities during
the summer.

Watling Valley Ecumenical Partnership – holiday club.
Tattenhoe Football Club – new kit for the under 10 team,
and football goals and new balls.

Since the last issue, we have provided grant funding of
around £3,500 to locally based organisations as well as
some operating district wide but providing services or
activities for local residents.
The following organisations have received funding this
quarter:
Milton Keynes Community Mediation Service, which
deals with neighbour disputes and continues to provide
support to residents in the parish.
Milton Keynes City Orchestra will be arranging musical
performances in Autumn 2010. We are pleased that
they will be engaging with elderly residents at
Hungerford House in Emerson Valley and Courtney
Lodge in Furzton, as well as Oxley Park Children’s
Centre.

Local organisations that have also received funding are:

MK Basketball Association – family fun day and basketball
tournament on 25 July.
Brookfield Rangers Football Club – football kit for Ospreys
Team.
We have also provided more dog and litter bins in
response to requests by local residents.
Much of our funding has supported pre-school and school
age young people and we are keen to receive requests for
services or activities for working age, retired and elderly
residents. We will continue to support local and district
organisations with funding for activities or services that
benefit local residents, so please contact us to discuss
further if you need help. You are always welcome to
attend our monthly meetings.

Christine De.Myers-Robinson
Chair Community Committee
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Shenley Brook End School
Successes
Shenley Brook End School has had success on and
off the sports field this year. Here are just a few
examples.

BASKETBALL
Shenley Brook End School celebrated its first
national sporting success as the Year 11 Basketball
Team took home the coveted National Championship,
beating Braking Abbey Basketball Academy in the
semi-final and then Reddish Vale Tech in the
national final.

The National Championship is part of a Basketball
treble for Shenley Brook End, as the team has
already accumulated the Milton Keynes Schools
Tournament and the County Cup over what has been
a monumental undefeated season for the Year 11
Team!

The Eyes Have It!
Iain Stewart, who was recently elected MP for Milton
Keynes South and is a Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe
Parish Councillor, paid a visit
to local Clearsight Opticians
to find out why regular eye
tests are so important in
preventing blindness, and was
given an eye examination by
optometrist Susan Knight. She
explained the health benefits
of regular eye tests,
emphasising that early detection is a simple way to
maintain good eye health.
Dispensing
optician and
practice owner
Arif Master said:
“Mr Stewart was
very interested
in the services
we provide and
was keen to help
us promote the
health benefits
of regular sight
tests".
Iain Stewart with Arif Master and
members of Staff

6

CRICKET
Not to be outdone, the Year 7 Cricket team became
Milton Keynes School League champions.
Congratulations to those involved and we look
forward to further success in the future.

Meanwhile, off the field:COUNTEC INVESTORS’ AWARDS
Countec help to organise work experience
placements for our
year 10 students and
at the end of the year
like to celebrate the
success of the
students by staging
an awards evening.
This year Shenley
Brook End student,
Noor Rehman, was
presented with the
‘Outstanding
Achievement in the
Work Placement’
award. An
achievement of which
both the school and
Noor are very proud.

Clearsight
Opticians
• NHS & Private Eye Tests
• All Types of Contact Lenses
• Budget & Designer Frames
• VDU Screening
• Free Car Parking
• Free Frames for Children
• Personal, Friendly &
Reliable Service

