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Westcroft Royal
Wedding Party
The sun broke through the
clouds just in time for the start
of the party which was kicked off
in style with a street dance
demonstration by ‘On Point’. Mike
and Esther Squire then
serenaded the crowd with a
collection of well known classics
and shortly afterwards, ‘Ragdolly
Annas’ took to the floor with the
younger residents, to sing and
dance to some favourite nursery
rhymes and songs. In the
meantime, local super-strikers
tested their skill against the
speed camera for the fastest goal
contest. Faces were painted,
crowns were decorated, all
thanks to Andy and the
Parish Youth Club. Apples were
bobbed and our local princesses

paraded their outfits for the
fancy dress competition. A lively
Zumba demonstration wowed
onlookers courtesy of Yasmin’s
Zumba group and then the rain
came! While some residents
showed the good old British stiff
upper lip, squeezing into
gazebos and even sheltering
under tables, the weather won
and the event was abandoned
two hours early. Despite this,
the whole thing was a huge
success as were the raffle and
cake stall and over £600 was
raised. This money will be split
50/50 between Willen Hospice
and Westcroft Day Nursery. What
a wonderful community we live
in; a huge thank you to all the
residents and local organisations
who attended, joined in and
supported the event to make it
such a fun, although wet,
afternoon.
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
The coalition government has made ‘The Big Society’ a cornerstone of its
policy to encourage communities to become much more involved in
matters that affect the quality of life for all of us.
Part of this policy includes devolving certain activities, currently the
responsibility of large unitary authorities, to Parish and Town Councils.
Milton Keynes Council (MKC) has made it very clear that it wishes to consider this, and is
holding a conference on ‘localism’, at the end of June. All Parish and Town Councils in
the borough have been invited to send representatives, and we will certainly have a
number of Parish Councillors attending.
As a Parish Council, we have a very open mind on this subject. We believe that there are
certain services that can be provided more efficiently, and at a lower cost, if they were
devolved to us.
However, any services that we agree to take on must not result in a significant cost that
we would be obliged to pass on to residents. It’s this issue that needs very careful
examination and residents can be assured that this Parish Council will not take on
additional responsibilities without the proper financial support from MKC being in place.
In the next issue of Community News I shall provide a full report on this matter, following
the conference in June.
Watch this space !

David Livingstone
Chairman

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite West-friers).

Full Parish Council
June 27th

July 25th

Aug 30th(Tues)

Sept 26th

Community Committee
June 13th

July 11th

Aug 8th

Sept 12th

Planning & Environment Committee
June 6th
July 4th
Aug 1st
Sept 5th
Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the Clerk on
01908 521538 beforehand to check that there have not been any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Edith Bald (Conservative)
Gerald Small (Conservative)
Member

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

of Parliament for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart MP

Can We Help You
Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of page 2.

Advertising Rates
Full Page
Half Page (landscape)
Quarter Page (portrait)
‘Business card’ (90mmx50mm approx)

£150
£75
£40
£15

Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050
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CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT
I am pleased to present my report for the financial year
2010/2011.
As in previous years, this report will focus on major
achievements and activities that this Parish Council has been
engaged in over the past year.
Perhaps our most momentous decision was to freeze the
precept for 2011/12. We took this decision in the light of
the current economic downturn, and indications from the
coalition government that it wished to see local authorities
showing restraint when determining Council Tax. Although
Town & Parish Councils are not bound to follow government
guidelines, we resolved to do so, for the benefit of residents
in these difficult times.
We believe that we can maintain the services we offer
without making any cuts. However, we will have to monitor
our budget carefully throughout the year, and limit
expenditure to essential items only.
We continue to be statutory consultees on all planning
applications received by Milton Keynes Council, for building
developments in this Parish. The number of large scale
developments being planned has virtually dried up.
Kingsmead South and Tattenhoe Park, which together amount
to over two thousand dwellings, are still on hold due to
uncertainty in the housing market. We understand that work
may start in early 2012, but this is by no means certain.
We are also consulted on licensing applications, and we
raised a number of major issues regarding Emerson Valley
Rugby Club. Fortunately our concerns were recognised by
Milton Keynes Council, and the license was significantly
modified.
After nearly five years of discussions with Milton Keynes
Council, we have finally achieved a Controlled Parking Zone
in Shenley Lodge and Furzton when concerts are held at The
Bowl. Residents in these two neighbourhoods have suffered
major inconvenience because visitors to concerts have
parked their cars on residential streets to avoid paying the
parking charge. From this season, cars parked on the
highway not displaying a valid residents parking permit will
receive a fixed penalty notice, or in extreme circumstances,
will be towed away.
The Parish Council provides financial support to ‘not for
profit’ organisations which provide valuable services and
activities for residents in the Parish. Last year this
amounted to £14,500, and we hope to sustain this level of
support in the coming year. Applicants have to conform to a
strict set of criteria before grants are awarded.
We own and operate eight allotment sites in the Parish,
making us the largest provider in the borough. Demand for
allotments is very strong, and we have waiting lists on nearly
all sites. Maintaining these is both costly and time
consuming, and we are in the process of revising the terms
and conditions for allotment holders to try to minimise the
impact that allotments have on our resources. We are in
discussion with the Homes & Communities Agency to ensure
that provision of allotments in Tattenhoe Park and
Kingsmead South is part of both developments.
We have been in discussions with Milton Keynes Council
following their intention to close Westcroft Day Nursery. This
is a valuable asset in the community, and its closure would
have a serious impact. Negotiations continue, and with a
new administration about to take control, we are hopeful
that this closure can be averted.
There are two Neighbourhood Action Groups operating in the
Parish. The Parish Council provides important support to
both groups, offering financial assistance and the use of the
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Parish Office as a meeting venue. This valuable support
enables both groups to operate effectively, and it is planned
to continue this in the future.
We are very fortunate to have talented and hardworking
Officers working for this Parish Council. Without their
commitment, many of the services would not be of the
standard we currently provide. We employ nine staff, some
part time, and they all play a major role in delivering Council
policies. Rather than single out individuals, may I on behalf
of all Councillors express our appreciation for the work that
they do, and the professional way that they conduct
themselves.
After a long period without a Clerk, during which time we
relied heavily on our Deputy Clerk, Carole McMillan, I’m very
pleased to welcome Bill Dawson as Clerk to Council. Bill
joined us in November last year from Campbell Park Parish
Council, and has brought the necessary skills to advise us
and manage our affairs.
I would also like to pay tribute to the team of Parish
Councillors, whose talent and energy makes this a Parish
Council that gets things done. The local elections in May
resulted in three new Councillors being elected to this
Council. New blood is much welcomed, and all of us ‘old
hands’ look forward to getting to know our new colleagues in
the coming months.
Finally, may I add a personal note. I consider it a real
privilege to have been Chairman of this Parish Council over
the past year. I believe we are formidable team, focused on
a simple objective; IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL
RESIDENTS IN THE Parish.

