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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
The Comprehensive Spending Review announced by the Coalition Government in October, detailed
massive cuts in spending across all areas. In particular, Local Government at Unitary and
Metropolitan level will have to trim the cost of services it provides to residents, or indeed, trim
the services.
Parish and Town Councils find themselves in a unique position. They are autonomous,
independent Local Authorities. In our case, we are not subordinate to Milton Keynes Council
(MKC); MKC has no influence over our operational expenditure. We are entirely independent and
receive no direct funding from MKC or Central Government in Whitehall.
We need to take this position into account when we set our budget for 2010/11. This process will begin in
November, with final decisions made as to expenditure in the next financial year, being taken early in 2011.
We will be taking professional advice to ensure that our budget for next year properly reflects the need for
austerity which has been clearly signposted by Government.
Residents are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings to listen to the debate. Dates can be found on page
three of this Community News, or a telephone call to the Parish Office, on 01908 521538, can provide this
information.
Changing the subject, the National Health Service comes in for its share of criticism throughout the country, and
our own General Hospital is not spared from this. However, I thought readers might like to hear of a first hand
experience of how our local hospital responded to an event.
In late July I had an unfortunate contact with a brick wall, slipping on wet paving slabs whilst carrying a pink
sack from my kitchen to the outside. My dutiful wife rushed me to A & E at the General Hospital. I arrived at 8.20
pm on a Saturday evening; by 8.30pm I had been seen by a triage nurse, and diagnosed with a dislocated shoulder.
I was subsequently moved to a side ward, and at 8.40 was seen by a senior nurse and a Registrar who confirmed
the diagnosis. I was then trolleyed to the X-ray department, and by 9.00pm, back in the side ward, a Consultant
Orthopaedic Surgeon saw me and confirmed not only a dislocated shoulder, but a complicated fracture. I was
admitted and operated on the next day, Sunday, at 9.00am.
Now, I’m not looking for sympathy!! But, I couldn’t fault the way I was treated, and in these difficult times, I
thought I would stand up and give credit to the staff and the system that dealt with me so efficiently. We should
count ourselves lucky that, in an emergency, we have such a resource close by.

David Livingstone
Chairman

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite West-friers).

Full Parish Council
January 24th

February 28th

March 28th

April 18th

Community Committee
January 17th

February 14th

March 14th

April 11th

Planning & Environment Committee
January 10th
February 7th
March 7th
April 4th
Members of the public are welcome to any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the
Clerk on 01908 521538 beforehand to check that there have not been
any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Rosemary Drewett (Lib Dem)
Gerald Small (Conservative)
Member

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

of Parliament for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart MP

Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050

Can We Help You
Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of this page.

Parish Councillor
A casual vacancy exists for a Parish Councillor
in the Parish of
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
Persons interested in this voluntary position please
contact :
The Parish Clerk, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft
District Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
Tel:01908 521538
or email: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
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New Clerk to the Council

M

Bill Dawson has joined us as the new Clerk to Council from Campbell Park
Parish where he had been Clerk for almost 4 years.
Bill has been in Milton Keynes since 1978 when he came to join the
Personnel Team of the Development Corporation. He says he came for 3 to
5 years but is still here! Bill is looking forward to getting stuck in to the
challenges we will present him with. He lives in Two Mile Ash and says the
first "challenge" will be remembering to turn right on the V4 and head West
as opposed to left towards the City Centre.
We have been without a Clerk for almost a year so we are pleased that Bill
is now with us to help us deliver the services which you require.
Over the next few months Bill will get out and about in the Parish visiting
the estates, finding the allotments, community centres, play areas, etc. in
our area as well as “hitting the ground running” hopefully to deliver what we need to do.
Having, by his own admission, spent “a number of years” as a couch potato, Bill was introduced to the
world of gymnasiums when what was then called “LivingWell” opened in Milton Keynes in 1989. From
hardly being able to jog for 15 minutes Bill has subsequently done the London-Brighton Bike Ride once,
the Great North Run twice and the London Marathon three times, but he says he has got over that now!
He still tries to go the gym 3 or 4 times a week but has no plans for other events.

Community Committee
Report
The Parish Council through its Community
Committee continues to improve the quality of life
for local residents by awarding grants to local
groups and organisations that provide activities/
services for the local community. Most of these are
developed and delivered voluntarily by local
residents, unsung heroes who carry on working hard
to ensure that much needed services are provided.
During the quarter we awarded a total of £3,850 in
grants to locally based organisations as well as a
couple whose services are delivered district-wide
and regionally. Two local organisations, Kingsmead
Pre School based at Oxley Park Community Centre
and MKX Korfball Club received grants of £350 and
£1,000 respectively.
MK Mind, an independent mental health charity
which operates district wide received a grant of
£2,000.
Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance
(WNAA) received a grant of £500. This organisation
provides an invaluable Helicopter Emergency
Medical Service (HEMS) to the counties of
Warwickshire, Northamptonshire and the Milton
Keynes Area. This includes transporting patients to
the nearest hospital and senior doctors/consultants
to the scene of incidents, and providing life saving
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treatment and medication at the scene and en
route to hospital.
All of the successful organisations will as a
condition of their grant funding, provide reports for
the Community News and, where appropriate, use
the Parish logo on their kit or in their publicity
material. This will continue to raise awareness of
the parish council and promote some understanding
of its role as well as the activities and services that
it funds.
We have supported a range of local activities for
preschool and school age young people resident in
the parish. However, we have received very few
applications for services specially targeted at local
people of working age, retired or elderly. We are
keen to support organisations providing such
services and would encourage applications for these
groups.
The Parish Council has recently funded the
production of a video focusing on activities for
young people in the Parish. This will be used to
promote the work of the parish council to young
residents and their parents and encourage them to
participate in the range of activities available
within the parish.
More details on these topics can be found
elsewhere in this issue.

