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A Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Peaceful New Year to all our Readers
Shenley Brook End School New Leadership & Training Centre
On Thursday 27 September Shenley Brook End School
welcomed Brian Lightman, General Secretary of the
Association of School and College Leaders, to open its
new Leadership and Training Centre. The Leadership
and Training Centre (LTC) is an expression of the
school’s commitment to growing successful people
across and beyond the school, and its role as a
national teaching school is part of this.
The LTC aims to encourage and support schools to
develop communities where people are:
• Successfully Leading – helping schools grow
successful leadership at every level
• Successfully Learning – helping schools grow
successful learning at every level
• Successfully Living – helping schools grow
people to live successful live
Brian Lightman spent the day at the school, meeting
with senior and middle leaders and with the student
cabinet prior to speaking at the opening event. The
audience included local Head teachers and a range of
regional and national educational figures from
universities, training providers, academy chains and
educational consultancies, as well as the Chair of the
Parish Council and the Deputy Mayor. Following the
opening of the Centre, Brian stayed to speak to
parents and students at the school’s annual awards
ceremony and to present awards, celebrating the best
results in the school’s history.
Brian welcomed the school’s commitment to the
importance of developing leadership, and said, “The
coalition government has said that it wants to create
a world-class teaching profession and centres like the
one here at Shenley Brook End School are crucial to
achieving that aim. In the end this is about ensuring
the best possible education for young people.
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International research shows that the quality of
teaching is the single most important factor in
making sure that young people succeed at school.
That’s why a centre like this is so important. It is
inspiring to see schools taking the lead in creating
the best generation of
teachers and school leaders
we have ever had.”
Chris Holmwood, Senior
Deputy Head teacher at the
school, has been appointed
Principal of the Leadership
and Training Centre. He said,
“In practical terms the centre
will make a huge contribution
to the training and
development of school
leadership through accredited
and bespoke leadership
programmes across and
beyond Milton Keynes. This is
something the school has been doing for a while, and
through the Centre, and as a Teaching school, we now
have the opportunity to support many more schools
more widely. My aspiration would be that we enable
teachers to grow in their skills and confidence to
develop their leadership potential and that we
contribute to the creation of an educational climate
that makes it possible for children and young people
to do the same. It is a privilege to have the support
of ASCL in this, and we very much appreciate Brian
Lightman’s visit today”.
Further information
Visit www.ltc.sbeschool.org.uk or email
LTC@sbeschool.org.uk
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
The cold hand of austerity is beginning to make itself felt at Milton Keynes Council.
Severe cuts in staff has meant that the normally efficient service that we have been
used to, has become somewhat flaky. This is particularly evident in Development
Control, where we have experienced some difficulties in being able to comment on
planning applications within the prescribed deadlines. This results in planning
applications reaching us late, and on a number of occasions the deadline has expired.
We have expressed our concerns, and thankfully Development Control officers have
agreed to relax the rules on our responding within a rigid timeframe.
Elsewhere within MKC, we have noticed response times extending. This makes life difficult for our officers
when they’re trying to resolve issues in a timely manner. And it’s going to get worse, as yet more cost
reductions are required in the future.
On a more cheerful note, it has been my pleasure recently to have represented the Parish Council at two
important events within the Parish, the opening of the new Leadership & Training Centre at Shenley Brook
End School and the 'switch on' of the wind turbine at Long Meadow School. Both of these events are
reported in this issue. It’s very encouraging to see such innovation here in our Parish, and I offer my
sincere best wishes to both schools for their future success.
Under the Localism Act 2011 there is now a requirement for all Councils and Parish Councils to adopt a
new Code of Conduct and for each Councillor to complete a Register of Interests. You can read more about
this and see the Register of Interests of all our Parish Councillors on our website.
As it will soon be Christmas, may I offer seasonal greetings to all residents, and my hope that 2013 will be
a better year than 2012.

David Livingstone
Parish Council Chairman

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite Westfriers).

Full Parish Council
Dec 17th

Jan 28th

Feb 25th

March 25th

Community Committee
Dec 10th

Jan 14th

Feb 11th

March 11th

Planning & Environment Committee
Dec 3rd
Jan 7th
Feb 5th
March 4th
Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the Clerk on
01908 521538 beforehand to check that there have not been any changes.

Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Edith Bald (Conservative)
Gerald Small (Conservative)

Grants are available from the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We can
include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it.
Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter. Details at the
foot of page 2.

Advertising Rates
Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart MP
Community Information Centre:
Central Library Tel: 01908 254050

Can We Help You?

Full Page
Half Page (landscape)
Quarter Page (portrait)
‘Business card’ (90mmx50mm approx.)