David Livingstone
Chairman

ClearsightO
pticians
• NHS & Private Eye Tests
• All Types of Contact
Lenses
• Budget & Designer
Frames
• VDU Screening
• Free Frames for Children
• Free Car Parking
• Personal, Friendly & Reliable Service

‘The Mall’ Westcroft District Centre

MK4 4DD

01908 504740
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Community Committee
Report
As reported elsewhere, Christine De Myers Robinson,
who chaired this Committee for the last year, did not
stand for re-election. Our new Committee Chair will
be elected at the next meeting and will report in
future. However, the Clerk has kindly ‘volunteered’ to
provide a summary update on the work of the
Committee in the last three months:The Community Committee met twice between
January and March 2011 and awarded grants to a new
Brownie Pack, to a pre-school group and for summer
holiday activities for primary school children.
The Committee also gave a grant towards the costs of
the refurbishment of Shenley Brook End Village Hall.
Through David White, who was Clerk to the Council
from 1978 to 1999, we have been reminded of the
history of this much valued asset in our community
built in 1928/29.
The Community Committee has reviewed the
undoubted success of our Youth Team since its
formation some five years ago and has agreed
proposals for its continued development.
Similarly, the Committee reviewed the success of the
Warden Team, now with 2 staff, and agreed proposals
that will further enhance the contribution these staff
make to the overall appearance of our area on which
many of you comment favourably.

Bill Dawson
MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counseling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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SHENLEY LODGE & FURZTON
NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION
GROUP
Shenley Lodge & Furzton Neighbourhood Action Group
(NAG) recently conducted a survey amongst residents to
find out what issues are of concern which this NAG can
address.
A questionnaire was delivered to all properties in the
two neighbourhoods, and we have now completed an
analysis of all responses.

So, despite the problems, it’s still a pretty good place to
live.
If you would like to make a difference, why not come
along to one of our meetings? Once a month, for about
an hour, is hardly a big commitment, and you could just
help keep your neighbourhood a pleasant place to live
in. Further details can be obtained from the Parish
Office – contact details are on page 2.
David Livingstone
Chairman
Shenley Lodge & Furzton NAG

FAREWELL…

Amongst a number of questions, we asked residents to
tell us the three most important issues that concern
them.

Three of our Councillors decided not to stand for reelection at the local elections on 5th May.

Here are the results.

Christine De Meyers-Robinson, Neil Warden, and Iain
Stewart MP, collectively gave some twenty years of
service to this Parish Council, and their presence
will be missed.
Laurie Wylie decided to resign for personal reasons,
and his seat in Westcroft is now vacant.
This Parish Council recognises the contribution
made by these former Councillors, and wishes them
well in the future.

1. INCONSIDERATE PARKING
This was number one by a long way. Residents,
particularly in South Furzton, are fed up with
cars and vans parking on footpaths blocking
pedestrian access. Not only is this grossly
inconsiderate, but it can damage services
(telephone, gas, water and electricity) which are
buried quite close to the surface of footpaths.
Residents also complained about cars parked
close to junctions, obscuring drivers’ view of the
junction and creating a serious hazard.
The NAG has already begun to tackle this issue,
and warning notices have been placed on over
fifty cars. If the situation continues, Thames
Valley Police will issue fixed penalty notices for
obstruction to all offenders.
2. LITTER
This problem seems to be increasing. Despite
the provision of many litter bins, it seems
acceptable to some people, to chuck their litter
on the ground.
The Parish Council’s two Wardens will continue to
deal with this, but wouldn’t it be nice if these
people would either use the bins, or take their
litter home?
3. DOG POO
A minority of dog owners seem happy to let their
pets foul the streets and open spaces.
The Parish Council provides dog bins throughout
the Parish, and there’s no excuse for dog owners
not picking up their dog’s business, and placing
it in one of these bins, or taking it home in a
bag. NO EXCUSE !
Residents also complained of dog poo being
placed in plastic bags, and the bags being
tossed in hedges. UNBELIEVABLE !
In the same questionnaire, we asked residents to tell us
what they thought of their neighbourhood in general.
It was encouraging to see that 78% of respondents rated
their neighbourhood “Fairly Satisfactory” or “Very
Satisfactory.
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WELCOME…
Local elections on May 5th have brought us three
new Councillors who stood, and were elected,
unopposed.
• Michele Chapman - Tattenhoe
• Dave Sanders - Shenley Brook End
• Roy Verman - Shenley Lodge
We all look forward to their contribution to Parish
Council business over their four year tenure.
If you would like to find out more about becoming
a Parish Councillor, and have a say in your
community, make contact with the Parish Office;
contact details are on page two.

