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THE DAY I MET THE QUEEN
My name is Sadie Milton and I live in
Shenley Brook End. On Friday 15th of
July the Queen came to Bletchley Park
to open a new memorial to the Code
Breakers. My mum works at Bletchley
Park so the people who planned the
visit asked my mum if I would like to
give the flowers to the Queen. My mum
asked me and I said yes! So it was
decided that I would be the official Posy
Girl!
The Queen arrived by helicopter at
11:00. I had butterflies in my tummy and
I was extremely nervous. The Queen
was there for one hour but she was
having a tour round the museum so I
only saw her for the last 10 minutes.
When it was time to give the Queen the
flowers I walked down the path and
waited at the end until the Queen came
down the path and stopped in front of
me. I curtsied with both my hands on
the posy and then gave her the posy of
flowers. She said “Thank you, the
flowers are really nice.” When I walked
back to my mum I felt very pleased and
proud of myself.
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
In the last edition of Community News I promised to report back on the outcome of the
Localism Conference organised jointly by Buckinghamshire Association of Local Councils
and Milton Keynes Council (MKC). The conference was well attended, with over 60
delegates from Town and Parish Councils (T & PCs) throughout Milton Keynes.
Residents may be aware that the Localism Bill is currently making its way through
Parliament, and could become law later this year. However, MKC has decided that it has
sufficient existing powers to enable it to devolve a wide range of powers and services
that it currently provides, to T & PCs.
So, what’s on offer? Well, it’s probably easier to list those services that MKC will NOT devolve and will
continue to provide. Briefly, these include:
EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE, HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION, HOUSEHOLD WASTE DISPOSAL, STREET LIGHTING.
Services such as: GRASS CUTTING, LITTER PICKING, LIBRARIES, NURSERIES and LEISURE CENTRES, are part of
a comprehensive ‘shopping list’ that MKC is willing to consider passing over to T & PCs.
This is the most radical change in first tier local government to be made in a generation. The only reason
that this Parish Council would take on any of these services on offer, is if it could answer “yes” to two
questions.
• Could we offer a better service than MKC?
• Could we do it more efficiently and at less cost?
This subject will be debated at length at September’s full Parish Council Meeting, and residents are very
welcome to attend and share their views with us. Alternatively, residents can write to us or email – contact
details are on page two.
One thing is sure, ‘The Big Society’ is coming. Your Parish Council can either join in, or sit tight. We’d
value your views.

David Livingstone
Parish Council Chairman

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite Westfriers).

Full Parish Council
Sept 26th

Oct 24th

Nov 28th

Dec 19th

Community Committee
Sept 12th

Oct 10th

Nov 14th

Dec 12th

Planning & Environment Committee
Sept 5th
Oct 3rd
Nov 7th
Dec 5th
Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the Clerk on
01908 521538 beforehand to check that there have not been any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Edith Bald (Conservative)
Gerald Small (Conservative)
Member

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

of Parliament for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart MP

Can We Help You
Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of page 2.

Advertising Rates
Full Page
Half Page (landscape)
Quarter Page (portrait)
‘Business card’ (90mmx50mm approx)

£150
£75
£40
£15

Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050
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Community Committee
Report
Following the election in May, the Community Committee
met for the first time on the 13th June.
The Committee is made up of nine members from the
Parish Council. I am Cllr David Edmonds and was elected
Chair of the Committee with Cllr Maggie Geaney as ViceChair.
The Community Committee has three main functions:
1. To consider applications for grants and make
recommendation for approval to full Council. Even
though finances are tight this year we do have
around £16,000 available to support bodies and
activities which contribute to our area. We got off to
a cracking start by awarding around £3,000 of grants
so far. If you think your organisation or activity
could benefit from a grant please contact our Clerk
for an application form.
2. Public Consultation, where the Committee is
responsible for all public consultation pertaining to
community needs. Our recommendations are then
given to full Council for approval.
3. To encourage Community Engagement. Our Youth
team already does a great job in engaging with the
youth of the Parish but we would like to do more and
involve the whole community. Following the success
of the ‘clean-up’ event in Cropton Rise last year,
which involved members and staff of the Parish
Council, MKC, the Police and local residents, we feel
that we should develop the ‘Pride in The Parish’
initiative. The proposal is that the Council should
launch a scheme which encourages individuals and/
or groups to become involved in community projects.
There is much work to be done to develop the brand
and operating framework, but eventually we wish
this to be something familiar to all our residents
allowing you to get behind and make a real
difference to your local area. The Council will see if
it can offer awards for the best projects, whether
that is best result, best effort, greatest improvement
etc. More of this exciting development in future
reports.
We meet on the second Monday of each month. So why
not come along to give us your views and see what goes
on?