Christine De.Myers-Robinson
Chair Community Committee

Winter 2010

New Litter Bins in
Shenley Lodge &
Furzton
Not the most romantic of subjects, but trying
to keep this parish neat and tidy should be a
priority.
Three new litter bins have been installed in
Shenley Lodge and Furzton, paid for by the
local Neighbourhood Action Group and the
Parish Council.
They are located at:
Corner of Osier Lane & Menzies Court – Shenley
Lodge.
Bickleigh Crescent Play Park - Furzton.
Dulverton Drive - Furzton.
It would be nice to think that these get used,
rather than just becoming interesting pieces of
street furniture.

David Livingstone
Chairman

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.

5

Community News

Friends of Priory Rise!
The successful Friends of Priory Rise was formed in February 2008 and since then has been chaired by one
of the parents, Lisa Little. The committee, made up of parents and staff, has
worked hard to organise a number of
successful events which have helped
bring the school community together as
well as raising valuable additional funds.
One of the highlights of the past two
years has been the Summer Festival which
involved almost everyone in the whole
school community!
The photographs
show just a couple of the successful stalls
at the Summer Festival. In addition, the
Friends organised a luxury giant Christmas
Hamper and Barrow which they raffled last Christmas – this event alone raised
over £600.
Thanks to the hard work, support and commitment of everyone, enough money has been raised for the
school to have a new adventure trail. Installation is expected later in November and as you can imagine
the children are really looking forward to this new equipment!
This is what the
Adventure Trail
will look like!

Work of Youth Team on Video

‘Tea Lady’ Retires

Back in the summer the Parish Council commissioned
ASKMK to shoot a short video on the work of our youth
team. ASKMK is a local communications company based at
the Open University specialising in local internet television
video production.

For more than 15 years
Kath Yates has provided
tea, coffee and cakes for
our Parish Council and
committee meetings. The
the quality and variety of
her cake making is
legendary.
Sadly she has decided
that it is time to ‘throw in
the spoon’ and take a well earned retirement.
At the October meeting Chairman David Livingstone,
on behalf of the Parish Council, presented Kath with
an engraved glass crystal clock as a memento.
Kath’s pièce de résistance is her Weetabix loaf, the
recipe for which she says she got from another parish
resident Sylvia Keillor. If you want to try it, here it is:

The work has been completed and is available to view on
our website www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk. Just go the
website and click on the link.
In due course we hope to produce more of these videos,
intended to give residents a clearer picture of what the
Parish Council provides for the local community.
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3
Weetabix
8 oz Soft Brown Sugar
6 oz Sultanas
½
Pint milk
1
Egg
7 oz SR Flour
Put Weetabix, sugar, sultanas and milk in a bowl, mix and
leave for at least 3 hours or overnight. Next, add beaten
egg and flour and mix well. Put the mixture into a greased
loaf tin and cook for 1½-2 hours at gas 2-3 (150°- 170°C).
Test after an hour & a half to see if it’s cooked.
Improves if kept in a tin overnight before eating!

Winter 2010

A MISERABLE
CHRISTMAS
FOR BURGLARS
In the frantic run up to the festive
season, it is easy to forget to take
simple precautions to keep your home
safe and to make sure your presents go to your nearest and
dearest and not to the local criminals. This year residents
in the Wolverton and Westcroft neighbourhoods are asked
to ensure that these miserable offenders have a miserable
Christmas. Wolverton and Westcroft Police Officers and
Police Community Support Officers will be stepping up
their effort to prevent burglaries and arrest offenders but
need the help of all residents to take extra precautions to
keep their home and their property safe.
Here are a few points to remember –
• Never leave gifts in view of the street. If they
are under the tree, keep them away from the
window – use blinds and curtains to prevent the
burglar looking in.
• When you are shopping, don’t leave gifts in view
in your car. The best way to ensure that your car is
not damaged is to leave it empty.
If there is anything in view, thieves will be
tempted to take it – particularly a sat nav, parcel,
jacket etc. A sat nav holder or even the marks on
the windscreen will encourage a thief to smash a
window to look for the sat nav.
• Again, when you are out shopping, keep your bag
zipped up and your wallet in an inside pocket. A
small ’cat bell’ bell on your purse could warn you if
it is being taken.
• Keep your home extra safe. Install a house alarm.
SET it every time you leave the house and every
night.
• Make sure all your doors and windows can be locked
with a key. KEYLOCK your front door when you
are in the house and whenever you leave it. (PVCu
doors can be opened with a tool if they are not
locked with the key).
• Keep keys out of sight but accessible in case of
emergency. Could your letterbox be used to open
your door or hook out your keys? Never leave door
keys, car keys, handbags etc. near your letterbox or
cat flap. A burglar can get in through a dog flap.
• Make is difficult for a burglar to get round to the
back of your house. Padlock side gates. Raise
your fence. Use trellis and prickly planting. Have
PIR or dusk to dawn lights around your house.
Keep your back door locked and bolted.
• Have lights on timers and sensors in your home.
Never leave your house in darkness when you are
not in. Leave your radio or TV on.
• Mark your property with a permanent visual
marking (postcode and door no.) and an invisible
DNA marking like SmartWater. Put signs up to say
that all your property is security marked and
traceable – this makes it very hard for the burglar
to ‘sell on’ and less likely to target your house.
KEEP JEWELLERY HIDDEN AND SAFE.
• At night time, check that every window and door
is locked. When you go to bed, think about