Long Meadow School Fête
(Shenley Brook End)
Saturday 2nd July 2:00 - 4:30pm
Live Music.
Tombola
Raffle
Climbing Wall
Bouncy Castle
Face Painting
Beer & Pimms Tent
Beat the Goalie
Hook the Duck

Summer 2011

Planning & Environment
Committee Report
Some 17 planning applications have been reviewed since
the last issue, all of which were passed without
objection.
Once more allotments occupied much of the Committee’s
time.
For some time there has been an ongoing review of our
terms and conditions for allotment holders. The present
terms and conditions were inherited from Milton Keynes
Council and do not necessarily comply with current
animal welfare and environmental guidelines and aspects
of heath and safety. They were also written in somewhat
obscure legal jargon which we hope to be able to clarify.
To help in our deliberations we have sought the
assistance of the National Society of Allotment and
Leisure Gardeners and their input has been invaluable.
As the Chairman has noted in his annual report, there are
waiting lists on most of our allotment sites and one of
our targets is to ensure that as many plots as possible are
workable on each site. At present there are a number of
plots which, for one reason or another require remedial
action to make them suitable to offer to tenants. We are
currently in discussion with staff at Oakhill Secure
Training Centre with a view to using their resources to
deal with this.
As a Committee we continue to look at ways of improving
the general environment within our Parish and welcome
suggestions from residents for projects we can support.

Keith Thomas

Chairman
Planning & Environment Committee

Priory Rise Has Got Talent – It’s a Fact!
Everyone at Priory Rise has been left in no doubt that children at Priory Rise
definitely have got talent! Last month the school hosted their first ever ‘Priory
Rise Has Got Talent’ show and everyone in the house was thrilled with the
diversity and quality of the talents that children performed to their excited
audience.
Children from as young as four delighted the audience with their wonderful
singing, energetic dancing and superb musicianship. There were also a number
of excellent comedy acts that are certain to find their way to fame and fortune
in years to come, including one highly amusing duo from Year 5 and 6 who had
a seemingly never-ending supply of amazing hats and costumes. The school
had their very own celebrity judges including governor Sheila Woodhall and
David Shirley from Premier Sport who both gave the children wonderful
encouragement and feedback on their performances.
The school will be building on this great show and encouraging even more
children to participate in such performances which are a wonderful
celebration of children’s talents and interests. Later this term children in
Key Stage 2 will be having another opportunity to show-case their talents
in the musical production of Ali Baba which includes dancing, singing,
comedy - even some romance thrown in for good measure!
Pictured in the photographs are Nathan Sem who came first for Key Stage
2; also pictured are Natasha Tyler and Gemma McWilliam who definitely
have their own distinctive brand of comedy!
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MEET YOUR COUNCILLORS
At the recent local elections Parish Councillors stood to
represent individual grid squares. However, because the
number of nominations was fewer than the number of
seats there was no election as such and all those
I’m Michele Chapman

Hi, I am Dave Edmonds

I moved to Tattenhoe with my husband Peter
in January 2002 and I think it’s a great
place to live. I’ve found that living in Milton
Keynes we have the convenience of a vibrant
and modern city but also, particularly in
Tattenhoe, the benefit of easy access to
some lovely open spaces and parks and
beautiful woodland areas.
I am currently a serving officer with the Metropolitan Police
and so commute daily by train into London.
My interests include golf and classic cars, which means I
spend several days throughout the summer attending various
national and local classic car shows and rallies.
We are very fortunate to have such areas and I am keen that
they should continue to be there for the use and enjoyment
of everyone. I am looking forward to assisting in the work of
the Parish Council and becoming involved with my own
community and hope to meet many of you in the future.

I represent Emerson Valley North on the
Parish Council.
I have lived in Milton Keynes since 1984
and in Emerson Valley since 1998. I first
joined the Council in 2000 and have
enjoyed many roles during my time.
Currently I sit on the Thomas Stafford Trust which
provides funds to help young and old alike who have
specialist support needs, this covers many things from
sport equipment for school children to respite care.
I also work closely with Thames Valley Police liaising with
them both for the Parish Council and as Chair of Howe Park
Neighbourhood Action Group. I love all things scientific
having worked in the electronics and IT industries for over
30 years. I am a keen amateur meteorologist. Please let
me know of any issues you feel need addressing in
Emerson Valley North.