Dave Edmonds

Community Committee Chairman

Nothing to NAG About Here!
Trainees from Oakhill Secure Training Centre, funded by
Howe Park NAG, give Cressey Avenue Play Area a much
needed face lift, the ‘before and after’ pictures say it all.
We provided the funding for wood and paint but the real
effort came from the young people themselves.
Oakhill Secure Training Centre is an 80-bed facility that
provides secure accommodation for young offenders who,
due to their age or needs, are deemed to be vulnerable
and in need of the care and attention not available in
the larger prison service establishments.
As part of their training they are encouraged to
undertake positive actions within the local area that can
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make a difference.
This is the first time
that Howe Park
Neighbourhood Action
Group has worked with
trainees from Oakhill
and after such a

wonderful effort we
are already looking at
further projects.
Dave Edmonds the
Chair of Howe Park

NAG said “It is great to
be able to offer these
young people a way in
which they can
contribute positively to

our community.
I would like to thank
the trainees and staff
for making this
happen; a real credit
to them”.

ClearsightO
pticians
• NHS & Private Eye Tests
• All Types of Contact
Lenses
• Budget & Designer
Frames
• VDU Screening
• Free Frames for Children
• Free Car Parking
• Personal, Friendly & Reliable Service

‘The Mall’ Westcroft District Centre

MK4 4DD

01908 504740
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Fund Raising Bike Ride
Tattenhoe FC under nines football team have secured
sponsorship from a local company for the new season’s
shirts but decided that instead of asking for funding
for training wet weather jackets, match balls, practice
balls etc from local grants or sponsorship, they would
do their best to raise funds themselves by doing a
sponsored cycle ride.
They set off from Tattenhoe Pavilion to ride around
Furzton Lake then back to the Pavilion, a distance of
approximately 9km.
The under nines team was formed in August 2008. and
have just finished their 3rd season together. They are
coached by Chris Dawson and Karim Kassam on Friday
evenings 6.00-7.00pm at Medbourne Pavillion.
The current playing squad is full, however they will
possibly have a 2nd squad for next season and are
taking names already. For more info contact Chris on
07540 445078 or chris@noswad.plus.com

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counseling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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Parks Trust Plans
Energy Saving House
at Tattenhoe
The Parks Trust, the independent charity
that owns and cares for most of Milton
Keynes’ parks and green spaces, is hoping to
build a state-of-the-art energy saving house
on Hengistbury Lane at the edge of Howe
Park Wood.

The house has been designed by Ecodesign
Consultants, architects and environmental
consultants based in Bletchley, and will be
developed by Jackson Coles, construction
consultants based at Caldecotte. The main
contractor will be Parkway based at
Woolstone.

Called The Passive House, the new home will replace a
derelict house formerly owned by the Homes and
Communities Agency. It will be built to PassivHaus
standard, which is the world’s leading standard for energy
efficient construction. It is the first house of its type to
be built in Milton Keynes and one of only a handful in
the UK.
David Foster, Chief Executive of The Parks Trust, said:
“People have told us that they are very keen for us to get
on with the rebuild and improve this site. If the
planning application is successful we anticipate that
building would begin in the autumn and complete early
next summer.”
The Trust’s ecologist has recommended that the parkland
area between the existing property and Howe Park Wood
be enhanced for wildlife, including the restoration of the
overgrown pond, wildflower meadow and the orchard.
The Trust will also put up 24 bat boxes in the wood and
install some amphibian friendly road kerbs so that newts
can cross Hengistbury Lane more easily!
Typically the new energy efficient house will achieve an
energy saving of 90% compared to the building of an
ordinary house. The sustainable home aims to achieve
zero carbon emissions through its PassivHaus
construction, high levels of insulation, photovoltaic
panels, water conservation, heat recovery and
ventilation, and will hopefully attract a family interested
in leading a more sustainable lifestyle.
Once the property has been built it will be rented and all
income will be returned to The Parks Trust and reinvested
into caring for the parks of Milton Keynes.

6

More information on The Passive House is
available from The Parks Trust on 01908
233600, www.theparkstrust.com.

Emerson	
  Valley	
  
Playgroup
The	
  Wendy	
  House
Learning	
  through	
  play

This is an established pre-school setting for
children aged 2½ to 5 years, which encourages
independence and prepares children for school
PLAYGROUP SESSIONS:
Mon 9.00am to 12.00pm & 12.30pm to 3.30pm
Tues 9.00am to 12.00pm & 12.30pm to 3.30pm
Wed 9.00am to 12.00pm & 12.30pm to 3.30pm
Thurs 9.00am to 12.00pm & 12.30pm to 3.30pm
Fri 9.00am to 12.00pm