‘The Mall’ Westcroft District Centre

MK4 4DD

01908 504740
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Priory Rise Kaleidoscope
Pupils at Priory Rise School have been celebrating the
unveiling of a giant kaleidoscope containing extracts
from their favourite storybooks.
Kaleidoscope has been commissioned by Milton Keynes
Council Arts Team in partnership with the school. Artist
Simon Watkinson developed the kaleidoscope idea after
research into the local area and interactions with the
children and teachers at the school.
Working with the students, Simon developed the
kaleidoscope; the items in the object chamber represent
aspects of the area and the new school to act as a
creative time capsule.
Filled with animals, numbers and favourite storybook
extracts selected by the children, the students are able to
turn the kaleidoscope and view the changing patterns to
explore the concept of change.
Head teacher Sue Cox at said: “The pupils have thoroughly enjoyed being part of this project. It has given them an
opportunity to learn from a professional artist and understand how their surroundings can help form wonderful art.
The kaleidoscope has become a fantastic feature in our library and a great way to engage the children in the
development and growth of the local area. We also really wanted the kaleidoscope to ‘capture’ all the children at
Priory Rise at the time that Simon worked with us – therefore it’s wonderful to be able to see the initials of the
children who were with us last summer. The history of a school and a community is not about the building – it’s
about the people that make up that community. By capturing the children within the kaleidoscope we have a piece
of living history within the school which will be there for future generations of children to enjoy”.
Kaleidoscope is part the ‘% for Art’ scheme which has been rolled out at all new and major refurbishment projects
across the city since 2006. Art is used as a mechanism to engage pupils, staff and the wider school community in
their new build projects. It culminates in the provision of inspiring and original art commissions that help to
personalise new school environments.
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SHENLEY BROOK END FETE 2010
FAMILIES turned out in their droves to experience
some community spirit and a fun-filled
atmosphere at the Shenley Brook End Village Fete
on Saturday 17 July. Spirits were high with
visitors and residents enjoying an afternoon of
fun in the summer sun.

The fete was opened by Milton Keynes

newest MP Iain Stewart, ably assisted by
Parish Council Chairman David Livingstone.
Activities and entertainment
on offer included Shenley Brook End
School Orchestra and jazz group.
A wide
variety of
stalls helped
raise over
£1500 funds for
up keep of the
village hall.
Youngsters
tried out latest
Henna Tattoos, winning a coconut
and speedball. The day of family fun also included
craft stalls, a Barrel Organ and an amazing array of
raffle prizes donated by local companies

8

Autumn 2010

Visitors of all
ages enjoyed the
afternoon sun

Picnic in the Park
followed with a lively set from the Living
Archive Band singing local historical songs.
The tempo picked up later with storming
performances from Psycho Mojo, Cold Fusion
and Funk-tion. Check out Shenley Brook End
on Facebook for photos/clips of the music.

Village fete organiser Geraldine Taylor said “We probably had one of the biggest turnouts
ever. Everyone thought it was really successful and we've had lots of positive comments.
Everybody enjoyed themselves, thanks to the fete committee who worked so very hard. The
committee after many years has now stepped down and I am worried that without new
recruits this could be the last.”
9
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Garden Pottering with Ginnie
Gardening September 2010
The really hot weather earlier in the year has left some of the
early flowering plants in our gardens looking a bit jaded. Early
September is a great time to be
ruthless and cut back a lot of
perennials such as geraniums,
pelargoniums, alchemilla,
delphiniums etc., don’t be afraid
to do this any time up to the end
of September. Your plants should
then come with a second flush of
flowers in late autumn especially
if the autumn is as mild as we
have had in recent years.

Plants for free: this is something we all like and here
are some easy to follow steps to achieve this aim.
September and October is an ideal time to save money by
keeping seed from your garden plants for next year before you
cut them down. It is easy to do and will provide you with
plenty to sow next season. Leave a few seed heads on your
plants after they've finished flowering, removing the rest to
conserve the plant's energy, then in September or October
they will be ready to harvest.
1.Wait for seeds to ripen fully on
the plant before cutting off the
flower spike. Remove in several
pieces if it's large.
2.Have
a paper
bag to hand for collecting the
flower spike as seeds will quickly
fall and be lost if you carry them
far.
3.Gently tip the bag out onto a
sheet of paper, making sure you
remove all the seeds. Pick out any
bugs or pieces of debris
4.Funnel
the seeds
into paper
envelopes,
not plastic bags. Write full details of
the plant on the envelope, including
the date. Keep in a cool dry place
until you are ready to sow next spring.
Alternatively take cuttings of your favourite plants in latesummer to over-winter indoors ready for planting or potting
on in the following season. The basics of rooting softwood
cuttings are easy to follow and once you get the hang of this
you'll be able to use these skills for more complex cuttings of
shrubs etc. next year.
This is how to do it.
Softwood cuttings are taken from
the current season's growth.
Choose non-flowering side shoots.
Use a sharp knife or secateurs to
cut them from the parent plant.
Use a sharp knife to trim
below a single leaf joint or
pair of leaves aiming to create
a finished cutting of 8cm 10cm long. Carefully remove
any leaves from the bottom
half of the cutting.
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Fill a 10cm pot with cuttings
compost, tapping it on the
work surface to consolidate it.
Mixing the compost with equal
parts of perlite (see picture)
will make the compost more
aerated and can often
encourage quicker rooting.
Insert the base of the cutting into
the pot of compost. You should be
able to fit three or four cuttings
in a 10cm pot. Where possible try
to position cuttings so that their
leaves don't touch.