My Name is Maggie Geaney.
I joined the Parish Council in 2009 and serve
on Community Committee, having served on
the Planning & Environment Committee for the
last two years and will still take a keen interest
in all new building and extensions being
proposed for this area.
I have lived South Furzton for 26 years and take
great pleasure in trying to help this Parish be as friendly and
welcoming to new residents as it has to me over the years.
Following twelve years in local authority employment and
one retired, I am now employed by Newport Pagnell Medical
centre.
I will always be happy to speak to anyone in the Parish and
do my best to help with problems I am made aware of, so if
you think I can assist with anything please contact me.

I am Jean Nicholas
I live in Tattenhoe with my husband David. I
moved here in November 2000 from Walton
Park, MK where I had spent the previous 5
years.
I am a retired accountant, having spent most
of my career in the construction industry
I became a Parish Councillor in August 20004 and am
currently Vice Chair of the Parish Council and Vice Chair of
the Governors at Shenley Brook End School.
My eldest son, his wife and my two grandchildren aged 8
and 13 also live in Tattenhoe. My two daughters also live in
Milton Keynes and my youngest son is a bandsman in the
Army.
My interests are varied and include gardening,
travelling, motor sport and supporting Tattenhoe Football
club under 8's (which my grandson plays for and my son
coaches.)
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I’m David Livingstone
I moved to Shenley Lodge from
Bedfordshire in May 2002 and soon came
to appreciate what a great place this is to
live.
I'm married to Marian, and have two grown
up sons and two grandchildren, who give
me much pleasure.
My working background was in business-to-business
marketing, although I am now retired.
I have had the privilege to be Chairman of the Parish
Council for the last six years and amongst my other
responsibilities I am now Vice Chairman of the
Buckinghamshire Association of Local Councils.
I believe that local communities can and should have a
meaningful say in matters that affect all residents. I hope
that I can make a contribution towards those things that
make living here so enjoyable.

My name is Dave Sanders.
Originally from Devon (I've never lost the
accent!), I've lived in Shenley Brook End
for fifteen years, moving to Milton Keynes
after running businesses in parts of the UK
as far apart as Kent, Suffolk and Wales.
I'm well and truly settled here in Milton Keynes now
though and wouldn't want to live anywhere else – it's a
great city. I work as a manager for a utilities meter
reading company and so I'm often to be seen all over the
city and points beyond.
In my spare time I like going to the cinema, theatre and
comedy clubs with my partner, and I also have an
allotment on Shenley Brook End. I have a grown up son
and daughter - and two young grandsons who certainly
keep me on my toes! I'm very much looking forward to
being involved in the work of the Parish and meeting as
many of you as possible.

Summer 2011

nominated automatically became Parish Councillors
for the next 4 years. Some are ‘old hands’, others are
‘newcomers’. We thought it would be a good idea to ask
each of them to introduce themselves or refresh your
memories. So here they are:
I’m Keith Thomas

I’m Charlie Osler

I moved to Kingsmead with my wife Gillian
when I retired 10 years ago and joined the
Parish Council in 2006. As Chairman of the
Planning & Environment Committee I became
intimately involved in the successful
opposition to the original Kingsmead South
development. I will continue to keep a close eye on any
new proposals for the area. to ensure that any development
is in keeping with the existing housing.
I am a keen gardener but in my spare time I edit
Community News and run the Parish website and try to
keep in touch with our 14 grandchildren!
I would like to encourage greater dialogue between the
Parish Council and residents so please get in touch via the
website or through the office to let us know what you want
from us. Especially, in my case, if you live on Kingsmead.

I have lived in Milton Keynes for 26 years
mostly in Furzton; I have three children
two at University and one at Oakgrove
School Monkston.
I have worked for Royal Mail for 30 years,
the last 20+ as a Transport Manager in the
MK Area; I am an Area Industrial Relations and Safety
Representative for Unite Union in the postal management
sector.
I have professional qualifications in Road Transport and
accredited training in Employment Law/HR. I am
interested in cars and motorcycles and own several.
I like music festivals and have been to most of the major
(and some small ones) in England and also to one in
Spain. I like Italy and have crewed a yacht from Sardinia
to Malta via Sicily.
I have enjoyed my last 4 years on the Council and look
forward to this coming term.

I am Roy Verman
I moved to Milton Keynes for work in 1992
and very much thought I was part of the
transient population here for a couple of
years before moving elsewhere but nearly
19 years later, and apart from short time
living abroad, it has become home. Where
I live and the community is important to me and I felt now
was a good opportunity to make a contribution to the
vitality and strength of our community. I hope to:
Continue the Parish work to improve the quality of life and
environment for all Parish residents
Provide a positive influence and assist shaping the longterm development and strategy for our growing Parish
Bring about improvements through local initiatives/
projects, a key strength of this Parish, and where
appropriate, work alongside other Parishes, MKC and
agencies especially now central government has a desire to
devolve powers to local communities.

I am Chris Williams
I have lived on the Western Flank of Milton
Keynes for many years, and am an MK
Borough Councillor for Furzton and Shenley
Lodge as well as being a member of the
Parish Council. I am a School Governor, both
at Merebrook School in North Furzton and at
Caroline Haslett School in Shenley Lodge.
I am an enthusiastic representative and advocate of the
Furzton & Shenley Lodge Neighbourhood Action Group
(NAG) and delighted to be a member of the Advisory Board
for the excellent “Sunshine” Sure-Start Children’s Centre. I
am committed to making sure that the Parish Council
continues its first-rate work, and to have a positive impact
on the area, for all our residents.