We are registered for “all day” care and all day
sessions are provided.
For more information or to arrange a visit,
please call: 01908 506982 or 01908 502100
Emerson Valley Playgroup
6 White Horse Drive
Emerson Valley, MK4 2DH
Registered Charity No: 1056709
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Parking.
The Warden Team has spent time around the Parish with the
local PSCO’s and the NAG’s (Neighbourhood Action Group)
trying to tackle parking issues such as vehicles causing an
obstruction, parking on verges, and inconsiderate parking.
When people park on verges they forget that they could be
damaging services underground (such as telephone cables,
water and gas pipes or electricity cables just beneath the
surface) and also ruining the grass. During the summer some
people think that this doesn’t seem so bad as the grass can
cope with vehicles driving over it but again you could still be
damaging services underground.
Parking that blocks the footpath or highway is an offence
under the Road Traffic Act 1988.
The item below “what can you do to help” has been taken
from the NAG leaflet that we have been leaving on vehicles
parked inappropriately around the Parish.
What can YOU Do to Help?
These are some ideas that residents in other areas have come
up with:
• use the space in front of your garage, and extra driveway
spaces as well as the garage.
• leave large trade vehicles at work.
• park at the roadside - experience on other Milton Keynes
estates shows that traffic slows down and cars rarely get
damaged, but:
• leave three car-lengths clear on all sides of junctions and
one around footpath crossings.

•

leave room for people to get out of their driveways.

•

make sure your visitors use your spaces or park
considerately.
• if your neighbour has space, and you are having visitors,
ask whether you can use their space for your car that
evening.
• if you have no car, offer your spaces to your neighbours.
Please Think Before You Park.
The Warden Team
Making the Parish a nicer place to live in.

The Power of Solar Energy
Earn a tax free income - index linked for 25 years
Save on your energy bills
Reduce your carbon footprint
For  your  free  ‘no  obligation’  survey
Contact mike@nattech.co.uk or call 07711 797877

Example of local installation

Natural Energy Technologies Ltd is a specialist in
renewable energy technologies - experts in solar panels

Planning & Environment
Committee Report
There appears to be something of a spike in planning
applications at present. The Committee has considered
no less than 29 applications since the last issue! Extend
rather than move seems to be the order of the day.
In all but one instance no objections were raised.
However, at our July meeting, residents from Shenley
Brook End turned out in force to express their concerns
regarding aspects of the proposals for the development
of Emerson Farm on Little Stocking. The views of
residents were noted, and communicated to the Planning
Officer at MKC.
The new Allotments Terms & Conditions referred to in
earlier editions of Community News have finally been
agreed and approved by Full Council. These will take
effect from the new Allotment Year commencing in
October.
On page 6 of this issue you will see details of an
interesting development which we considered and to
which we gave our full approval. Could this become a
more popular concept in years to come?
At our August meeting we received a presentation from
Linden Homes on their plans for the development of the
old Trevellyan Farm site on Cranborne Avenue.
This will consist of some 67 homes, compatible in style
with with the surrounding properties. Although this has
yet to go to planning the developers are keen to let
residents see the proposals and are arranging for the
scheme to be displayed in the library at Westcroft.
(continued on page 11)
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What does our Youth
Team Get Up To?
Here is some of the great work they
do with local young people.
Long Meadow School
For the past four years the Youth Team has been
working with Long Meadow School to deliver some
alternative education to a select group of Year 6
students along a selection of different themes. This
year’s theme was Milton Keynes History with an aim
of combating the stereotype, that Milton Keynes is a
concrete town with no history, by showing the group
evidence to the contrary.
The week started with a brief introduction to the theme
and then the group walked through some of the oldest
parts of our Parish. While doing this we discussed why
Howe Park Woods are a
site of special scientific
interest and the origins
of St Giles Church, an
area first mentioned in
the Domesday Book
1086AD. On our return
to the classroom we
looked at other parts of the town’s history, taking the
group through details ranging from the Dinosaur bones
found in Caldecotte to the Roman ruins on Bancroft.
The following day we took the group to Shenley Brook
End School to start work on their own re-creations of
our world famous Concrete Cows. We were able to use
the school’s ceramics room which not only provided us
with a fantastic base for our work but also gave the
children an introduction to what they can expect when
starting secondary school in September. The cows were

with plaster of paris which is soaked in water and then
moulded into shape on the wire frame. Once the plaster
had dried we painted the cows, giving them a
distinctive black and white cow print but also
individual touches created by the class. Fully dried and
sprayed with a protective lacquer, the cows have now
been given a new home in the reception of both the
school and our Parish office, showcasing the fine work
done by all involved.
Next, each member of the group was given the task of
designing and producing a 15cm square tile, depicting
their favourite part of Milton Keynes history. We had a
good mix of ideas with tiles being created to show The
Point, The Bowl, Xscape, The Centre MK, and many more
of the borough’s unique historical attributes. Once the
tiles were completed they were baked in an oven to
seal the paint so they could be displayed on a board in
the school playground.