£150
£75
£40
£15

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available
on the Parish website along with much more news and
information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.
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SHENLEY BROOK END SCHOOL
BECOMES A YOUTH SPORT
TRUST GOLD PARTNER
Shenley Brook End School is to become a Youth
Sport Trust GOLD Partner School for its commitment
to PE and school sport.
Youth Sport Trust Partner Schools can demonstrate
how they are delivering high quality school sport
and improving the PE experience for every young
person. Importantly, they are also using sport to
raise achievement levels across the school.
As a partner Shenley Brook End School will receive
additional training and development opportunities
and can become involved in national education and
sport initiatives. The school has recently opened a
Leadership and Training Centre and celebrated the
award by hosting the Youth Sport Trust’s Regional
PE Leadership Conference.
Chris Holmwood, Principal of the Leadership and
Training Centre, said:
“We are absolutely thrilled to become a Youth Sport
Trust Partner School which recognises our
commitment to delivering the best possible

experiences for young people through PE and school
sport.
There is a whole range of educational, health and
wellbeing benefits from delivering high quality PE
and school sport and we see on a regular basis that
when sport is delivered well it can transform the
lives of a whole range of students.
“As a Gold Partner School we aim to use the
Leadership and Training Centre to support more
schools in developing high quality leadership of PE
and develop young people’s leadership qualities
through sport.”
Annette Montague, Education Director at the Youth
Sport Trust, said:
“Youth Sport Trust Partner Schools share our belief
that sport changes lives and understand how it can
be used across the curriculum to improve
attainment. PE and school sport can be a catalyst
for young people to live healthy, active lives and we
are delighted to be working with schools across the
country to support them develop this provision.
“We have increasing number of schools applying for
our partner school status which is a testament to
the ongoing commitment that schools have in
making a difference for young people and creating a
world class system for PE and sport.”

Ensure Your Child Has A Healthy & Confident
Smile For The Whole Of Their Life
Speak to our Smile Advisors TODAY and ask for
a FREE smile audit for your child

☺ Call now on 01908 886 407
☺ Email smilesmk@appledore.co.uk
☺ Pop into our Central MK clinic at

CBX II, 376 Midsummer Blvd, MK9 2EA
(inside the building opposite the opticians)

☺ Or if you prefer, check us out online
www.cosmeticdentistmk.co.uk
Appledore is a private dental clinic
Dr Teresa Day GDC 54407
Dr Neha Gokani GDC 87376

Call now on 01908 886 407
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Healthy Smile Club
Children’s membership from
only £1.51 per month !

Winter 2012

TAYLORFOOTHEALTH
Peter Taylor MCFHP MAFHP
Patricia Taylor MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Members of The British
Association of Foot Health Professionals
Offering treatments for

Nails Cut & Filed
Hard Skin Removal
Corn Removal
Fungal Nails
Verrucae
Athletes Foot
Ingrowing Toe Nails
Visiting Practice - Appointments by Arrangement

Mobile: 07910 513074
Business: 01908 504871
MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be what
you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counseling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan to
pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as much
of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance
that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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Cooking With Grandma

10 Years of Scouting in the Parish

A couple of ideas for cakes that are quick, easy and with a little
supervision children can make.
Scones
Makes about 10 depending on size and take 30 minutes from
start to eating
If you do not have a pastry cutter, any small round container
can be used, but if it is glass be careful not to press hard.
8oz self raising flour
2 oz Margarine or butter
1 oz sugar
2 oz of currants or sultanas
1 egg, lightly beaten with 2 tablespoons of milk
Put flour in a bowl and rub in margarine
Stir in sugar and fruit
Add the egg and milk mixture a little at a time until the mixture
becomes dough.
Roll out to about 1 cm thick and cut into rounds with a medium
pastry cutter.
Brush the tops with the left over egg mixture.
Bake in an oven pre heated to 200C for ten minutes
Leave to cool for five minutes, split, butter and enjoy.
Christmas Puddings With A Difference
2 rounded tablespoons of Drinking chocolate
2 rounded tablespoons of icing sugar
2 tablespoons of golden syrup
2 ounces of butter or margarine
4 shredded wheat
Small piece of white ‘ready to roll’ icing
Green food colouring
In a bowl crush shredded wheat until there are no lumps left.
Melt all other ingredients together over a low heat or in a
microwave on low power.
Mix in the shredded wheat.
Take a tablespoon at a time, shape into a ball and place on a
sheet of greaseproof paper or foil.
Leave for 30 minutes to set then put a little white icing on
each pudding.
Colour some icing green and make into holly leaf shapes, place
on each pudding.

VISITING PACKAGES
Adults Elderly Kids
Disability
“The  amazing  benefits  of  Yoga”
Start a Yoga Package at my home or yours.
Improve, develop, gain, manage, thrive,
overcome, prosper.
For more details: 0777 27 25 307