My name is Nick Vidamour. I have
lived in Shenley Brook End with my wife and
various cats for fifteen years. We moved into
a new house and so got to see the estate
grow around us.
I originally moved to Milton Keynes when I
got a job here after living in various parts of
the country including Cornwall and London.
I met my wife here. She had also moved to Milton Keynes
for work reasons. We never expected to live here so long
but the place grew on us! Being able to live in a place with
such a pleasant environment and good community spirit is
a privilege which I very much appreciate.
I work in the IT industry mostly helping large telecoms
companies. With the office being in London, I spent a lot
of years commuting but now work mainly from home. In
my spare time I enjoy going to the cinema and theatre as
well as taking an interest in history both local and further
afield.
I believe that working at grassroots level can lead to real
improvements in quality of life and so I am looking forward
to participating in the work in this Parish and meeting
more of you in the process.

Parish Councillors
Casual vacancies exist for four Parish Councillors
in the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
Persons interested in these voluntary positions should
contact :
The Parish Clerk, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft
District Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
Tel:01908 521538
or email: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
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Gardening June 2011
Gardeners are always pitting their wits against the weather but
this year has been more challenging than most. First we had
the extreme cold before Christmas which was very unusual, this
killed off shrubs in my garden that had been there for over 10
years. We then had a very dry spring and hot April. Every year
I sow my seeds in the greenhouse in mid April and 6 weeks
later they are ready for planting out. This year having planted
at the usual time the heat brought them on early and I had
plants ready to go out into the garden by the second week in
May but the cold nights were still with us. Even the most
experienced gardener gets caught out by the weather.
Plants that did survive the unusual weather patterns were my
pansies. I planted out
tubs of pansy ‘Northern
Lights’ bought as plugs
from a local garden centre
in early October and they
survived cold, drought &
heat and as you can see
from the photograph are
still looking beautiful in
late May. I am taking
seeds from them ready for
next year.
The other photograph is of my radishes harvested in May. The
unusual thing about them is
that they are last year’s seed
with a ‘sow-by’ date of 2010.
This proves that just as food
from the supermarkets have
their ‘best before’ dates whose
validity has been brought into
question recently so dates on
seed packets can also be
extended to give a perfectly
good crop. If you have leftover seed don’t throw it away
but give it a chance.
The other fight in the garden is against weeds. I have over the
years built up a way of dealing with them although not always
conventionally.
Tap root weeds - such as dandelion, dock and thistle. The only
real way is to ensure that you remove the whole root; break it
off and it will shoot up again. I find the best way to get them
out of lawns etc. where you can’t dig the soil deeply is by using
a screwdriver. This will enable the weed to be dug out with as
little disruption as possible to the lawn.
Woody scrub such as brambles and ivy can be quite difficult but
if you cut all of the stems back to just below ground level they
will eventually die as by not allowing any re-growth the roots
will eventually be ‘starved out’. You do have to be patient with
this method but the only alternative is chemical brushwood
killers.
Bindweed, often called field convolvulus, is very rampant in our
clay soils locally but it does not like cultivated soil so by
regular digging and cultivation I have managed to defeat it.
The books will tell you to go to great effort to sieve the soil to
rid yourself of the minute bits of root left in the soil but they
don’t have our heavy clay to contend with.
Lawn weeds such as clover, buttercup and daisy can be
defeated by persistence. Rake the lawn well before cutting;
this will lift the growth of these weeds away from the surface.
Next mow the lawn twice in opposite directions, which will
remove as much as possible of the weed. I also find it better
to raise the mower blades, to give the grass a better chance of
fighting off the weeds not only by being more able to cope
with the dry weather but also the slightly longer grass can
‘shade out’ weeds. Finally do not water your lawn no matter
how brown it looks; as soon as we have the first shower of rain
it will recover; it is amazing how resilient grass is.
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Herbs are extremely easy to grow in the smallest garden or
even in pots on the patio. They are the original cut-and-comeagain crop and having seen the price the plants are in the
vegetable section of the supermarket this must be a winner for
money saving. You can buy a packet of mixed herbs for less
than the cost of one of those plants and then have fresh herbs
all through the summer. I even bring some indoors in small
pots, put them on the windowsill, and keep them going until
well past Christmas.
To harvest herbs I would recommend
Chives – I cut these a few stems at a time with scissors right
down to the base this encourages re-growth. You can also eat
chive flowers in salads.
Parsley, Oregano, Marjoram and Dill – Always remove the leaves
together with the leaf stalk to prevent die-back.