where you are leaving your handbag, wallet, laptop
and anything else that is valuable and moveable.
• Never open your door to a stranger, particularly
at night. If you believe it is a genuine caller, insist
on an appointment. Check ID. Have someone with
you when they come.
• If you are going away, ask neighbours to keep an
eye on your home. Set your alarm. Cancel
newspapers etc. Have lights on in the house.
Remember – if someone offers you a cheap laptop, TV,
jewellery or other goods – it has very likely been stolen
from another innocent person. Don’t buy it – report it to
the police on 0845 8 505505.
Wolverton/Westcroft police officers and PCSOs will be
doing everything in their power to deter criminals from
operating in your area – with your help they will keep you
and your property safe.
If you would like to speak to a crime reduction advisor at
TVP, phone 01908 324623

HAVE A VERY HAPPY AND SAFE CHRISTMAS -

Jan Hodgkinson
Crime Reduction Advisor

Planning & Environment
Committee Report
At this time of year people tend to be more focussed
on Christmas than on planning an extension. As a
result the committee’s workload tends to be much
lighter. There are however still issues to be dealt with
and matters revolving around allotments can be relied
upon to give us something to think about.
The Parish Council recently joined the National Society
of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners, an organisation
which was founded in 1901. Its aims are ‘to protect,
promote and preserve allotments for future generations
to enjoy.’
At a recent Parish Council meeting, Karen Kenny from
the Association gave a presentation on the work of the
organisation and how they can assist in matters such
as allotment legislation and advising on tenancy
agreements. Karen is a real enthusiast and is keen to
help us encourage individual allotment sites to form
their own associations. So watch this space!

Keith Thomas
Chairman Planning & Environment Committee

Westcroft & Kingsmead South
Developments
New proposals for 67 homes on the old Trevelyan Farm
site at Westcroft and up to 256 homes on sites 1&2 on
Kingsmead South are currently being drafted. The
Parish Council has been approached to facilitate
community consultation at an early stage. It is hoped
that this will take place early in the new year and local
residents will be encouraged to get involved. Watch the
parish website in due course for further details.
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
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Parish Council Grants - Helping the Community
Since January this year the Parish Council has awarded grants to local organisations totaling more
than £10,000 and ranging in size from £150 to £2000. In some instances organisations based
outside the parish which contribute significantly to the life of the parish are considered.
Throughout the year the Community Committee reports on these but to give some idea of the wide
range of the support we have provided the following, in no particular order, are some of them.
A BIG THANK YOU FROM ALL OF US AT THE AIR
AMBULANCE!
"Without a doubt, l would not be here if
it hadn't been for WNAA; l simply
wouldn't have made it without their Skill
in treating and stabilising my injuries
and the speed in which they flew me to
hospital.”
Andy
"The Air Ambulance brought the intensive care unit to me
through their helicopter and airlifted me to hospital within
minutes. They are simply fantastic and saved my life"
Rob
These are two quotes from patients who have been rescued by
Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance (WNAA),
just two of over 100 patients we save every single month. In
fact we have just flown our 900th mission
These missions and hundreds of others like them are only
possible because of the kind support we receive from
generous people like you. As a registered charity it costs
WNAA over £1.5 million to keep on flying and saving lives.
The charity receives no Government or National Lottery
funding but relies entirely on kind donations and fund raising
events like yours to raise vital funds.
With Christmas just around the corner we've just launched our
new range of Christmas cards, which is another way for us to
raise those much needed funds. If you would like to take a
look at the selection then please go to our website at
www. wnaa.co.uk or www.dlraa.co.uk, or contact us for an
order form.
Thank you for your donation and for helping us to keep on
flying and saving lives it really is appreciated.

Milton Keynes Mind, the independent
local mental health and wellbeing
charity, provides a range of
information, support and inspiration to
help people who may be finding things
difficult.
First started over 40 years ago, Milton Keynes Mind has
supported thousands of local people over the years.
Their low cost counselling service at Farthing House
provides over 3000 sessions each year, helping over 500
people. Alongside the groups that they provide, over
90% of people who use the service are able to return to
a life where they no longer need any support.
Isolation and loneliness are extremely damaging to
people – evidence shows that loneliness is a damaging
to health as smoking, alcohol abuse and twice as
harmful as obesity. With support from Shenley Brook
End and Tattenhoe Parish Council and others, we aim to
have this scheme up and running at the start of 2011.
Milton Keynes Mind is entirely dependent on donations
and fundraising – any donation or offer of support is
gratefully received and will go directly to helping
Milton Keynes to become a healthier, happier place to
live.
If you would like any information about Milton Keynes
Mind, you can find us on the web at
www.mkmind.org.uk, on Facebook (search Milton
Keynes Mind), by email to info@mkmind.org.uk or by
phone (24 hour answerphone) on 01908 678540