info@yogajo.co.uk

It is now an amazing 105 years since Scouting began,
and there are 30 million members across the globe... but
our local Scout Group is much younger (and smaller),
being born in Westcroft in just 2002!
Howe Park Scout Group has subsequently spent the last
decade providing fun and friendship, challenge and
everyday adventure to hundreds of boys and girls in the
Parish.
The Group currently has over 60 members, but thanks to
some new adult volunteers joining the team this will be
growing to 70 in the new year. However, we remain in
high demand with over 100 young people on the waiting
list. Unfortunately we have to turn a lot of people away
simply because we haven't got room, so we'd love to
recruit a couple more adult volunteers to our successful
team so we can offer even more amazing opportunities
to young people.
Scouting offers many varied different activities to girls
and boys, indoors and outdoors, creative and
adventurous for everyone at
every level. Just this year, our
team have provided over 120
evening meetings, over 20
weekend events, and 8
overnight events, with
planning for 2013 already well
underway!
As part of our birthday
celebrations this year our
members have taken part in
activities as diverse as picking
litter in Westcroft, bowling,
climbing, assault courses, a
trip to MK Theatre, a car boot
sale, conservation at an
abandoned church, ice
skating, a trip to London, gardening, hiking, visiting MK
Dons, a trip to the Recycling centre, and campfire
cooking.
To find out more about our work or opportunities to get
involved visit www.howeparkscouts.org.uk

Control Your Energy Bills
Rising energy costs are in the news again and the Parish
Council is not exempt. The Clerk was recently offered a renewal
price going forward by their current supplier which was
completely unacceptable. Naturally she politely declined the
offer and on the instructions of the Council is now reviewing
other suppliers for when the contract runs out in a few months
time.
Many of the major gas and electricity providers have recently
announced price increases of up to 9.1%, and all are likely to
have followed suit by the New Year. In addition, a number of
cheap and popular energy tariffs are expiring meaning that
householders will transfer to standard tariffs, which may
increase energy bills significantly unless they take steps to find
alternatives. On average, the proposed increases could cost the
typical household an additional £100 a year on their energy
bill.
If you are connected to the internet, browsing a few of the
many comparison websites can be useful or even simply
contacting your existing supplier to see if they can offer a
better tariff, particularly if you have competitive prices you
can quote from the internet. You will need information to hand
about your usage or annual spend in order to check on other
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suppliers but you should be able to find this information on
your energy bills.
Just like the rest of us the Council is always looking at ways to
reduce its energy consumption. Simple actions such as not
leaving appliances on stand-by can make significant savings at
the end of the day. All the Parish office staff are very aware
about switching off lights, and office equipment when not in
use. We are also upgrading equipment such as our printer/
photocopier with more efficient models as and when they need
replacing. The office heating boiler was replaced recently with
a new more efficient one when the old one died.
If you would like more information about energy saving tips,
we suggest you visit the Energy Saving Trust website:
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

Delphine Wolfe

Shenley Lodge and Furzton
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG)
This group meets on the first Wednesday of every
month at 7.30pm in the Parish offices at Westcroft.
It is made up of Ward Councillors, Parish Councillors
PCSOs and residents of the area.
Anyone is welcome to come along and the meetings are
very informal.
During the next few weeks a survey will drop through
every letter box. Please take time to complete and
return it, as it is your suggestions that govern the
projects this group take on board for the next year.

Maggie Geaney
Vice Chair

MB
Videocam
Packages

With over 6 years experience, MB Videocam aims to provide a high quality and
personal service. We use 2 cameras to capture the most from your special day.
Your wedding video will then be reproduced on DVD in a beautiful presentation case.
Previous Venues include: Kingfisher Golf Club, Jury’s Inn, Horwood House, La Collina,
Sculpered Gallery, Wilton Hall, Plum Park, Notley Abbey,
Abbeyhill Golf Club, Towcester Racecourse, Coronation Hall,
Bletchley Park and more.....

Silver Package

Gold Package

Diamond Package

!!

!!

!!

Home Consultation
Attendance of rehearsal
Filming of place of ceremony
Arrival of groom and best man
Arrival of guests
Arrival of bride
The ceremony
Signing of register if allowed
(or signing of mock register)
Throwing of confetti
Photo call at place of ceremony
Video edited with titles,
choice of music and
transferred onto DVD
1 DVD in a presentation case

Includes Silver package plus,
Bride and groom arrival at venue
Bride and groom greet guests
All speeches
Cutting of cake
(if before first dance or
mock cutting of cake)
First dance at 8pm
Video messages (if possible)
1 DVD in a presentation case
Plus 2 extra copies
(in standard DVD cases)

Includes Gold package plus,
Throwing of bouquet
Evenings entertainment till 10pm
Video messages (if possible)
3 DVD’s in presentation cases

all this for

£325

all this for

£495

all this for

£650

Additional DVD (in standard case) £15 each.
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Youth Team in Action
The Parish Youth Team provides three youth clubs a week
all year round along with three outside football sessions
using the Astroturf’s in our Parish. These youth clubs
provide a space for young people to go and interact with
others their own age and to engage in activities
provided by the youth workers.
We provide football sessions every Monday (Tattenhoe),
Wednesday (Shenley Brook End), and Thursday
(Tattenhoe) 5-6pm which are completely free of charge.
These football sessions are not coaching or centred
around creating a competitive team but about providing
space for young people to come along and play in a safe
and accessible environment with their friends. This is
particularly important during the winter months when
other spaces are dark and inaccessible by 4pm.
The Westcroft
Youth Club
hosted a
Halloween
party this year
offering the
opportunity
for members
to come along
dressed up,
take part in
some games
and add to the
decorations with some arts and craft activities. The
Youth Team decorated the council chambers with carved
pumpkins (courtesy of Furzton Youth Club), homemade
decorations, rubber spiders and all this set to a spooky
soundtrack. Falling on a cold night during half term, the
turnout was not as busy as we had hoped but those who
did attend still had a great night. Throughout the build
up to Halloween night the staff have been using the
activities to promote safe ‘trick or treating’ and making
sure that young people only knock on safe houses of
people they know and do not harass those who are
vulnerable or who just don’t celebrate this ghostly event.