Rosemary – Cutting regularly will stop it becoming woody;
just take a piece about 15cm long from each shoot as
required.
Basil – Nip out the tips of the plant to just above a pair
of leaves. Do not nip below a leaf, leaving a short stem,
or the plant will not make new shoots but will gradually
become all stem and no leaves.
Dried herbs are much nicer if you do them yourself but
this can be time consuming. I prefer to freeze them. Pick
them as above when they are at their best and either
chop or tear them into ice cube trays with a small
amount of water ready to use in your cooking at a later
date or lay them flat on foil, but please fold over the
edges securely to stop them escaping into the freezer or
you can get a bit of a mess.
Enjoy your gardening

Ginnie

Summer 2011

Stray Dogs
Over the last few months the Warden Team have come
across a few stray dogs. Luckily we have managed to find
most owners fairly quickly but a lot of the dogs do not
have tags on their collars. Please remember to place a
tag on your dog’s collar with a contact name and
telephone number. Check regularly to ensure it hasn’t
fallen off. If you can, get your dog micro chipped. A
microchip is a small electronic device, which is the size of
a grain of rice. The microchip is coded with a unique
number that can be read by a scanner.
This could save you money in the long term especially if
your dog escapes and is collected by the Animal Warden
Service. This could cost you in the region of £100 to
reclaim your dog. Milton Keynes Council no longer has a
Dog Warden service so if you do find a stray dog or lose
your dog, please contact Animal Wardens Limited on 0845
241 7253. More information can be found on the Milton
Keynes Council website www.milton-keynes.gov.uk and
search for ‘stray dog’.
If we find any strays we try to check with the local vets
to see if the animal is micro chipped so that we can
return it to you for free (as long as it is local). The
Warden Team recently found a dog on Furzton and
couldn’t find the owner so it was taken to Vet Savers on
Shenley Brook End. Unfortunately it was not chipped and
had to be taken to a kennels at Salcey Forest,
Northampton.
Vet Savers on Shenley Brook End have kindly offered a
discounted rate to have your dogs micro chipped. This
would normally cost £20.50 per dog but on presentation
of the voucher at the bottom of page 15, residents of the
Parish can get this service for £15 per dog from 1st July
2011 to 31st August 2011. You can have more than one
dog micro chipped at this price of £15 per dog as long as
they live at the same address.
The Warden Team.

Detached youth work has many purposes and can be a
very good way of keeping abreast of what is going on in
a large area like our Parish.
Our sessions act in a three pronged approach making
contact with young people, reporting youth related
issues, and building on relationships by meeting regularly
with groups who frequent a particular area. The Youth
Team covers the whole Parish of some 24,000 people, an
estimated 25% of them being under the age of 19 (about
6,000 young people). Not all of these will use the
services of the Youth Team but by spending time on the
streets of the Parish we are able to meet more and more
of them and hopefully spread the word that we are here if
young people do need to talk to us.
As part of our detached youth work we will also take the
time to walk around at the end of the school day
encouraging young people to behave in a responsible
manner as well as getting our faces known and ‘touching
base’ with those young people we meet regularly in our
sessions.
Lastly we use this space to investigate areas where young
people are suspected of causing trouble or damage. We
patrol these areas looking at the evidence and chatting
to any young people we come across about how Anti
Social Behaviour can affect others and how it adds to the
negative perception of all young people in the Parish.
When we find items of graffiti or large areas of rubbish
we report them to the Warden Team who will do their
best to deal with it.
So if you see our team walking around the streets of the
Parish why not stop and say hello. Also feel free to report
any problems you are having with young people in your
area and our team will do its best to make contact with
the young people involved and improve your situation.
Contact Andy and the Youth Team at:
youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
or on: 07970 902570.

Get On Your Bike MK 2011

Youth Team Report
Furzton Youth Club
Throughout the summer our Youth Club on Furzton opens
up its doors and spreads to the outside space
surrounding the Furzton Pavilion. This youth club has
been running for two years now and offers a chance for
young people from the estate to meet up once a week to
play games, interact with staff, and get together with
friends. During the colder winter months we use the
pavilion building to offer a fun youth club offering a pool
table, Nintendo Wii, board games, and loads of other
activities. During the summer we are able to open up the
door and use the field so on top of normal activities we
also offer a chance to play football, tennis, Kubb, or just
a chance to chill out and listen to music in the sunshine
The youth club at Furzton Pavilion, Lynmouth Crescent is
open every Tuesday from 4.30-6.30pm for all young
people, aged 11-16 years, living in the Parish. Just pop
down and meet the team if you are interested in
attending.
Detached Youth Work
As part of our work the Youth Team will engage in a small
amount of Detached Youth work around the Parish.

September 11th 9.30am - 15.00pm.
This successful Charity Bike Event raising money for
Cancer Research UK takes place at The Hilton Milton
Keynes Hotel, Kents Hill, Milton Keynes, MK7 6HL
This being its 6th
Year we have added
a 3rd route. So,
now we have a 7
mile and a 15 mile
route around Milton
Keynes along with
a bridle way route
for the more
experienced riders.
The event is suitable for all ages and abilities.
For full details and offers, please go to
www.getonyourbikemk.org or contact Carol Osborne
who would love to hear from you on 01908 502418
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Local School Set the Pace
Long Meadow School became the first primary school in Milton Keynes to be recognised by the London
2012 Olympics as a ‘Get Set’ school this week.
The primary school in Shenley Brook End has been awarded a plaque in recognition of its involvement in
the London 2012’s education programme and their commitment
to the Olympic and Paralympic values.
Sports Coordinator at Long Meadow, Chris Nixon, commented:
“We are delighted to gain recognition from the London
Organising Committee of the Olympic Games (LOCOG). We have
worked really hard to develop sport, competition and
participation at our school. Our children have taken a great
interest in the Olympics and we know that many of their
parents have purchased tickets to go and see the events. Sadly
there is sometimes a common misconception that school sport
was a thing of the past. At Long Meadow, this could not be
further from the truth as we have sports clubs every lunchtime
and every day after school”.
Our pupil ‘Olympic Ambassadors’ have been appointed to develop and share ideas on how we can maximize
pupil participation. We have been very fortunate to have been invited to two regional Olympic events at
the rowing venue in Dorney Lakes. The children were thrilled to have met with Olympic gold medalist
Adrian Moorhouse.’ Sebastian Coe, Chairman of LOCOG, said:
“When London won the right to the Olympic and Paralympic Games, we made a clear promise to use the
power of the 2012 Games to inspire young people.
I am proud to welcome Long Meadow School into the Get Set network for their exciting work around the
Olympic Values of friendship, excellence and respect and the Paralympic Values of inspiration, courage,
determination and equality”.