During the week the group also had the chance to try
rock climbing and canoeing during a trip to Caldecotte,
as well as taking part in the Milton Keynes Youth
Partnership Games. Overall it was a fantastic week of
activity and we would like to thank everybody at Long
Meadow School for inviting the Youth Team to be
involved. Special thanks go to Mrs Colmer and all of the
students who took part and behaved fantastically
during all of the activities. We will return to the school
in September for some team building activities with the
new Year 6 students and also next year for an ‘Olympics’
themed educational week.

‘Ropes’ Trip

built on a basic chicken wire skeleton and then covered
with ‘modroc’, a sort of gauze bandage impregnated
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As a celebration of the end of the school year, we took
a group from our Youth Club sessions to Willen Lake to
complete the ‘Aerial Extreme’ course. This is the second
time we have taken a group over to the course that is a
great mix of adventure and challenge. All members of
the group had the chance to attempt the three ropes
courses that are at differing heights and increasing in
difficulty.
Every one of the 16 young people who took part had a
chance to push themselves out of their comfort zone
and also an opportunity to support and encourage their

Autumn 2011
peers. We were blessed with great weather for the
evening and a good mixture of tears, fears, and smiles
made it a very rewarding activity for everyone involved.
Andy and the Team would like to thank everyone who
attended and congratulate them on the effort and
bravery they showed.

Summer Activities
Once again this year the Parish Council has supported
some great activities throughout the summer. The Play
Association Fun and Play sessions returned four times a
week in different locations across the Parish providing
arts, crafts, sports, and a range of bouncy castles. These

Young people climbing over or damaging the fence to
gain access is a very serious issue, not only because
those who do so could cause themselves a serious
injury but also it is a criminal offence to trespass on
private property. The Youth Team has been trying to
reinforce this fact to all of the youths who use the area
and, in liaison with the Police, try to stop this very
dangerous behaviour.

sessions were free of charge and drew enormous crowds
of young people in the 4-14 age group each week of
the summer holidays. These sessions have been running
for many years now and still they bring people together
to enjoy some of the lovely open spaces we have in our
Parish.
This summer we also provided ‘Free-Running’ coaching
organised by MK Parkour. ‘Free-Running’ is the art of
movement across and over objects incorporating both
physical and mental strength. The coaching we
provided not only helped young people increase their
fitness but also reinforced the need for discipline and
control. This is a great new sport that is increasing in
popularity across the borough and during these sessions
we found some very talented young people who will
hopefully take this opportunity to improve on the skills
they have learned.

Tattenhoe AstroTurf
Since it opened six years ago the Astroturf at Tattenhoe
Sports Pavilion has always been very popular with local
young people as it provides a good quality surface that
can be used all year around. Unfortunately, due to
damage resulting from unauthorised use of the facility,
the amount of time these young people are able to
spend here has been severely reduced. Although the
Leisure Centre is a Borough Council funded facility it is
private property, managed and cared for by Hertsmere
Leisure and is not available for anyone just to wonder
in and use.

For more than five years now the Youth Team has also
been striving to provide access for all by hiring the
Astroturf and providing free fun football sessions once a
week. During the the school summer holidays an
additional two hour session was introduced on Monday
evenings. We also liaised with staff from Hertsmere
Leisure who provided further access on the three
remaining evenings for a small charge.
Our Thursday Football sessions (5-6pm every week) will
continue all year round providing fun, healthy
opportunities for all young men aged 8-18. We will also
be running a similar session on the Astroturf of Shenley
Brook End School starting in October so keep an eye
out for our advertising.

Thank You and Farewell.
After being a member of the Youth Team for just over
five years Alex Gowen has left his position as Youth
Worker to pursue a new career in Early Years and
Childcare. Alex has been an integral part of building
the Youth Team since he joined us in June 2006 and he
will be missed by the team and the young people alike.
We would all like to wish Alex all the best in his new
role and to say a big ‘thank you’ for all of the hard work
he has been involved in over the years.

If you have done something special, like
Sadie on the front page, why not tell us about
it and send us a picture. You too could finish
up in Community News! email us at:
Carole.McMillan@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
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Gardening – September 2011
Success!
In my last
article I
explained
how to cut
back a
Cordyline
which
appeared to
be dead
after the bad
winter by
cutting on a
slant to a
firm point on the stem. As you can see from this
photo I did this with mine and it is now shooting
well.