Emerson Valley Community Open Day
On Saturday 20th October the Emerson Valley
Community Centre (Roeburn Crescent) continued the
Parish-wide programme of events by hosting its own
Community Open Day. The event planned and
organised by the Management Committee aimed to
celebrate the 7th Birthday of the Centre as well as
advertising the activities it provides. A range of the
centres users were there providing information stalls
and taster activities as well as other local partners
including Sunshine Children’s Centre, Thames Valley
Police, the local Co-op store and the Parish Council.
The event was blessed with some glorious weather
and although more people could have attended they
had a good turnout. The Parish Council would like to
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Members of the Youth Team organised some detached
youth work on Guy Fawkes Night too to make sure that
young people were not putting themselves in danger
with fireworks or bonfires. We did not see any problems
but did speak to a number of groups about respecting
the Play Parks around our Parish.
Another theme we have been celebrating with a number
of activities has been ‘Remembrance day’ with groups
making their own poppies and discussing why the events
of nearly 100 years ago are still remembered today. Many
of the groups have been covering this subject already in
school and already have a good knowledge of what the
day means to millions of people.
Our winter programme continues with cooking activities,
more arts and
crafts, as well as
planning and
hosting some
Christmas parties
at youth sessions
in the run up to
the New Year. If
you have any
ideas of fun
things the Youth
Team can do or
just want to come
and see what our youth clubs involve then why not pop
along to one of our sessions or contact Andy by email
(youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk) give him a
ring in the office (01908 521538) or on his Mobile
(07970 902370)

Youth Club Sessions
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday

Football
Furzton Youth Club
Football
Westcroft Youth Club
Westcroft Youth Club
Football

5-6pm
4.30-6.30pm
5-6pm
5-7pm
5-7pm
5-6pm

Tattenhoe Pavilion
Furzton Pavilion
SBE School
Parish Offices
Parish Offices
Tattenhoe Pavilion

thank the Committee for organising the event and
commend them on their continued hard work. They
work very hard to keep this Parish-owned centre
accessible to the community and ensure its place as
one of the best kept facilities in the Parish.
On the day, volunteers from the Parish Youth Team
also came along and made a short film of the event.
This is part of a larger project to equip some
members of our youth sessions with the skills to
provide regular videos of events and happens around
the Parish. This video is available on our YouTube
page alongside others championing the work of your
Parish Council. For more information go to the Parish
Website www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Winter 2012

Harry Photo Chosen for Shortlist
Local budding photographer Harry Appleyard has been
shortlisted to go through to the final of the Parks Trust’s
2012 Photo Competition. Sixteen year old Harry is an
enthusiastic photographer who can regularly be seen out
around the Parish capturing snapshots of its glorious
wildlife. The chosen picture was taken on Tattenhoe and
captures three butterflies perched on some thistles, which
alone is a brilliant find. To then get a perfect shot takes
real persistence and skill, I’m sure you will agree.
Harry was the winner in the Young Persons Wildlife
category and his picture will be displayed in the
Competition’s photographic exhibition to be held this
winter. Each category winner wins a £50 photography
voucher, an award certificate and also the opportunity to
be published in the Trust’s future calendars. The overall
winner will receive £500 in photography vouchers, an
official award certificate and the opportunity to be
published in The Parks Trust’s 2013 calendar.
This is not the first time Harry, who is studying photography in the Sixth-Form, has been chosen to provide a
picture for the Park Trust Calendar The Parish Council would like to congratulate Harry on his ongoing
achievements and wish him continued success in this activity he loves so much.

Community Committee Report
The Community Committee continues to receive
grant requests for a range of activities throughout
the Parish. In the last three months we have
awarded just over £5000 to various organisations.
MRUFC have received a grant for shelters and 'sub
suites' for their youngest members, the result of
which can be seen on the back page of this issue.
We have provided money for large print Bingo
books for the Bingo club which meets in Shenley
Brook End village hall each week and Tattenhoe
Community Group needed help towards the cost of
insurance to enable them to organise community
events.
A grant to 'kick start' the 1st Oxley Park 'Rainbows',
the youngest group of the Oxley Park Guides, will
contribute to the cost of new equipment and the
training costs of new leaders.
Following a very professional presentation to the
Committee in September, we agreed to support a
new initiative 'Children are our Future' This venture
is also supported by a number of major
organisations within Milton Keynes and will offer
opportunities to develop life skills and get involved
in areas such as sport, dance and drama. Additional
support also came from Ward Councillors' budgets
and Olympic Legacy funding. More information on
this can be found on our website.
Finally, in October, we were able to help the newly
formed Shenley Football Club, a merger of two older
clubs, to provide winter training gear.
Looking well ahead we have revived a project to
make this parish more colourful in the spring. To
this end all the Councillors are looking for places

where it would be suitable to plant bulbs next year.
If any residents have a suggestions of a suitable
places, please let us know. However, bear in mind
we will have to obtain permission from land
owners, so will not always be able to follow up all
ideas.