Milton Keynes Community Mediation Service is an
independent voluntary community-based
organisation established in 1992, which
works with any resident of Milton Keynes
involved in a dispute. We aim to be
accessible to all residents of Milton Keynes.
We offer an impartial, confidential and
independent service. Mediation is entirely
voluntary and not legally binding. All parties have the right to
seek independent legal advice.
Our services for Community Mediation within the Milton
Keynes area and the LinkUp project are free. For other issues,
we do charge. Please ask for details.
We enable parties who are in dispute to work together to
reach agreements by establishing understanding based on just
listening and talking to each other. The first thing that
happens in mediation is talking about the dispute. More often
than not, this goes a long way to resolving the situation. If
communication has broken down, mediation can help to get
people talking again. Getting involved in mediation shows
that you are attempting to resolve matters before they
become even more difficult.
Mediators are a team of diverse women and men of mixed
ages, cultures, origins, physical ability, sexuality and life
experiences. We also regularly recruit and train volunteers in
mediation skills so that they can also become highly skilled in
helping people resolve disputes.
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Kingsmead Pre-school
We are delighted that our children, staff
and famalies have settled so well into
our new home within Oxley Park
Community Centre.
At Kingsmead Pre-school we
engage and inspire our children to learn about the
world around them through play based activities that
our staff plan around the interests of every child; our
free-flow access from indoors to out allows children to
take their activities and learning into an environment
that suits their individual needs.
We have recieved grant funding from Milton Keynes
Council and Shenley Church End Parish Council to
purchase a variety of new equipment to enrich our
environment. The £350 kindly donated from Shenley
Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council went towards
purchasing new storage boxes which will allow the
children to chose freely from a variety of toys and
resources helping them to feel valued and develop
self confidence and independence.

Winter 2010

Milton Keynes Basketball Association
hosted their second annual 3 on 3
basketball tournament on Sunday 25th
July at Shenley Brook End Leisure
Centre. A big thanks to all the
volunteers and officials on the day as
well as our huge list of players,
supporters and last but not least our
sponsors MK Lions, Nando's, The Grange restaurant, Papaya
Restaurant, Kiddies Playbus, Sno Zone, Activity Land, Pizza
Hut Westcroft, Ellis Bingham, Basketball Great Britain,
Shenley Brook End leisure centre, The Swan, Arriva, The
Sunglass Hut, Mercedes-Benz UK and all the individuals who
contributed to the tombola and food stalls. I must mention
the support from Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe Parish
Council, whose support for our club continues to help fund
and develop sporting activities within our community.
What a day! teams arrived punctually at 10 am and this
marked the beginning of a truly interesting day of tough
basketball match play. All teams in the 3 age groups played
well over an hours intensive basketball followed by the semi
and then final games. With 53 registered players and
numerous supporters cheering on the teams provided a great
atmosphere. With such a great turnout and prizes to be won it
was no wonder the tournament was keenly fought.
Throughout the day there was great camaraderie between the
teams showing that sport can be a fantastic way to build

Milton Keynes City Korfball Club
was fortunate recently to receive a grant
of £1,000 from the Parish Council to
support a new youth korfball team in the
parish.
The team, called MKX, runs every
Wednesday from 5.30-7.00pm in the
sports hall at Shenley Brook End Schooland runs teams for
Under 13s, Under 11s and Under 9s.
The fun sessions
started in September and offer a chance for local children to
play this exciting mixed-sex team sport; to improve their
fitness and to make new friends. Many children now play in
local schools but the club is open to all children regardless
of whether they have played before or not.
The grant has allowed MKX to promote the club locally; to
cover some of the hall costs; and to buy new kit for the
Under 9s. Numbers have continued to grow and the teams
have matches over the next few months to look forward to
and are even playing a tour to Holland next summer. Some
parents have even started playing themselves with MK Roos,
the adult club that trains directly after the youth sessions
from 7.00-9.00pm.
Both MKX (juniors) and MK Roos (adults) are looking for
new members. If you fancy playing a new sport, to get fit
and have fun then why not give Darren a call on
07949411502 or just turn up. The first two weeks are free
and then sessions cost just £4.

Hunger is not just a third world
problem. Even in our
prosperous new city of Milton
Keynes, there are many people
living on the edge of poverty
and The Food Bank has been able to help
thousands of individuals and families who
have experienced a crisis of some type.
All it takes is a sudden, unexpected event – a
bereavement, illness, redundancy or theft – to throw
people into a genuine crisis.
National statistics show that some wards of Milton
Keynes are within 10% of the most deprived areas in
England. In one ward, the number of people relying
on means tested benefits is 50% higher than the
England average.
The Food Bank provides local families and individuals
with essential food supplies at a time when they need
them most, covering the days or sometimes weeks
before other parts of the social care infrastructure can
come into play.

Brookfield Rangers
Football Club
Have received a grant from the
Parish Council to cover the cost
of new kit for the ‘Osprays’ team, seen here in
their kit proudly displaying the Parish Council
logo.