Problem Beetle
This summer there has been an increase in the population of
Rosemary Beetles. These beetles
came to the UK from the
Mediterranean in the early 1990’s.
They are slightly bigger than a
ladybird metallic green with purple
stripes and their pale grey larvae
eat the young foliage and flower
spikes of Rosemary, Lavender, Sage
& Thyme. The larvae are
particularly active in August and
September. Lavenders have
become very popular in the past
couple of years and this, according
to experts, is part of the reason
for the increase in these very
attractive but destructive beetles.
The easiest way to get rid of the beetles is to lay old cloths or
newspaper beneath the plants and give the plants a good
shake. The defence mechanism of most beetles is to drop to
the ground when disturbed and you can then dispose of them.
Remove the larvae by spraying with a strong solution of
washing up liquid.
This summer cyclamen have been very popular as a bedding
plant. Now is the time to conserve some for winter colour
indoors.
When the plants die down in the late autumn don’t dig them up
to put on the compost heap. They can make lovely houseplants.
During the summer most of them will have formed small tubers.
• Take some of the tubers and dry them out indoors on
newspaper for 2 – 3 weeks.
• Once they are looking a bit shrivelled, wash off all of the old
soil and ‘plant’ in small pots of compost suitable for your
windowsills.
• To plant them you should just place the tuber so that it is
slightly sunken into the compost but NOT buried.
• Keep them moist at all times and they should start to shoot
leaves from the top of the tuber in a few weeks
• In late January mine are always covered in blooms just when
colour is needed in the house.

Recycling:-Gardeners are the original recyclers by making
compost from all waste material. There are a lot of myths about
this so here are a few general rules.
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Some materials suitable for composting are:• Garden weeds etc. that are soft but not deep rooted weeds
or anything too woody as these may not always be broken
down by the composting process.
•Peelings and vegetable matter from the kitchen.
•Grass clippings.
•Small amounts of scrunched up paper and egg boxes as
these will help with the aeration process.
•Egg shells can be composted but I have found they do
not always break down.
You do not need to spend a lot of money on a compost bin.
I have used an old plastic dustbin with the bottom cut off
very successfully.
Keep compost moist but not sodden. Do not compost in
deep layers e.g. grass cuttings or you will get a thick
sludge, instead put a mix of weeds and grass or egg boxes
and scrunched up paper to trap air. If possible turn the
compost every couple of months. If you are using an old
plastic bin, just lift it off, re-site it and put the contents back
in upside down. If you don’t have room for this then try to
stir or mix up your compost.
You should not compost left-over raw or cooked meat or
bones or cooked food, pizza etc. These along with other
garden waste should be put in the green ‘wheelie bin’ provided
by Milton Keynes Council this will protect the waste from from
cats, birds and any vermin. Smaller capacity green bins are
available for those not producing a lot of waste. They are also
easier to handle.
As gardeners we are hoping this winter will not be as cold as
last year but don’t take chances with tender shrubs etc and
move them into groups and cover with old net curtains when
the weather is forecast to be very cold.

Enjoy your gardening!

Ginnie
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Milton Keynes
Credit Union
Local, ethical,
affordable savings
and loans

Safe savings & affordable loans for
all
Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe Parish
Council has made a grant this year to
Milton Keynes Credit Union (MKCU) to
enable the development of services to
local residents and the Credit Union
thanks the Council for their continued
support. This will help us to promote
and extend financial services which are
available for everyone in the community.
MKCU is a financial co-operative,
providing safe savings and affordable
loans to people who live or work in
Milton Keynes. Credit Unions are ‘not for
profit’ organisations, owned and run by
the members. We are part of a worldwide
movement of over 54,000 Credit Unions
with 180 million members. In the UK
membership has grown significantly in
the last few years to over 900,000.
The Credit Union approach offers several
advantages to members:

• No credit check or bank account is

required to join.
• Saving is flexible – you decide how
much you want to save.
• Savings are safe, as they are protected
by the Government’s Financial Services
Compensation Scheme (FSCS)
• Members can save by standing order,
or by cash at one of our local,
community based collection points
• Once established as a saver, a member
can then borrow up to three times
their savings at affordable interest
rates.
• There is free life assurance on savings
and loans
Currently, there are illegal doorstep
lenders, often called loan sharks,
operating in Milton Keynes, They prey
on the most vulnerable, charging
enormous interest rates and responding
to an inability to repay with violence.
Their victims often end up in a debt
spiral from which they cannot escape. A
strong Credit Union can offer local
people an accessible alternative.
MKCU is safe for its members as it is
regulated by the Financial Services
Authority and covered by the Financial

Recycling Advisors go door to door
Milton Keynes Council’s recycling team is currently out and
about, speaking to residents in an effort to improve both
the quantity and quality of recycling in 19 areas across the
borough.
John Nwugo and Hannah Kay are helping residents to
better understand how to use our recycling service and
encouraging them to get involved.
Burying waste in landfill is
expensive, currently costing tax
payers £80 per tonne, whereas
recycling actually makes money,
keeping down the cost of council
tax for everyone.
Overall in MK recycling stands at
52%, however in some areas this is
as little as 18%, showing more can
be done to raise awareness of our easy to use scheme.
The initiative, sponsored by waste contractor Serco and
Community Waste, which runs the recycling facility, will
run until mid August when the team hope to have visited
over 14,000 properties.
The aim is to increase recycling in the chosen areas by 2%
which would save the council £150,000 by recycling an
additional 2,200 tonnes of waste instead of sending it to
landfill.
As well as handing out blue boxes, our recycling advisors
are giving out information on what materials can be
recycled, explaining how to use the food and garden waste
service, promoting our free bulky waste service and giving
details of our free text and email alert service (see
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/recycling for details)
The recycling team will be calling in on parts of the
following areas:
Bletchley, Oldbrook, Fishermead, Heelands, Bradville,
Conniburrow, Newport Pagnell, Eaglestone, Peartree Bridge,
Kents Hill, Monkston, Netherfield, Kingsmead, Westcroft,
Grange Farm, Great Holm, Fullerslade, Galley Hill, Hodge
Lea, Stacey Bushes and Wolverton.