Water the cuttings gently using
a watering can fitted with a
rose and allow the excess to
drain and the foliage to dry.
Then cover the pot with a clear
polythene bag held in place
with a rubber band around the
pot.
Place the pot on a well-lit
position indoors, but out of
direct sunlight. Keep compost
moist and your cuttings should
root in six to eight weeks.
Enjoy your free plants!

Ginnie

Autumn 2010

Local, ethical, affordable
Savings and loans
Save as little or as much as you
want on a regular basis and
support your local community
You can also borrow up to 3 times your savings
for household goods, items for school, or
holidays
To apply for membership, or for further
information, visit one of the
local collection points:
Town Council offices, Queensway, Bletchley
Thursdays from 12.30-2.30pm
Tenants’ Resource Centre, Farthing Grove,
Netherfield
Mondays from 12.00-2.00pm
or contact us at:
Milton Keynes Credit Union
Phone: 01908 525086
E-mail: enquiries@mkcreditunion.org.uk
Web site: www.mkcreditunion.org.uk
FSA Reg No: 417717

English Conversation
Classes
If English isn’t your first language why
not come along and join us at Shenley
Brook End village hall. Come to practise
and improve your English and meet
others at the same time. We will begin in
October and welcome those of all
abilities.
For more information contact
Chris or Catherine Doig on
01908 504299
Email chrisdoig@scf-mk.org.uk
Shenley Christian Fellowship are
organising these classes.

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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From Westcroft to
Westminster
It gives me great
pleasure to pen my first
article as both a local
Parish Councillor and the
MP for this area. It has
certainly been an
incredible few months
since the election in
early May and, now that
Parliament has risen for
the summer Recess
(rightly a much shorter
one than has been the
case in the past!), I am
able to reflect on the
journey and plan for the
future.
First, on a very practical level, I am delighted to report that
my offices in both Westminster and Milton Keynes are now
fully up and running. My team has now joined Mark Lancaster’s
(MP for Milton Keynes North) in the new Milton Keynes
Business Centre at Linford Wood (contact details at end). I
also have my berth in Westminster, which certainly beats
weeks of 'hot-desking' and sometimes, quite literally, working
in a corridor!
My rota of surgeries is now up and running too. I move these
round the constituency, so that I can be as accessible as
possible. I am holding them most Friday afternoons/early
evenings. Please contact my office for further details or if you
would like to book an appointment.
In addition to these weekly surgeries, I am planning a series
of “Meet Your MP” sessions at popular locations such as local
supermarkets, hopefully including Morrisons at Westcroft
(although this is still TBC at time of writing). I am looking
forward to these events as a chance to meet residents
informally. While surgeries are designed to deal with specific
problems, these 'drop-in' events will be simply to have a chat
and bend my ear about whatever issue is of concern.
Over the summer months, a particular pleasure has been
attending many of the community fetes and carnivals,
including our own in Shenley Brook End which I had the great
pleasure of jointly opening with the Parish Chairman, David