Tattenhoe Football Club would like to thank
Shenley Brook End Parish Council for the recent grant
received. The grant was used for two under 10 football
kits and to replenish equipment. As a club that
continues to grow we welcome any funding and grants
received which helps keep monthly costs to our
parents / carers to a minimum. We currently have approx
94% of our children living in the parish area and they
are proud to play with SBE on the kits. Once again a
very BIG ‘thank you’ from Tattenhoe Football Club.
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Gardening December 2010
Shape up for Winter
Most small gardens look good in spring summer and
autumn but winter can be a let down and the smaller
the garden the worse the problem.
The art of creating a year round garden that really works
in winter starts with a change of attitude. Most people
don’t expect a spectacular or even a ‘good to look at’
garden in winter. If you are starting with a new garden it
would be easy but most of us have established gardens
that we are happy with three out of the four seasons and
don’t want to make major changes. What you need to do
is think about plants and shrubs that will take over from
the autumn colour and continue into winter. Most of us
will make the mistake of dotting small evergreens around
the flower borders, hoping that when the flowers die
down a new winter garden will be revealed, but in real
life this doesn’t happen. Compact evergreens will have
been shaded out completely by the summer flowers and
when they are revealed, as the flowers die down, every
wood louse, grub and maggot in the area will have
chewed down the leaves.
I grown my evergreens in pots and then place them in
their winter home in the autumn. The other successful
way of growing
evergreens in your
garden for winter is to
put them close
together around the
edge of a border using
them as a low hedge or
edging plant. Both of
these ways should keep
them away from the
bugs in the summer.
Euonymus Silver Emerald Gaiety

One of my favourite
evergreens is
Euonymus but if these
are surrounded too
closely in a flower bed
by other shrubs they
will be eaten off to a
stump. They only grow
to 2ft but in a nice pot
Emerald Gold and
Silver Emerald Gaiety
will give good colour
Euonymus Emerald Gold.
all winter long.
These work well around the edge of a flower bed, using
them as a low hedge or edging plant and they don’t cost
a fortune. One hedging website is selling them for about
£2 each.
Other shrubs which give
good evergreen colour in
the winter are Berberis
thunbergii atropurpurea
and Choisya Sundance.
Choisya has the added
Spring interest of flowers
although some don’t like
its smell. Take care when
Choisya Sundance
choosing shrubs and
check the label to ensure you get a variety that is going
to grow to the right height for your garden. The varieties
I have illustrated above are right for my garden and are
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not too big as I grow them in large pots. I prefer this
form of gardening as I can re-arrange my garden
according to season and also when I just want a change
of aspect.
This year has been challenging in the fruit and vegetable
garden but the successes have definitely been the Savoy
cabbages and the carrots (see photos).

In the fruit garden my Braeburn apple tree, purchased
last year as a bare root tree
and grown in a large
container, gave us almost 20
beautiful deep red apples
(see photo) although they
did not ripen until mid to
end of October as they are a
South African variety, they
were a real success.
From the photo of my
parsnips you can see how easy it is to get root crops
wrong. The strange shaped one on the left was one of
the seeds we had left over
and was sown in a spare
bit of soil into which we
had dug compost from the
compost maker earlier in
the year. The one on the
right is part of the main
crop which will be
providing us with good
roots to roast, well into
the New Year. The moral of
this is do not manure or compost soil in the same year as
you grow any root crop in it.
Now its time to sit down in front of a nice warm fire with
the seed catalogues for next year.
Enjoy your garden!

Ginnie

Point of Contact
for Allotment
Matters
If you would like to apply for
an allotment or if you have
any queries or ideas regarding
your allotment please contact:

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A
PARISH WARDEN.
Every day working as a Parish Warden can be completely
different and also the way each Parish Warden works will vary
depending on the area that they work below is an average
day as your Parish Warden.
09.00 - Arrive at office. My first task is to check emails and
speak to the Deputy Clerk to see if anything has come in
that needs my attention. Depending on what has arisen, I
then arrange my work for the day with a nice hot cup of
tea.!
09.30 - A resident has reported
broken glass and litter at an
underpass leave office to check
on the report and clear up the
broken glass and the worst of
the litter. I generally set myself
a limit on how far to go clearing
any particular area of litter
otherwise I would be doing litter picking all day and
walking for miles.
10.15 - Take a routine walk around Furzton, no route
planned but I do like to cover most areas of the parish over
time. Some areas are what you might call 'hot spots', and I
like to visit these on a more regular basis. I just pick a road
and start walking. I try to speak to anyone I see. By
walking around an estate I am able to look for anything
that might need attention, such as missing/broken paving
slabs, trip hazards, redways or footpaths obstructed by
overgrown hedges, dumped rubbish/litter, dumped
newspapers, graffiti, broken glass, damaged or faulty street
lights, checking waste/dog bins, dog fouling, checking play
parks and generally anything that needs sorting.
11.10 - I spot a car on a driveway with the door open There
is no one in the vehicle or nearby so I knock and inform the
resident.. The resident is very grateful as they hadn’t
realised that the door had been left open.
11.30 – Go to one of our 8 allotment sites to deal with an
issue which had been reported to the office. whilst I am
there I do my routine allotment check which we do on a
monthly basis to ensure that all plots are being cultivated
and that there are no issues that need sorting out. It's
useful to talk to any allotment holders that are on site as
they can tell me of potential problems before they become
major issues. Any problems are reported back to the
Allotments Officer.
12.30 - Go back to office for 30 minute lunch break
13.00 - I receive a report of offensive graffiti around
Westcroft and Tattenhoe, so I go and walk around to the
locations where the graffiti has been reported. The graffiti
is on brick walls and it has been done from a spray can.
Unfortunately our own graffiti kit is not able to remove it
so I need to contact Milton Keynes Council to ask them to
deal with it. This should be removed within 48 hours as it is
offensive matter. It may take longer before normal graffiti is
dealt with because of heavy demands on MK Council's team.
I take picture for our records and hopefully, by liaising with
the police we can try to identify the 'tag' and find the
person responsible.
14.00 - After reporting the graffiti I walk around Tattenhoe
looking for any more issues and talking to people that I
meet. I see a dog owner and dog walking in front of me
and notice the dog is going to go and foul on the grass,
fortunately the owner pulls out a bag and clears up the
mess. This doesn't always happen and if I spot someone
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not clearing up I usually have dog waste bags in my pocket
and offer the person a bag to clear up after their dog and
also advise them they could receive a fixed penalty notice if
they don’t clear up responsibly.
15.15 - Visit a play park on Shenley Brook End that has
some graffiti on the slide and frame. The graffiti wipes I
use remove this quite quickly.
Further on down the redway I
remove more graffiti tags from
lamp posts in the same way At
an underpass I notice that a
light unit has been half pulled
down so I take a picture and will
send an email to Milton Keynes
Council to deal with it.
16.15 -Arrive back at the office and update my problem log
on the computer. This helps to keep a track of what has
been done around the parish and acts as a reminder to
follow up those items that have been referred to Milton
Keynes Council. I then catch up on emails and download
onto the computer any pictures I have taken during the
day.
17.00 - Finish.
I hope this give you an insight into a typical days work can
for a Parish Warden.
if you have any matters you would like to raise or would
just like to talk to us to find out more please contact the
Warden Team. We are here to help keep the Parish a nice
place to live and work.
Mark Webber Mobile – 07970902357 or email
warden@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Simon Wells – Mobile – 07792480899 or email
simon.wells@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Shenley Lodge and Furzton NAG
When I first became a Parish Councillor in
October 2009 I often heard the term NAG
used. Not wishing to show my ignorance I
decided not to ask what it meant, and had
various ideas of my own. Did it mean a
collection of disgruntled husbands or
wives? Was it how the residents of the
Parish considered the work of the
Councillors, or was it an acronym for
something far more sinister? Various thoughts came to
mind, but best not mention them here. Finally, by listening
carefully I discovered the true meaning, Neighbourhood
Action Group.
So what does the NAG do?
The NAG is there just to deal with any problems you see in
your neighbourhood, be they minor niggles or major issues
and to get some action! It would therefore be great to see
more people contacting us to alert the group to what issues
are causing concern.
The two ward councillors are usually present, which gives
residents an opportunity to speak directly to them, either in
the meeting, or asking for a private word at the end
Since joining I have walked around the streets, accompanied
by a PCSO, looking for problems and taking photos of any we
saw, to report them to the appropriate area. This varies from
excess of litter, graffiti or inconsiderate and dangerous
parking.So if you see me roaming around with a camera in
hand, please believe I am looking after your interests, not
just snooping.

Maggie Geany
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Youth Team Report
The Parish Youth Team was formed for just over five
years and in this time we have made contact and
worked with hundreds of young people through a
fantastic range of activities. Starting with a few small
scale sessions at Kingsmead Community House and
detached youth work we are now delivering six fun
youth sessions every week and involved in work with
schools and other community groups. I would like to
thank everybody involved with our work over these five
years and hope we can continue to grow and improve
our work adding to the quality of life of the parish
even further over the coming years.

New Member Joins Our Team
We would like to welcome Matt Jarvis as the newest
member of the Youth Team, he comes to
us with a wealth of experience and
having started to work two sessions a
week he has already slotted into the
team very nicely. With Tim Simmonds
leaving the Youth Team in the summer
we have had to go in search to replace
him so we can continue to deliver good
quality youth work. Matt’s other work includes being the
Part Time youth worker for Shenley Christian Fellowship
so not only does he already know some young people for
the area but also many of the issues that affect them.