Services Compensation Scheme. This is
important, as the worst recession in
memory has left few people unaffected,
resulting in a banking crisis and a ‘credit
crunch’. Even long-running Christmas
Clubs have collapsed, affecting people’s
confidence in financial bodies.
This year we introduced our LHA scheme.
Tenants of private landlords can now
have Housing Benefits paid to the
landlord via a Credit Union account,
which takes away the worry of ensuring
that rent is paid on time.
MKCU has been working in the city since
2006 and now has over 550 members. To
join, or for further information, visit one
of our collection points, or contact us as
below.
Milton Keynes Credit Union
Foundation House, The Square,
Aylesbury St., Wolverton, Milton
Keynes MK12 5HX
Tel: 01908 525086
e-mail:
enquiries@mkcreditunion.org.uk,
web site: www.mkcreditunion.org.uk
FSA Reg. No.:417717

Planning & Environment
Committee Report
(continued from page 7)

This information is also available on the Parish Council
website www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
At the same meeting we were given an update by HCA on the
proposals for future developments within the Parish
Kingsmead South: HCA is in the process of re-marketing
Sites 1&2. Expressions of interest have been received and
assessed, resulting in a shortlist of developers. HCA is
currently reviewing the Brief to make sure those issues raised
in relation to previous proposals are addressed; in particular
the relationship between existing and new development. It is
expected that a preferred developer partner will be selected
by December 2011.
Tattenhoe Park: HCA has recently marketed Site 1. Tenders,
received from a number of developers, have been assessed
and it is expected that the preferred developer partner will
be selected by October 2011.
Proposals for a plot of land on Garthwaite Crescent
between Alpine Croft and the local park: Originally this was
going to be for a school but when Milton Keynes Councils’
plans changed it was identified for housing.
The HCA intend to market this development opportunity and
hope to have selected a developer early next year.
We have assurances that the new developments on
Kingsmead and Garthwaite Crescent will fit in with, and be
sympathetic to, the character of the surrounding area.
There will be ample opportunity for information to be
circulated and for consultation as all of the projects move
forward.

Keith Thomas
Planning & Environment Committee Chairman
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What’s on at your NEW Local Community
Sports Pavilion this Month
Monday Evenings

Tuesday Evenings

5.45 pm Zumba Classes

6.30 pm Senior Rugby Training
8.00 pm BBQ Non Members Welcome

Wednesday Evenings
6 pm Juniors (14-17) Rugby Training
7.30 pm American Football Training
Korfball Training
Tues - Friday Evenings
Lounge & Bar open from 6 pm - 11 pm

Thursday Evenings
6.30 pm Senior Rugby Training
8 pm BBQ Non Members Welcome
7.30 pm Quiz Night (First Thursday of Month)
Sunday Mornings (10 am - 12 pm)
Minis & Juniors Rugby (5-17)

Home Fixtures For Saturdays Kick off at 3 pm
August 2011
27th - Milton Keynes 1st V Betchley & BBQ
September 2011
03rd - Milton Keynes 1st V Bugbrooke & BBQ
17th - Milton Keynes 1st V Marlborough
24th - Milton Keynes 3rd V Olney
October 2011
1st - Milton Keynes 2nd V OLD Northamptonians
8th - Milton Keyness 1st V Slough
15th - Milton Keynes 3rd V Betchley
29th - Milton Keynes 1st V Aylesbury
29th - Milton Keynes 2nd V Leighton Buzzard

The Valley will be showing
all Rugby World Cup
matches plus a special
World Cup breakfast on
the weekend