Tattenhoe FC Under 11’s Stadium MK Win

‘3 on 3’ Basketball Tournament
and Sports Extravaganza

When: Sunday 24th July 2011
Where: Shenley Brook End Leisure Centre, Walbank
Grove, Shenley Brook End, MK5 7ZT
Age Groups: 13 and under, 15 and under, Men.
MK Basketball Association, with the support of
Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe Parish Council are
hosting their 3rd annual ‘3 on 3’ Basketball
Tournament, but this year we are adding a sporting
extravaganza which so far includes:
A Football Tournament hosted by Brook End Colts FC.
Free Basketball beginner and mini basketball
sessions on throughout the day for ages 4 upwards.
Tattenhoe FC Under 11’s played their Shield final at the
Stadium MK on Saturday 8th May. The boys turned up and Free Korfball taster sessions throughout the day.
really enjoyed the experience of changing in the home
MK Parkour (Free Runners) will once again be
dressing room. The sun was shining and there were lots
demonstrating their amazing sport.
of supporters who came along to cheer the boys on.
There will also be a massive BBQ and loads of
The first half did not go to plan though with the boys
activities including face painting, raffle, tombola,
coming off 3-1 down. The second half was a different
bouncy castles and various other competitions and
story, within a few minutes they had pulled one back,
before going on to get the equaliser and then finally they stalls for you to enjoy and with free entry it
got the well deserved winner.
promises to be a great day.
This was a great team performance and a day out the
If you would like to participate in the tournament
boys will never forget. If you would like to find out more
or just want more information about the event or to
about Tattenhoe FC please contact Craig Johnson on
join in the day please contact Karl on 07883
07795 623224 or email nickiecraig@live.co.uk
061417 or email info@mkbasketball.org.uk
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WINDMILL HILL
GARDEN AND
ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
The Windmill Hill Garden and Allotment
Association is a voluntary non-profit making
organisation that welcomes all leisure
gardeners.
Our main activity is to bulk-buy a wide range
of gardening items like plant seeds, potting
composts and fertilisers etc., to sell back to
our members at reduced rates.
To join the Association, visit our Hut situated
within the allotment site off Rosemullion
Avenue, via the V2 Tattenhoe Street. (The car
park is first left once you get onto Rosemullion
Avenue from Tattenhoe Street).
The Hut is open between 10.00 and 12 noon
on Saturdays and Sunday, from 22nd January to
10th July 2011 and Sundays only until mid
December 2011.
Annual subscription is only £3.00 (£2.00 for
those of State Retirement Pension age).
For further information and directions on how
to find us visit our website at:
www.whgaa.org

Free Public Events all over MK
8th-11th September 2011
Milton Keynes Council Heritage
Unit and its partners are bringing you a wide
variety of walks, talks, visits, exhibitions and
activities, taking place across 4 days from 8th to
11th September.
Details of each event and what is going on in
your area will be on this special website from
August 2011 :www.mkheritageopendays.com
and leaflets will be in Libraries, MKube kiosk
outside The Point, and other venues.
Heritage Open Days takes place every year, when
all over the UK, towns and cities highlight what
there is to see and learn about heritage and
culture in their local area.
Just a few examples of the types of events you
will find:
• take the chance to visit a Museum for free
• join a walking tour with a village historical
society
• look inside beautiful old buildings and
churches
• see photographs of how your area used to
look
• visit countryside parks for fun activities
Every event is FREE and open to anybody to
visit. Some events will have special activities for
children.
Enquiries to: heritage@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Shenley Brook
End Village Fête

This year’s fête will be on
Saturday 16th July 2:00pm 4:30pm, followed by Shenley
Music Festival (Party in the Park)
from 4:30pm till 10:30pm.

♬ Milton Keynes Chorale ♬
Will be performing:
Todd's Mass in Blue (jazz mass) accompanied by
Will Todd’s Jazz Trio at St Mary & St Giles
Stony Stratford on 18 June.
Details on www.mkchorale.org.uk

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available
on the Parish website along with much more news and
information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

We have an exciting event line-up which will appeal
to the whole family. There will be a large variety of
stalls and other entertainment during the afternoon,
including the usual favourites plus some new ones too!
A beer tent and other refreshments will be available
during the event. There will also be a selection of food
available from caterers on site.
The entertainment will run on into the evening with a
great selection of music provided by local bands and
young performers.
Come along and enjoy this special day with us, we
would love to see you there.
You can find more information at
www.shenleybrookend.net and also on our Facebook
page ‘Shenley Brook End’.
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