Youth Club Sessions
The Youth Team now deliver three youth club sessions
aimed at engaging with a range of young people of
Secondary school age (11-16). Our longest running
session is our Furzton youth club
session that runs from the Furzton
Sports Pavilion on a Tuesday
evening from 4.30pm-6.30pm.
Following on from the success of
this club we have now started our
new Westcroft Youth Club. This
session is based at the Parish
office (Westcroft district centre)
on a Wednesday evening from
5pm-7pm. New members are
always welcome so come along
and see what fun we are getting
up to.
In reaction to many of our sessions being sports based
and appealing mainly to male members of the Parish we
started a young woman’s specific session two years ago
now. Starting as a multi sports based session it has now
progressed to include more arts
& crafts, discussions, trips, and
a range of other fun activities.
Currently running on a Thursday
from 6.30-7.30pm based in the
gym at Shenley Brook End
School, this session is growing and we will be running
the session from the Parish Office in the New Year and
increasing the run time to make it a longer two hour
session.
The original ethos for this session remains as we aim to
increase extracurricular activities for young women while
also providing a fun and enjoyable space for them to
interact with others and meet new friends and support
networks. We have already seen some very positive
evidence of this from this group and hope that this
success can continue in the new space.
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Engage in some Sports this Winter
As the nights get darker and the grassed areas get wet
and muddy the Parish Council is at hand to offer
alternative spaces and activities to keep young people
active during
these grey and
dark nights.
Our Tattenhoe
Pavilion Astroturf
session (Thursday
5-6pm ages
8-18) has been
running for well
over four years
now and have
seen hundreds of
young people access it in this time. We hire all three of
the pitches up at the pavilion and usually offer one pitch
as an organised game supported and directed by the
youth team staff and the other
two pitches being left for free
play for the over 16’s and under
16 respectively. This time is
offered as a chance for young
people to access the wonderful
facility and is supported by
Hertsmere Leisure, who give us
a reduced rate of hire as part of
our plan to reduce anti social
behaviour around the area and
help keep this facility from
damage.
On a Wednesday (5-6pm) we
offer a similar football session at Shenley Brook End
School which is run on a smaller scale with a maximum
of 24 participants aged
11-15. This session
incorporates either one large
game concentrating on team
work and fitness or two
smaller games working on a
rotation process that
encourages competition and
strategy. As with Tattenhoe it
is a come and play session
with no coaching but the
youth team staff concentrate
on facilitating a nice space
to enjoy some sport and
meet new friends. In
previous years this session
has been very popular and filled up quick so don’t be
disappointed get down early and meet the team.
Not all of our sports sessions are outside! We also offer
free community Basketball coaching at Shenley Brook
End School Every Monday 5.30-6.30. These coaching
sessions are run by the MK Lions and our current coach
Lawrence Brown comes to us straight from playing
College Basketball in the USA. This hour long coaching
session helps improve skills, increase fitness, enjoy game
play, and also meet new friends. As part of these
coaching sessions the MK Lions also offer participants
cheap tickets to see the Lions in match action. As with
all of our sessions if you are interested then come along
on the specific days or for more information contact
youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk or
Mob: 07970 902570.
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Kids Corner
Welcome back to the Christmas edition of Kids
Corner!! It’s not long till the jolly chap in a red
suit comes bearing pressies again!
Here are some interesting and
strange facts you might not know
about Christmas:
Did you know that it is supposed to be unlucky
to cut a mince pie with a knife?
In 1647 Parliament declared it illegal to
celebrate Christmas and anyone caught doing
so was arrested!! That law was changed in
1660 when there was a change in government.
Bah humbug!
According to a survey 7 out of 10 dogs get
presents from their owners! That’s barking
mad ….
The first Christmas card was created in
England on 9th December 1842.
Here are some jumbled up Christmas words –
have a go and see if you can unjumble them:

Wild about Harry!’
Harry Appleyard, a student at Shenley Brook End
School, is a keen wildlife photographer. He has
the patience and the eye for taking some
excellent shots of the smaller creatures of the
planet, one of his photographs has already been
used in the Dorling Kindersley ‘Wildlife Garden’
book.

Harry was also the winner of the junior wildlife
category of The Parks Trust Photography
Competition 2009 with his photograph
‘Dragonfly’. This photograph is now going to be
featured in The Parks Trust 2011 calendar.
Well done Harry!

CKRCRAE

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

LTSINE

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

ATNSA

___ ___ ___ ___ ___

YRIFA

___ ___ ___ ___ ___

It’s competition time again and you could be in
with a chance of winning a £20 book or music
token! Just the thing to brighten up your
January. All you have to do is finish the
following sentence in 50 to 100 words:
The best thing about Christmas is: --------There are two age categories 6-9’s and 10 -13’s.
Good Luck – it could be YOU!!!
Please send entries with your name, age, address,
telephone number and the school you attend, by
Friday 14th January to:
FREEPOST RSCU-ALRH-LZLS,
6 Wimborne Crescent,
MILTON KEYNES, MK4 4DE
(You don’t need a stamp)
Well done James Fairweather from Westcroft
who was the winner of our ‘Autumn Picture ‘
competition in the last issue. James will receive a
£20 book token.

Shenley Christian
Fellowship
warmly invites you to join our
Christmas celebrations.
Sunday, December 19
We will be holding several events, all at Shenley
Brook End village hall, Church End Road.
There will be different activities, aimed at various
age groups.
To find the details and times, look at:
www.scf-mk.org.uk or phone 01908 504299.
Christmas Day.
10.30 till 11.15. Christmas day celebration!
Shenley Brook End school.
Follow Jesus....... the star of Christmas!