Maggie Geaney

Chair Community Committee

Looking for a bit of Company?
The Bingo Club meet every Thursday 2pm till
3.30pm at Shenley Brook End Village Hall.
Some of the
bingo ladies
have been
attending for
twenty years and
are still going
strong. The
Bingo Club is
supported by the
Parish Council.
Everyone is welcome to attend, it is not only for
the ladies, gentlemen are also welcome, as are
children.
Why not pop along to the next session, have a
cup of tea, there are often homemade cakes too!
The cost is 50p per book of 5 games, if you buy 6
you get one free so the cost would be £2.50.
There is also a raffle, all the money is used on
prizes.
So, if you would like to give it a try, go along and
see for yourself what a friendly group they are!
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Gardening – December 2012

Global warming?!

Armchair Gardening

Another result of the cold and wet this year is that many
plants which would normally have been stalwarts of my
garden have struggled to survive. Ten years ago when I
moved into my house TV garden programmes were telling
us that we should prepare for Mediterranean conditions
with hotter summers and wetter milder winters as the
earth warmed up from the equator due to holes in the
atmosphere. We were all planting grasses and plants
which we had grown used to seeing on our holidays in
the Mediterranean. I would like to show those who
predicted this, the photo of my flooded flower border.

A session of armchair gardening now will work wonders
for your garden
this time next
year. It is easy
you just sit and
look at your
garden at
intervals
through
December and
January. If it
looks bleak,
dark and
Cornus Sanguinea Midwinter Fire
uninteresting,
take note of which area you can see from your armchair
so that changes can be made during next summer. The
aim is that by this time next year you have something
interesting to look at.
In a small garden it is
difficult to keep to
horticulture rules to
section your garden
so that roughly 25
percent should look at
its best for each
season. You can
however spot
opportunities to add a
winter feature just
where your line of
vision is.
Choisya ternata ‘Sundance’
Winter colour and form can be added by a single shrub
such as Cornus Sanguinea ‘Midwinter fire’ which
planted with Choisya ternata ‘Sundance’ will give colour
and interest to any winter border or patio.
To brighten up your patio in
winter plant up some
containers with winter pansies
in pale colours offset with
heuchera ‘chocolate ruffles’.

Wildlife in your garden
We are not the only ones who
have suffered from the wet and
cold weather this year, please
help birds survive this winter.
They are going to find it harder
Heuchera ‘chocolate ruffles’
to get sufficient berries as the
poor weather earlier this year not only affected the
insects and bees pollinating fruit bushes and trees but
also pollination in the wild so berries are going to be in
short supply. Over the coming months right through to
early April birds will be spending more and more time
looking for high energy foods to help them keep warm
through the winter nights. Sunflower seeds are readily
available in our shops to feed birds and are the best
source of energy for most of those we will have visiting
our gardens this winter. Fat balls, peanuts and general
seed mixes are also very good but please make sure that
you put them out in a feeder designed for the birds, not
in the nets they come in, as birds can get their tongues
and feet caught up in them with disastrous
consequences.
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This year a lot of my grasses have rotted and other plants
such as camellia are struggling to survive in the cold so I
am going to re-think for next year as they now tell us
that the ice cap is melting and moving the jet stream
south which is going to make our cold colder and our wet
wetter. The main change my husband and I will have to
make is to try to grow as many vegetable plants as
possible in the greenhouse as early as possible so that we
get a good start and extend the growing season in that
way.
The cold and wet this year seems to have encouraged the
slugs and snails, so by putting out larger stronger plants
from the greenhouse I hope to discourage them from
eating our vegetables. I have ideas on making a small
area dark, wet and warm area which will attract them and
I can then dispose of them; more of this another time.