OXLEY PARK

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre

Oxley Park Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park

Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Sure Start Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆ Kingsmead & Oxley Park Toddler Group
◆ Ziggy After School Group
◆ Cub Scouts & Brownies
◆ MJ Circuit Training
◆ One Ummah (Arabic Classes)
◆ Baggy T-shirts Bums, Tums & Thighs
◆Yoga
◆ Phoenix Tactical UK (Kick Boxing)
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)
◆ Beginners line Dancing
◆Slim Dance - Latin Dancing
◆ Various Faith Groups (Ask for details)
◆Families Need Fathers - Support Group

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ Fusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall

◆ Brownies ◆ Dance Group
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆ Healing Group
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH

Church End Road, Shenley Brook End

River Valley Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Mondays from
2pm - 4pm
◆ Pilates with April 01908 550270
Monday 7.30pm -8.30pm
◆ Yoga with Katie
6-7pm beginners, 7:30-9:00 others
◆Musical Monkeys
Wednesday 10am 11am
◆ Little Acorns Group
Tuesday mornings 9.30 - 11.30
◆ Acorns Toddler Group
9:30-11:30 Thursday in term time
◆ Bingo 2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays
◆Urban Scouts
Wednesday 5:00pm - 8:00pm
◆Mini Strikers
Wed. 12:30 - 2pm Fri. 3pm - 5pm

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

◆ Thistle Scottish Dance Club
Wednesday 8pm-10pm

NORTH FURZTON
Ridge-way
Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs ◆ Geological Society
◆ Keyne Crafters
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Furzton Tots Pre-school
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Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Sliming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo
◆Sunday Mornings Church Meeting

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Spanish & French Lessons
◆ Mini Strikers ◆ Martial Arts
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Bosom Pals
◆ Slimdance
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Zumba Fitness Classes

WESTCROFT
Westcroft Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ After School Club (SWASP)
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ Ismalis Group
◆ Jesus Fellowship Church
◆ MK Pipe Band
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group

Summer 2011

What’s On?
EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays 5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being
able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper
limit. - £3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astroturf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Football for Fun: for all ages, male & female, from 6 years old and
upwards. Sessions are on Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm & 7:30pm 9:00pm for wheelchair footballers.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 or Julie on 01908 395356
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall 2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-11 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 10-11am & 11:15-12:15 Shenley Brook End.
Every Thursday in Bancroft 5:15-6:15pm
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Shenley Brook End 10-11 & 11:15-12:15
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759287206 for further
information and book your free trial.
email:helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk
Website:www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening - 6.30-7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Lynn on 524742 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies & their carers. Tuesday mornings 9:30
am - 12:30 at SBE Village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 0 - 5 year olds with their carers. No
charge. Every Thursday, in term time, 9.30 - 11.30. SBE Village Hall.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.
Website: www.scf-mk.org.uk email: lynn.mepham@scf-mk.org.uk
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps
of square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www.10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:20 - 8:10 & 8.15 - 9.10 Oxley Park School.
Every Saturday morning 10.15 - 11.15 at Oxley Park Primary School
Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or email yasmin@zumba.uk.com
for more information.
New Life Church MK West
Every Sunday Morning 10:30am Oxley Park School
Contact 0300 123 5101 for more information or visit our website
www.newlifewest.org.uk
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group
Information support & advice for anyone affected by dementia Westcroft Health Centre every other Tuesday 14:00 = 15:30
Contact Dee Cope 01908 261750 for information or email
dee.cope@alzheimers.org.uk

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 2,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information

Point of Contact for Allotment
Matters
If you would like to apply for an allotment or if you
have any queries or ideas regarding your allotment
please contact:
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Howe Park School Celebrates an ‘outstanding’ OFSTED
It was time to celebrate at Howe Park School in
Emerson Valley and say “thank you” to all those who
worked so hard to achieve an outstanding OFSTED
report. Using stories of animals as a starting point,
pupils designed and created models, painted pictures
and made ‘caterpillar’ books, in a creative day to
celebrate this achievement. This gave the pupils a
further opportunity to enjoy a curriculum described
as ‘outstanding’.
Inspectors described Howe Park as having a “very
strong focus on pastoral care, guidance and support,
which ensures that pupils and their families are very well supported”. Staff and governors
were delighted that the leadership of the school has established a tremendously positive
spirit and a real team atmosphere of ‘can do’ which also creates an “excellent capacity for
further improvement”. Inspectors highlighted the school’s constant striving to reflect on
outstanding practice and still look for ways to improve.
Head teacher, Ros Jacklin said, “I would like to thank pupils, families, governors and staff
for enabling Howe Park to achieve this fantastic outcome! Particular praise should also go
to the children whose behaviour and eagerness to learn received special praise from the
inspectors and was also graded as outstanding!”
Further information about our school can be found on the Howe Park website on
www.howeparkschool.co.uk

Caroline Haslett Primary School Summer Fête
Will be held on Saturday 18th June between 1 and 4pm.
Entry is free and tokens can be purchased for use on the side shows and refreshment stalls.
This year's fête includes: ‘mousehole
golf’, coconut shy, clown striker board,
tombola, raffle, face painting, book
stall, cake stall, bouncy castle and
more! The Urban Scouts will also be
demonstrating what they do.
The money raised will be used to
improve the school environment,
particularly play equipment.
Volunteers to assist are always
welcome. To volunteer or for more
information, please email
chpsfriendschat@googlemail.com
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