Visit our website : www.mkrufc.com for information on how to find us, our latest and upcoming events and membership packages.
Emerson Valley Sports Pavilion, Bowland Drive, Emerson Valley,Milton Keynes, Bucks MK4 2DN . Phone 01908 507370
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WESTCROFT DAY NURSERY
The previous Liberal Democrat administration at Milton Keynes
Council (MKC) identified a number of services which it sought
to dispose of, or close down, to save money. One of these
services was a number of day nurseries throughout the
borough.
Westcroft Day Nursery, located next door to our Parish Office,
is on the list for potential closure. It may be that the new
Conservative administration will alter this policy, but it’s
currently still under threat.
Earlier this year, your Parish Council was approached with a
request for help to save this valuable service, and we have had
a number of meetings with MKC Officers to determine what
action we might take to provide a solution. This nursery
provides a vital resource, enabling working parents to have
their pre-school needs looked after in a caring and
professional environment.
Your Parish Council has submitted a formal bid to take over
Westcroft Day Nursery, by forming a charity that would
operate it on a ‘not for profit’ basis.
Briefly, our bid was based around four key elements:
1. The nursery would continue to provide the service as
currently.
2. Staff would be progressively increased to enable more
children to attend.
3. Attendance fees would not increase beyond the rate of
inflation.
4. Services currently provided by MKC would be taken over
by your Parish Council at considerably less cost.
We will know if our bid has been successful later this year.
This is our first step in taking over a service from MKC, and we
do genuinely believe that we can do it better.
Cllr David Livingstone
Parish Council Chairman

Enjoy your local parks this autumn
There are plenty of activities coming up
in your local parks this autumn:

Shenley Wood
Pumpkin Carving
Master Class .....................25 October
Learn to become a master pumpkin
carver ready for Halloween.
Bring a
pumpkin and turn it into a spooky
lantern! Park at Merlewood car park, V2
Tattenhoe Street. 10.30-12.30 £3 per
child*.

Howe Park Wood
Guided Walk...................9 September
Explore the ancient Howe Park Wood, a
Site of Special Scientific Interest. Meet
at Howe Park Wood car park, off H7
Chaffron Way, opposite Westcroft Centre.
10.00-11.30 Free.
Waggy Walks
Puppy Power.................11 September
Bring your puppy along to meet some
new friends and learn a new walking
route. Meet in the car park, off H7
Chaffron Way, opposite Westcroft Centre.
10.00-11.30 £1 per dog.
Waggy Walk .......................9 October
Explore Howe Park Wood with your
canine chum. Meet in the car park, off

SB
DANCE
ACADEMY

PROFESSIONAL DANCE CLASSES
BEGINNERS TO EXPERIENCED PERFORMERS

CHALLENGE JAZZ

FUNKY ‘N’ FAST

WEST END WORKOUT

SB LIMBER

Upbeat and energized dance classes, for different age groups.
Classes follow a technique-based approach balanced with professional
choreography. Essential for students who want to perform!
Classes are held Thursdays and Saturdays at
Shenley Brook End School, Milton Keynes.

ADULT JAZZ
For adults who still want to dance and boogie on down. This class covers a
range of dance styles and you can strut your stuff each Saturday morning.
Learn  a  variety  of  choreography  and  have  fun  on  the  dance  ﬂoor.

Principal: Suzanne Bushen
Telephone: 07506 870511
Email: suzanne@sbdanceacademy.co.uk

www.sbdanceacademy.co.uk

H7 Chaffron Way, opposite Westcroft
Centre. 10.00-11.30 £1 per dog.
Easy Riders ....................13 November
20 mile cycle tour of the woods within
Milton Keynes. Meet at Westcroft Library.
10.00-1.00 Free.
Search for Santa .............17 December
If you thought Santa lived in the North
Pole you may be very surprised to learn
that he may be closer than you think!
Follow our trail through the woods in
search of jolly old Saint Nick! Park in
the car park, H7 Tattenhoe Street.
11.00-3.00pm (timed bookings) £5 per
child*.

Furzton Lake
Parks and Run .....................2 October
Fun runs for all ages with a choice of
routes from 2 to 10km. Meet in the car
park opposite the Bowl, V4 Watling
Street. 10.00-12.00 Free.
Women’s Walking
Network ..........................3 November
Get to know your parks better and make
some new friends. Meet in the car park
opposite the Bowl, V4 Watling Street.
10.00-12.00 £1 per person.
*Booking is essential for these events.
For more information about
The Parks Trust visit our website
www.theparkstrust.com or call
01908 233600.

Meet Our
Newest Parish
Councillor
My name is Kevin Geaney,
and I have recently joined
the Parish Council representing Furzton
North. I have lived in Furzton with my
wife Maggie, who is also a Parish
Councilor, for five years and have
grown to love the area.
Between us we have seven grown up
children. All have flown the nest but
three of them still live in the Milton
Keynes area. We also delight in sharing
five grandchildren.
Currently I am a Director of a local
business in Bletchley. Outside of work
my interests are many and varied, the
most important and pleasurable of
them all is my large family.
I am really looking forward to being
involved in the work of the Parish
Council to attempt to improve the
community for the benefit of all the
residents.
If you have any issues which you feel
need addressing in our parish, please
feel free to contact me.
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