Pests & diseases
My apples this year were a disaster as the blossom did
not get enough bees and insects to pollinate the fruits
and I now have woolly aphid on the bark of my ten year
old James Grieve apple which has fruited prolifically for
years. Last year it had one hundred large apples on it. I
have never had to deal with woolly aphid in 50 years of
growing apples so I am going to experiment and report
back in a later article as to the best way of getting rid of
this.
Enjoy your armchair gardening this winter

Ginnie
Point of Contact for Allotment Matters
If you would like to apply for an allotment or if you have
any queries or ideas regarding your allotment please
contact:	
  sharon.kerr@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Winter 2012

Anne Paton

I T E C; I P T I ;

Visiting Massage Therapist
•

Back, Neck & Shoulders

£25

•

Back, Neck, shoulders & legs

£30

•

Full body massage (1hr)

£40

•

Indian Head

£25

•

Hopi Ear Candles

£25

•

Rejuvanessence Face

£37

•

On Site (chair) massage

£15

For relief from aches and pains in joints and
muscles, in the comfort of your own home.
Appointments 9 a.m to 9 p.m. Mon - Sat

07799 786708
anne.paton1@btinternet.com

Gift vouchers
available

News Update

Acorn at Westcroft
Day Nursery

full and part-time care for young children
aged 4 months to 4 years

Open 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday
Free nursery places for 3 & 4 year olds
Wholesome food, cooked daily by our chef

Acorn at Westcroft,
4 Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft, MK4 4DE

01908 506793

Our older children enjoy regular Forest School
sessions at Howe Park Wood

We’ve had a busy few months
here at nursery, with lots of
events and developments taking
place. Our under 2s room has been
freshly decorated; and we now
have a new milk kitchen and low
level sinks. The kitchen has also
been fully equipped so that Sarah,
our cook, can prepare meals on
site. Our next development plans
include extending the garden
area, a very exciting project
which our Parents Group are
helping with by raising funds and
maybe some digging too!
Our older children are really
enjoying their Forest School
sessions and Mini-Strikers is also
proving very popular. Recent
events included our Jubilee Party,
a fancy dress day, an “oldies” stay
-and-play session and a visit from
newly hatched chicks! We said
farewell to our school-leavers
with a lovely graduation ceremony
in September. We look forward to
all the festivities that December
brings, including Father Christmas
attending our Christmas party.
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Planning & Environment
Committee Report
In the last issue I reported on the Tattenhoe Pub
development and the Linden Homes site at Cranborne
Avenue. At the time of writing the pub development
has not progressed, we understand that a powerful
combination of bureaucracy and great crested newts is
holding things up! Not so the Cranborne Avenue site
where work is well under way despite the wet weather.
We have no information regarding completion dates.
We are also delighted that, as a result of pressure from
the Parish Council and Ward Councillors the first phase
of the Tattenhoe Park development has been revised
to reduce the housing density and improve parking.
Another development which has been causing
residents of Portishead Drive, Tattenhoe some concern
was the proposed electricity substation on Chaffron
Way. We understand that the electricity company are
now looking to re-locate this since the potential cost
of meeting noise reduction requirements are likely to
be uneconomic. We have no information on possible
alternative sites for the substation.
As you will see elsewhere in this issue the Parish
Council have purchased five grit bins which have been
sited strategically around the Parish and which we
hope will be useful to residents should we suffer a
severe winter. In addition to the five provided by the
Parish Council a further two have been arranged by
Ward Councillor Edith Bald.

Calls for more litter bins and dog waste bins are
amongst the most common requests arriving in the
office. We currently provide and service 35 litter bins
and 50 dog bins around the Parish. These are emptied
on a weekly basis at a not inconsiderable cost
It is a sad fact that however many bins we provide
there is always a small minority of individuals who, for
whatever reason, do not use them. Our Wardens deal
with examples on a weekly basis where dog owners
have used bags to collect the dog waste but then
leave the bags hanging from bushes or fences,
sometimes within a few yards of the bins. Similarly
rubbish such as empty cans and lunch wrappers can be
found littering the area round an almost empty litter
bin. We are always happy to receive suggestions for
location of additional bins but budget constraints
mean that it is impossible to satisfy all requests in
any given financial year.
On the Allotment front we have introduced a minor
addition to our terms and conditions which would
allow new tenants, within their first year, who find
that they are unable to cope with the plot, to
relinquish the tenancy and receive a refund of the
residual rent for the year. We still have waiting lists
on some sites and this amendment will help to release
a small number of plots sooner than might otherwise
be the case.

Keith Thomas

Planning & Environment Committee Chairman
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Electrics and General Property Maintenance
Design – Installation – Maintenance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No Call Out Charge
Free Estimates & Advice
Fully Insured
Friendly local and reliable service
Additional Sockets / Lights
Full Rewires / Distribution Board Changes
Garden Lighting / Power to Garages and
Sheds etc.
• All aspects of general property
maintenance taken on, including
decorating, stud wall erection etc.
Call Mark
01908 827220 or 07595 517709
mark@kingsmeadelectrics.co.uk

www.kingsmeadelectrics.co.uk
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Shenley Christian
Fellowship
warmly invites you to join our
Christmas celebrations.
All our Christmas activities will be held at Shenley
Brook End village hall, Church End Road MK5 7AA.
Thursday December 20th
Join us for Carol singing around the area.
Gather at the hall at 6.45pm
Sunday December 23rd
5.00 till 6.00pm Traditional Carol Service
7.00 till 8.00pm Contemporary Christmas Service
Christmas Day
09.30 till 10.15am and 11.00 till 11.45am
Christmas Day Celebration
To find out more about us, including our regular
activities:sunday services, drop in, toddlers
groups, youth activities, alpha courses, look at
www.scf-mk.org.uk or phone our church
administrator on 01296 720450