Livingstone. These events are so important in binding
communities together, and it has been a privilege to support
the hard work that so many people put in to make them
happen. So far, all have been blessed with fine weather!
I have also enjoyed visiting many local businesses, and was
particularly pleased to be a speaker at a Budget briefing and a
“Meet the MPs” event both organised by the local Chambers of
Commerce. I am also trying to visit as many of the local
charities and voluntary organisations in Milton Keynes – large
and small. With well over 1,000 such groups here, this is no
small undertaking but they are testament to the rich
community spirit we have here and I salute the good work
that they all do.
I’ve been busy too in Parliament itself. I made my Maiden
Speech in a debate on “Building a High Skilled Economy”,
which enabled me to promote the good work of, amongst
others, Bletchley Park, the Open University and the excellent
new University Centre Milton Keynes. This was swiftly followed
by me being successful in securing a debate on the bus
problem in Milton Keynes, a thorny issue that has been
dominating my post-bag. I was also pleased to be able to
contribute to a debate on housing growth, organised by Mark
Lancaster.
Although I’m a fairly well-seasoned public speaker, there is
something quite intimidating about speaking in the Chamber
of the House of Commons. It is a much more intimate arena
than the television footage suggests and this, coupled with
the sense of history and the ever-present possibility of
interventions and heckling, keeps you on your toes! That said,
I do relish being able to speak!
I am also pleased to report that I was successful in my bid to
be elected to the Transport Select Committee. This body
scrutinises the work of the Department for Transport and the
main transport operators and, if you will pardon the pun, gives
me an additional platform from which to promote the
transport issues which are so important to Milton Keynes.
It has been a great privilege to serve this area for the last five
years as a Parish Council and, time permitting, I hope to be
able to continue to do so as well as sitting in Parliament. We
have a great community here and I am proud to be able to my
bit.
Should you wish to get in touch me on any issue, my contact
details are as follows:
Email: iain.stewart.mp@parliament.uk
Tel: 01908 686830
Postal address: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.

Planning & Environment Committee Report
2009 was a busy year for the Committee. In addition to some 90 planning applications we have been involved in, and in some cases
facilitated, community consultations between residents and Milton Keynes Council on a number of issues which will ultimately be to
the benefit of people living in the parish. In particular, we have had input into the plans for the new sports pavilion at Westcroft,
the redesigned play area at Killerton Close and the proposed Bedford Pilgrims Housing Association development at Hawkshead
Drive.
On a wider basis we have taken a keen interest in the proposed 'Seldon Chase' development of some 5,000 dwellings on the Newton
Longville side of the A421 adjacent to our parish. If this were to go ahead it would have serious traffic implications for many
residents. We support MKC on their opposition to this development.
A considerable amount of time, energy and expense has been spent in the last year on the eight allotment sites owned by the Parish
Council. Management and maintenance costs continue to far outweigh income from rents. A number of difficult issues were
inherited from MKC when responsibility was transferred to the PC and an allotments working party has been set up to sort these out.
We are now working towards a new tenancy agreement and rule book which will be simpler to understand and easier to manage.
It has felt for some time that the environmental aspect of the Committee's work has taken a back seat and efforts have been made
to encourage residents to come forward with ideas to improve untended or rundown areas of their neighborhoods. The Parish
Council has funds allocated to such projects but to date the response has been poor. We will continue to encourage local
involvement through the website and the Community News using the concept of 'Pride in our Parish'.

Keith Thomas
Chairman
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Kids Corner
Welcome back to Kids Corner, we hope you had a great
summer holiday!! Whatever you got up to we hope
you had fun. A big thank you to all those who
entered the last competition, the response was
fantastic – keep entering and next time it could be
you winning a £20 voucher.
Summer is long gone and we are now into autumn –
did you know……
The reason leaves fall off trees in autumn is because
they cannot make enough food to survive. The days
are shorter so there is less sunlight, and the leaves
make their food using sunlight – therefore the leaves
cannot feed themselves and they become weak and
break way from the tree.
Animals eat as much as they can during the autumn
to store up body fat to keep them going through the
winter. There are lots of berries and fruits around for
them to eat during autumn. Some animals such as
squirrels collect nuts to bury for when they need food
in winter.
On 23rd September there are 12 hours of daylight and
12 hours of night – this is the only day of the year on

Parish Wardens
What do we do?

which this happens. This is called the autumn
Equinox. After this date the hours of daylight become
shorter.
The competition this edition gives you a chance to
show off your arty side! We would love you to draw an
autumnal picture, it could be a painting, a collage or
whatever medium you enjoy using – be as
adventurous as you like to make it really exciting to
look at. The two age ranges for judging will be under
8’s and over 8’s. Good luck! Please send entries with
your name, age, address, telephone number and the
school you attend, by 1st October to
FREEPOST RSCU-ALRH-LZLS,
6 Wimborne Crescent,
MILTON KEYNES, MK4 4DE
(You don’t need a stamp)
A big well done to Nathan and Joshua Dudley from
Giles Brook School and Ramandeep Bains from Priory
Rise School who won the word search competition in
the last edition.
Have you heard about the Saturday Art Trolley at the
Gallery in MK? You can have a go at all sorts of art
activities for FREE on Saturdays between 11am-1pm.
For more details visit the Milton Keynes Gallery
website. With the wet cold weather we usually get in