OXLEY PARK

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre

Oxley Park Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park

Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Sure Start Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆ Kingsmead & Oxley Park Toddler Group
◆ Ziggy After School Group
◆ Cub Scouts & Brownies
◆ MJ Circuit Training
◆ One Ummah (Arabic Classes)
◆ Baggy T-shirts Bums, Tums & Thighs
◆Yoga
◆ Phoenix Tactical UK (Kick Boxing)
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)
◆ Beginners line Dancing
◆Slim Dance - Latin Dancing
◆ Various Faith Groups (Ask for details)
◆Families Need Fathers - Support Group

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ Fusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall

◆ Brownies ◆ Dance Group
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆ Healing Group
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH

Church End Road, Shenley Brook End

River Valley Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Mondays from
2pm - 4pm
◆ Pilates with April 01908 550270
Monday 7.30pm -8.30pm
◆ Yoga with Katie
6-7pm beginners, 7:30-9:00 others
◆Musical Monkeys
Wednesday 10am 11am
◆ Little Acorns Group
Tuesday mornings 9.30 - 11.30
◆ Acorns Toddler Group
9:30-11:30 Thursday in term time
◆ Bingo 2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays
◆Urban Scouts
Wednesday 5:00pm - 8:00pm
◆Mini Strikers
Wed. 12:30 - 2pm Fri. 3pm - 5pm

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

◆ Thistle Scottish Dance Club
Wednesday 8pm-10pm

NORTH FURZTON
Ridge-way
Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs ◆ Geological Society
◆ Keyne Crafters
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Furzton Tots Pre-school
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Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Slimming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo
◆Sunday Mornings Church Meeting

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Spanish & French Lessons
◆ Mini Strikers ◆ Martial Arts
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Bosom Pals
◆ Slimdance
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Zumba Fitness Classes

WESTCROFT
Westcroft Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ After School Club (SWASP)
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ Ismalis Group
◆ Jesus Fellowship Church
◆ MK Pipe Band
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group

Autumn 2011

What’s On?
EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays 5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Football For Fun (6 or 10 a-side, depending on numbers)
Tuesday evenings. 8-9pm. Anyone welcome, male or female, and any
skill level, though being able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16
or over, but no upper limit! Currently £2.00 per session.
Shenley Brook End School (Astroturf, all weather pitch)
More info from Chris (07773 451678) or Matt (07804 098446)
Part of the activities organised by Shenley Christian Fellowship.
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Indoor bowls for males & females from 9 upwards on Tuesday
evenings 7.00 to 9.00pm
Fun Football for: for boys and girls from 5 years old and upwards on
Wednesday evenings 5:30pm - 7pm. We also run wheelchair football.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 for details of all activities.
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall 2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-11 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 10-11am & 11:15-12:15 Shenley Brook End.
Every Thursday in Bancroft 5:15-6:15pm
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Shenley Brook End 10-11 & 11:15-12:15
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759287206 for further
information and book your free trial.
email:helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk
Website:www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones
Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening - 6.30-7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Lynn on 524742 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies & their carers. Tuesday mornings 9:30
am - 12:30 at SBE Village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 0 - 5 year olds with their carers. No
charge. Every Thursday, in term time, 9.30 - 11.30. SBE Village Hall.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.
Website: www.scf-mk.org.uk email: lynn.mepham@scf-mk.org.uk
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps
of square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www.10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:20 - 8:10 & 8.15 - 9.10 Oxley Park School.
Every Saturday morning 10.15 - 11.15 at Oxley Park Primary School
Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or email yasmin@zumba.uk.com
for more information.
New Life Church MK West
Every Sunday Morning 10:30am Oxley Park School
Contact 0300 123 5101 for more information or visit our website
www.newlifewest.org.uk
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group
Information support & advice for anyone affected by dementia Westcroft Health Centre every other Tuesday 14:00 = 15:30
Contact Dee Cope 01908 261750 for information or email
dee.cope@alzheimers.org.uk

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 2,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Pink Sacks
A Reminder that pink sacks are available for
collection at the Parish Office for anyone who wants
them. It’s a good idea to call 521538 first to make
sure staff are available.

Point of Contact for Allotment Matters
Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available
on the Parish website along with much more news and
information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

If you would like to apply for an allotment or if you
have any queries or ideas regarding your allotment
please contact:
carole.mcmillan@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
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SHENLEY BROOK END SUMMER FÊTE
Early in the day the weather threatened to disrupt this
year’s festivities. Right on cue however, the sun came
out and so did the visitors and the event was a great
success. Those who ventured to the village hall for
refreshments were greeted with the unusual sight of a
pair of very cute and amiable llamas.

After the fête itself, an appreciative audience gathered for the Shenley Music Festival
and were entertained by a number of local groups including The Electric Blues Band,
Checkpoint Charlie, Blueprint, Sweeny Todd and artists, Abby Todd Weller, Emma Wallond
& Tom Chapman, Sian Magill and Pippa Moyle.

Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DE. Tel: 01908 521538
Editor K Thomas
Circulation 10,000 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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