Long Meadow School Wind Turbine Switch On
After two years of hard work and planning by staff at Long Meadow School, our wind turbine finally spun into
action after its official opening by the Mayor of Milton Keynes in October.
The wind turbine installation was part of a £60,000 project to provide renewable
energy to the school for at least the next 20 years. Solar panels have also been
installed on our school roof. We were able to secure 100% funding for the
project so that no money had to be diverted away from resources or teaching.
Children are now able to benefit from the renewable energy in many ways. The
school receives a fee, known as the ‘feed-in tariff’ , for all the energy that it
produces and well as what it feeds back into the national grid. Although the
energy created is not enough to power the whole school, we are able to make
considerable savings as we are no longer having to buy so much electricity as
before.
As well as the savings and income generated, our school will also see a
significant reduction in our carbon footprint. With the UK facing possible
penalties for failure to comply with EU legislation, we are extremely proud to be
doing our bit in the battle against climate change.
There are significant educational benefits from having our renewables, this
comes in the form of the data that the panels and the turbine generate. This
information can be used in a variety of ways to support the children’s learning,
for example, in data handling, working out averages and methods for presenting
data.
News of our efforts to become a sustainable school have travelled far and wide. We
have recently entered into a ‘Global Partnership’ supported by the British Council with the Madhapur Branch of
Meridian School in Hyderabad, India. One of their teachers, Mrs Rajni Gopal, recently visited our school to learn more
about what we are doing to create citizens of the future by providing an ‘eco’ education for our young people.
We have been so grateful for all the support we have had from the local community with our project, it has been
most heartwarming to know that our neighbours have been right behind us.

David Morley
Deputy Head teacher
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

OXLEY PARK

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre

Oxley Park Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park

Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Sure Start Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school & Oxley Park
Toddler Group
◆ Ziggy After School Group
◆ Cub Scouts & Brownies
◆Ragdolly Annas
◆ Al Muminaat (Arabic Classes)
◆ Tatty Bumpkins & Baby Bumpkins
◆Beginners Yoga
◆ Phoenix Tactical UK (Kick Boxing)
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)
◆ Beginners Line Dancing
◆Slim Dance - Latin Dancing
◆ Various Faith Groups (Ask for details)
◆Families Need Fathers - Support Group

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ Fusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Weight-watchers ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall

◆ Brownies ◆ Dance Group
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆ Healing Group
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH

Church End Road, Shenley Brook End

River Valley Centre

Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Mondays from
2pm - 4pm
◆ Pilates with April 01908 550270
Monday 7.30pm -8.30pm
◆ Yoga with Katie
6-7pm beginners, 7:30-9:00 others
◆Musical Monkeys
Wednesday 10am 11am
◆ Little Acorns (07834417777)
Tuesday 9.30 - 11.00 in term time
◆ Baby Acorns
Tues. 11.15-12.30 in term time
◆ Acorns Toddler Group
9:30-11:30 Thursday in term time
◆ Bingo 2:00pm - 3.30pm Thursdays
◆Urban Scouts
Wednesday 5:00pm - 8:00pm
◆Mini Strikers
Wed. 12:30 - 2pm Fri. 3pm - 5pm
◆ Thistle Scottish Dance Club
Wednesday 8pm-10pm

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

NORTH FURZTON
Ridgeway Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
For Mon to Fri bookings call Bill Swindon
on 07415 614409 or for Saturday bookings
Sam Seaton on 07920 884944
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs
◆ Geological Society
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Furzton Tots Pre-school
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Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Slimming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo
◆Sunday Mornings Church Meeting

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Spanish & French Lessons
◆ Mini Strikers ◆ Martial Arts
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Bosom Pals
◆ Slimdance
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots
◆ Weight-watchers
◆ Zumba Fitness Classes

WESTCROFT
Westcroft Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ After School Club (SWASP)
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ Ismalis Group
◆ Jesus Fellowship Church
◆ MK Pipe Band
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Alzheimer’s Society Support Group

Winter 2012

What’s On?
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Football For Fun (6 or 10 a-side, depending on numbers)
Tuesday evenings. 8-9pm. Anyone welcome, male or female, and any
skill level, though being able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16
or over, but no upper limit! Currently £2.00 per session.
Shenley Brook End School (Astroturf, all weather pitch)
More info from Chris (07773 451678) or Matt (07804 098446)
Part of the activities organised by Shenley Christian Fellowship.
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Indoor bowls for males & females from 9 upwards on Tuesday
evenings 7.00 to 9.00pm
Fun Football for: for boys and girls from 5 years old and upwards on
Wednesday evenings 5:30pm - 7pm. We also run wheelchair football.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 for details of all activities.
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall
2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-9 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 11:15-12:15 in Emerson Valley
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Emerson Valley 10-11
Contact Helen by email on: helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk or phone
07759287206 for further information and book your child’s free
trial. Website: www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones
Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information
Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening 6.30 -7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Lynn on 524742 for information.
Term Time Toddler & Carer Groups- SBE Village Hall (No charge + free
hot drinks). Little Acorns (Walkers -2 yrs) Tues 9.30am - 11.00am
Baby Acorns (Pre Walkers) Tues 11.15am -12.3-pm
Acorns Group (2yrs - 5yrs) Thurs 9.30am - 11.30am.
contact Helen on 07834417777.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.
Website: www.scf-mk.org.uk email: lynn.mepham@scf-mk.org.uk

Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps
of square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www.10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:20 - 8:10 & 8.15 - 9.10 Oxley Park School.
Every Saturday morning 10.15 - 11.15 at Oxley Park Primary School
Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or email yasmin@zumba.uk.com
for more information.
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group
Information support & advice for anyone affected by dementia Westcroft Health Centre every other Tuesday 14:00 = 15:30
Contact Dee Cope 01908 261750 for information or email
dee.cope@alzheimers.org.uk
1st Oxley Park Brownies
Wednesdays, 6.00 - 7.30pm
Girls aged 7-10
Oxley Park Community Centre, Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park
Contact Cat on 01908 522308 or 07713 238899

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 2,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

♬ Milton Keynes Chorale ♬
‘Mozart Konzert’
Milton Keynes Chorale with Danesborough Chorus
and Meridian Sinfonia.
Mozart's Mass in C Minor, Ave Verum Corpus,
Exsultate Jubilate and Eine kleine Nachmusik.
Milton Keynes Theatre, 7.30pm Sunday Jan 20th 2013.
Tickets from www.mkchorale.org.uk or 01908 617697 or
Theatre Box Office 0844 8717652 (booking fee).

Pink Sacks
A Reminder that pink sacks are available for
collection at the Parish Office for anyone who wants
them. It’s a good idea to call 521538 first to make
sure staff are available.
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Parish Council Provides Shelter for Young Rugby Players
Whatever the Weather.
Milton Keynes Rugby Union Football Club in Emerson Valley were awarded a grant to provide shelters and ‘sub suites’ for
their junior ‘Minis’ section. The result was clearly a success.
Gavin Sturgess, head of Minis section, responded:
“Can I thank you on behalf of everyone in the Mini’s section for
the kind support the Parish has given us. The acquisition of the
gazebos has gone down a treat with parents, children and indeed
our opponents, all commenting on how good they are and the
difference they make.
It’s fair to say we have put them to good use whether that be to
protect us from the Indian summer sun or the more traditional
English rain!
The kids love the sub suites which as you can see have been put
to good use.
Our 2012/13 season has started well; we have 160 children in our
Minis and Juniors of which 125 are all under 12, so your kind donation has really benefited those that needed the
added protection from the conditions we face every Sunday.
I hope the pictures show you that the grant has been put to good use. The gazebos go up every Sunday, so if you
would like to pop down and see for yourselves”.

Parish Council Provides New Salt/
Grit Bins
The more observant amongst you may have noticed the
appearance of several large green bins around the place. The
Parish Council has responded to requests from a number of
areas, following last year’s snow,
for additional salt/grit bins.
Milton Keynes Council are under
severe budget restraint so the
Parish Council decided to
purchase five additional bins to.
These have been placed in areas
where previously none were
available.
Green has been chosen as the colour to distinguish them from
the Milton Keynes Council bins which are yellow. They will be
kept supplied with salt and grit by Milton Keynes Council at
the Parish Council’s expense. If a salt bin is empty or has been
damaged please let the Clerk or one of the Wardens know.
The locations of the new bins are: Winfold Lane and Salton
Link in Emerson Valley, Hengisbury Lane and St Ives Crescent
in Tattenhoe and Carisbrooke Way in Kingsmead. In addition,
two further bins, arranged by Ward Councillor Edith Bald, will
be located, one outside Westcroft Health Centre on Saville
Lane and the other at the lay-by at Blyth Court Tattenhoe.
Further information on the arrangements for Winter conditions
can be found at www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/highways/
displayarticle.asp?id=16397 or by following the link on our
website www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Friend’s Charity Status
The Friends of Caroline Haslett School in Shenley
Lodge have been working hard during the last year.
They achieved Charity Status which allowed them
to raise more money and claim gift aid. They have
raised over £9000, which has helped the school to
create a new library in the old music room. They
have purchased a
new reading
scheme for the Key
Stage One children
to use and recently
kitted out the
boy’s football team
with a new strip.
Already this school
year they have had
3 ‘fundraisers’ and
are currently getting ready for their first ever
Christmas Bazaar.
The Friends are made up of parents and teachers
who give their time to help to fundraise for the
school. Last year a generous proportion of the
money raised came from Match Funding which is
when the person’s employer matches the money
raised by an individual. Lots of companies have
this scheme but not many people seem aware of it.
Maybe this year they’ll raise more.

Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DE. Tel: 01908 521538
Editor K Thomas
Circulation 10,000 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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