Ridgeway Community Centre

The Ridgeway Community Centre is a local community
centre in North Furzton with a number of local groups
who hire our building each week. We also hire out the
With eight grid squares, eight allotment sites, over 40
building on Saturdays for parties, wedding receptions etc.
play areas and open spaces, 10,000 houses & flats and
We are a very community minded centre and always
24,000 residents - not to mention more than 70 litter and welcome local residents and user groups to join our
dog bins to keep an eye on, there's never a dull moment
Management Committee. The management committee is a
as a Parish Warden!
group of volunteers from the local community and the
church who help with the running of this building. We
We regularly patrol around the parish looking out for
hold a Summer Fayre and Christmas Bazaar each year in
anything which might affect your quality of life. The
Parish Wardens are a very visible Parish Council presence conjunction with the church of The Servant King, with
whom we share the building. The Summer Fayre has many
in the area and are often the first point of contact with
residents who will draw our attention to concerns such as children’s games, raffle, tombola, bouncy castle and a
broken glass, litter, stray animals, dog fouling, overgrown barbecue. Our Christmas Bazaar has visits to Santa, a
children’s area, raffle, tombola, Christmas crafts for sale
vegetation, graffiti and antisocial behaviour.
and much more.
Some of these matters we can deal with ourselves quite
We are aware that within the last year we have had an
quickly; for example broken glass, graffiti and litter in
play parks, but where this is not possible we will pass the issue with the misuse of our premises by a hirer on a
Saturday night but to avoid this happening again we
problem on to the appropriate department in Milton
have been working with the police and the licensing
Keynes Council or other agency.
authorities to ensure that any larger bookings at the hall
We also keep a close watch on the allotment sites to
are made aware of all booking regulations. The police
make sure that the plots are being properly tended, the
have also agreed to check on the building on occasions
ridings and hedges are well maintained and ensure that
when we have larger bookings to make sure everything is
there is a proper level of security We keep an eye open for in order. These measures appear to be working at the
vandalism which fortunately is comparatively rare on the moment and we have the assurance of the police that
allotments.
they will review the situation with us should there be any
further issues. We encourage anyone who lives locally,
If you see us around do stop and 'bend our ears' on
and sees any misuse of our building, to contact us
matters of concern or even just to say "hello". We take
great pride in our parish as we are sure you do to. If you straightaway so we are aware of all situations.
The building is still available for hire to more user groups
have a problem when we are not around our contact
each week and is always available to hire on Saturdays,
details are:
either during the day or in the evening.
Mark Webber email: warden@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
We look forward to welcoming members of our local
Mobile: 07970 902357
community into our centre.
Contact our caretaker Rose on 01908 503974 or Sam
Simon Wells email: SimonWells@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Seaton, one of the Directors on 07920 884944 for
Mobile: 07792 480899
more information
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

OXLEY PARK

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre

Oxley Park Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park

Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Sure Start Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆ Kingsmead & Oxley Park Toddler Group
◆ Ziggy After School Group
◆ Oxley Park Scout Group
◆ New Life Church
◆ One Ummah Classes
◆ Baggy T-shirts Bums, Tums & Thighs
◆ Neemtree & Beginners Yoga
◆ Phoenix Tactical UK (Kick Boxing)
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ Fusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Puddles Pre-School ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)
◆ Weightwatchers

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall
Church End Road, Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Aerobics/Pilates with April MK550270
(Monday 18:30 -20:30)
◆ Yoga with Katie
(6-7pm beginners, 7-8 others Tuesday MK317108)
◆ Acorns Toddler Group (10:00-12:00
Thursday in term time)
◆ Bingo (2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays)
◆ Le Club Francais (10:00am - 12:15pm
Saturdays) - see ‘What’s On’ for more info.
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Mondays from
2:00pm - 4:00pm
◆ Karate for beginners From
(Sunday 5:30-7:00pm) Call Andrew Jones
07961159191

NORTH FURZTON
Ridge-way
Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs ◆ Geological Society
◆ Keyne Crafters
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Tutti-Frutti Pre-school
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◆ Brownies ◆ Dance Group
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆ Healing Group
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH
River Valley Centre
Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Sliming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Spanish & French Lessons
◆ SWASP After Schools Holiday Club
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Bosom Pals
◆ NCT Baby Club
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Zumba Fitness Classes