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still
available on the parish website along with
much more news and information at:
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

OXLEY PARK

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre

Oxley Park Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park

Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Sure Start Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆ Kingsmead & Oxley Park Toddler Group
◆ Ziggy After School Group
◆ Oxley Park Scout Group
◆ New Life Church
◆ One Ummah Classes
◆ Baggy T-shirts Bums, Tums & Thighs
◆ Neemtree & Beginners Yoga
◆ Phoenix Tactical UK (Kick Boxing)
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ Fusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Puddles Pre-School ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)
◆ Weightwatchers

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall

◆ Brownies ◆ Dance Group
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆ Healing Group
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH
River Valley Centre

Church End Road, Shenley Brook End

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Mondays from
1:30pm - 4:30pm
◆ Pilates with April MK550270
(Monday 7pm -8pm)
◆ Yoga with Katie
(6-7pm beginners, 7-8 others)
Tuesday◆Musical Monkeys
Wednesday 10am 11am
◆ Little Acorns Group
(Tuesday mornings 9.30 - 12.30)
◆ Acorns Toddler Group (10:00-12:00
Thursday in term time)
◆ Bingo (2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays).
◆Crafty Cooks
Friday 10am - 12:15pm

Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre

◆Mini Strikers
3pm - 4pm

NORTH FURZTON
Ridge-way
Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs ◆ Geological Society
◆ Keyne Crafters
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Tutti-Frutti Pre-school
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◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Sliming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Spanish & French Lessons
◆ SWASP After Schools Holiday Club
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Bosom Pals
◆ NCT Baby Club
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Zumba Fitness Classes

WESTCROFT
Westcroft
Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ After School Club (SWASP)
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ Ismalis Group
◆ Jesus Fellowship Church
◆ MK Pipe Band
◆ MK Embroiderers' Guild
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers
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What’s On?
EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays 5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being
able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper
limit. - £3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astro-turf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Football for Fun: for all ages, male & female, from 6 years old and
upwards. Sessions are on Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm & 7:30pm 9:00pm for wheelchair footballers.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 or Julie on 01908 395356
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall 2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-11 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 10-11am & 11:15-12:15 Shenley Brook End.
Every Thursday in Bancroft 5:15-6:15pm
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Shenley Brook End 10-11 & 11:15-12:15
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759287206 for further
information and book your free trial.
email:helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk
Website:www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones
Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information

Advertising Rates
Full Page
Half Page (landscape)
Quarter Page (portrait)
‘Business card’ (90mmx50mm approx)

£150
£75
£40
£15

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening - 6.30-7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Lynn on 524742 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies under 1 year & their carers. Tuesday
mornings 9:30 am - 12:30 at SBE Village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 0 - 5 year olds with their carers. No
charge. Every Thursday, in term time, 10:00 -12:00. SBE Village Hall.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.
Website: www.scf-mk.org.uk email: lynn.mepham@scf-mk.org.uk
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps
of square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www.10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:30 - 8:30 Oxley Park School.
Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or email yasmin@zumba.uk.com
for more information.
New Life Church MK West
Every Sunday Morning 10:30am Oxley Park School
Contact 0300 123 5101 for more information or visit our website
www.newlifewest.org.uk

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 2,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Shenley Brook End Fête
2011?
Without your support next year’s fête will
not take place! The current committee,
after many years of hard work has
stepped down.
Please help to continue this fine tradition
and join the committee for next year.
Contact via www.shenleybrookend.net or
on the Shenley Brook End Village Hall
page on Facebook

15

Community News

Clubs Continue to Grow at Long Meadow
Children at Long Meadow School are continuing to benefit from its wide and vaired range of extra-curricular provision.
Pupils at the school on Garthwaite Crescent in Shenley Brook End are able to join clubs run by both teachers and
professional sports coaches. There are several clubs running every night, making fantastic use of the school’s large
field and playground, as well as its specialist areas like the food technology and art rooms.
Deputy Headteacher, David Morley
commented:
‘At Long Meadow, we feel an
enriched curriculum is vital to
developing well rounded and
thoughtful pupils. Obviously, we
want our children to reach their full
potential academically and our
position high in the league tables is
something we are proud of but our
priority has to be supporting the
children as they develop a passion
and enthusiasm for learning new
and varied skills.
We have tried to find a balance in
our clubs where children are able to
participate in traditional sports like
football, cricket and rugby as well
as exciting new opportunities in
activities such as dodgeball and
cheerleading, clubs which embrace new technologies such as our laptop and animation clubs and groups where
traditional skills such as knitting and cookery are taught.’
The school provides opportunities for children of all ages from their oldest children who are 11 to the youngest, some
of whom have just turned 4.
Most of the clubs, like the hugely popular film club, are oversubscribed and sometimes children have had to be placed
on a waiting list. Other clubs, like rugby, have resolved the problem by recruiting volunteer coaches from Rugby
England and Bletchley Rugby Club to support the school. Now, every Tuesday after-school, 50 children get caked in
mud, much to their parent’s delight!
Long Meadow always strive to improve opportunities for children by carrying out questionnaires into the sorts of
clubs that they would like to be members of and then acting on their preferences.

Giles Brook School Harvest Festival
During October, Giles Brook School held their annual Harvest
Festival. The children enjoyed a celebration of Harvest by sharing
songs, art work and reflecting upon the meaning of Harvest
itself. Once again children, parents, and staff very generously
donated a range of tins, packets and non perishable food stuffs,
all of which have been passed to The Food Cupboard at St Mary’s
Church in Bletchley. Donations are stored by the Food Cupboard
and food parcels given out to families identified by MK Children’s
Social Services who are in need of emergency short term
assistance. The Food Cupboard operates 24 hours a day, for 52
weeks a year and runs an invaluable service supporting families
who, for whatever reason, find themselves in need. Giles Brook
has supported this worthy cause since opening its doors to
pupils in September 2003.
Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DE. Tel: 01908 521538
Editor K Thomas
Circulation 10,000 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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