WESTCROFT
Westcroft
Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ After School Club (SWASP)
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ Ismalis Group
◆ Jesus Fellowship Church
◆ MK Pipe Band
◆ MK Embroiderers' Guild
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers
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What’s On?
EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays 5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being
able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper
limit. - £3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astro-turf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Football for Fun: for all ages, male & female, from 6 years old and
upwards. Sessions are on Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm & 7:30pm 9:00pm for wheelchair footballers.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 or Julie on 07941 817841
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall 2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-11 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 10-11am & 11:15-12:15 Shenley Brook End.
Every Thursday in Bancroft 5:15-6:15pm
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Shenley Brook End 10-11 & 11:15-12:15
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759287206 for further
information and book your free trial.
email:helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk
Website:www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening - 6.30-7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Margaret on 231764 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies under 1 year & their carers. Tuesday
mornings 10 am - 11:15 am at SBE Village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 0 - 5 year olds with their carers. No
charge. Every Thursday, in term time, 10:00 -12:00. SBE Village Hall.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps
of square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www.10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:30 - 8:30 Oxley Park School.
Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or email yasmin@zumba.uk.com
for more information.
New Life Church MK West
Every Sunday Morning 10:30am Oxley Park School
Contact 0300 123 5101 for more information or visit our website
www.newlifewest.org.uk

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 2,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Advertising Rates
Full Page
Half Page (landscape)
Quarter Page (portrait)
‘Business card’ (90mmx50mm approx)

£150
£75
£40
£15

Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still
available on the parish website along with
much more news and information at:
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.
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News from Giles Brook School
Headteacher Phil Scull said “It has been a terrific year at Giles Brook with many exciting events, new
building work and the best team of staff the school has ever had. Our school has self-funded an extensive
programme of building additions to provide us with the best facilities of any primary school that I have ever
seen. We have built a very spacious library, a large music/second ICT room), an office for special needs, two
large group rooms, a large meeting room and a brand new staff room overlooking our field and playground.
Our old staff room has been converted into a dance/drama studio and
our old library, which was never large enough, is now a teacher resource
and workroom. The new facilities are superb and we feel so lucky to
now have the kind of school building that is the stuff of dreams.
It has also been a year when we have purchased much new equipment
including many new musical instruments. We have bought many
additional library books – our book stock now stands at 9,000 which is
quite amazing, more than double the number of books recommended by
Ofsted for a school of our size. Similarly our ratio of computers to
children is now around 1:4 which is stupendous.
Our Friends Association have worked their socks off again this year and
their efforts culminated in our recent Summer Fair which raised more than £4,000. Our parents are fantastic,
so a big thank you to all of them for another great year”.

Bastille Day Celebration Wednesday 14th July
On Wednesday 14th July the children celebrated Bastille Day with a morning of French events. The morning
began with the Year 5 children performing a play based
upon the French Revolution – from Louis XIV, the Sun King
to the execution of Louis XVI, the life of Marie-Antoinette
and Napoleon. This was followed by the Year 6 children
serving a French croissant breakfast to the younger
children in KS2, all served with a good use of the French
language and very much enjoyed.
After break, the Year 4 children shared some of their
wonderful art work of French city life that was produced using pastels, collage and paint. The morning
ended with a French song contest with each year group performing to their peers and being judged by a
teacher and pupil ‘X Factor’ style judging panel. Great fun was had by all!

Long Meadow School £500 Charity Event
Long Meadow School was delighted to present a cheque to the Niemann-Pick Disease Group following its
special awareness day held in July. The children were able to wear nonuniform for the day whilst the staff wore special charity t-shirts. This
year the school has raise £500 through its friends organisation, PALS, to
support the group which helps to pay for support, information and
research into this very rare disease which effects two children in Milton
Keynes. Most of the Long Meadow pupils wore yellow for the day, the
colour associated with the charity. The children all went home wearing
Niemann-Pick wristbands in recognition of their excellent fund raising
efforts.
The disease is caused by a genetic fault and is life limiting. For further
information please visit: www.niemannpick.org.uk

Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DE. Tel: 01908 521538
Editor K Thomas
Circulation 10,000 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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