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Shenley Brook End School Remembers
Shenley Brook End School has a strong tradition of
annual acts of remembrance each November.
Remembrance Day is seen as such a significant event
that it is the only time each year when the school
comes together in assemblies, and with 1500 students
this takes two sittings!
In recent years students have not only led these
assemblies but also created a Book of Remembrance,
played the Last Post, and shared their experiences of
representing the school in a ceremony at the Menin
Gate in Belgium. Last year students made a film of the
opening of the Field of Remembrance at Westminster
Abbey. This year the students and staff placed wooden crosses with poppies on in
such a way as to build their own Field of remembrance. Photographers visited the
school to prepare for the launch of the MK Poppy Appeal with 200 students making a
giant human poppy. The Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire and the Mayor of
Milton Keynes lead the ceremony on 25 October to launch the appeal by placing the
first crosses on the school field
whilst one of the school's teachers,
Richard Fuller, played the Last Post.
In the week beginning November 4 the Field of
Remembrance was gradually built throughout the week
in preparation for Remembrance day on the 11
November, with each quadrant built by one of the
school's newly created houses. We hope these
activities will continue to help our school's students
to learn more about war and reflect upon both the
sacrifices and the suffering which it brings and the
respect which those who give their lives are owed as
well as raising awareness of the importance and
continuing significance of the Poppy Appeal each year.
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
Landscape Maintenance in our Parish
In the last edition of our Community News I reported about the ongoing discussions with Milton Keynes Council regarding our
Parish Council getting involved in the Landscape Maintenance in our parish. These discussions have now been completed and
there were three alternatives:
a) Not to get involved at all.
b) To take over the landscaping maintenance completely with the promise of a grant from Milton Keynes Council for a fixed period of 3 years or
c) To request Milton Keynes Council to tender and let the contract and we would manage the contract on their behalf to ensure the work was
being carried out satisfactorily.
Following receipt from MKC of maps showing the areas of land involved, we decided to go for the third option which would give us the
opportunity of finding out exactly what is involved without incurring extra costs at this stage. We already have two wardens in place so they
would be able, when out on their existing rounds, to keep an eye on the work completed and enable us to report against this contract. In the
Winter 2010 edition of this newsletter my predecessor wrote “Your Parish Council must be satisfied that any new services that it takes over
from MKC will not result in increased costs, which will ultimately be borne by residents” and we are still very aware that we should adhere to
this. We do not know at this stage exactly when this arrangement will commence but I will keep you informed in future newsletters.
During late October a meeting took place at our offices organised by Milton Keynes Council regarding the poor state of the Westcroft shopping
centre. It was attended by representatives of several businesses in the centre as well as a Ward Councillor and myself. The meeting discussed
the good points and the bad points of trading in Westcroft centre. The good points were the location and high footfall. The problem identified
by most of those present was the litter and general appearance of the centre. The meeting agreed that MKC would identify the owners of the
public areas and invite them to the next meeting to see if an action plan could be formulated to make improvements. I will report the outcome
at a future date.
Christmas is fast approaching and I would like to take this opportunity of wishing all residents seasons greetings and a very merry Christmas
and a happy and prosperous 2014.

Jean Nicholas
Chairman Parish Council

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays at 7:15 pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite Westfriers).

Full Parish Council
Dec 16th

Jan 27th

Feb 24th

Mar 24th

Community Committee
No Meeting

Jan 13th

Feb 10th

Mar 10th

Planning & Environment Committee
Dec 2nd

Jan 6th

Feb 3rd

Mar 3rd

Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact the Clerk
on 01908 521538 beforehand to check that there have not been any
changes.

Can We Help You?
Grants are available from
the Parish Council.
Any group, society, play-group, or
charitable organisation in the Parish, or
benefiting residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us that the grant
will be put to good use, we are only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community News to
publicise the work of organisations receiving grants. We
can include articles from any organisation that benefits the
community, irrespective of grant applications. Shenley
Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to publicise
anything that helps local residents, so please let us know
about it. Contact the clerk by email, telephone or letter.

Pink Sacks

Youth Club Sessions
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Football
Furzton Youth Club
Westcroft Youth Club
Westcroft Youth Club
Football 10-16 yrs
Football 16+

5-6pm
4.30-6.30pm
5-7pm
5-7pm
5-6pm
6-7pm

Tattenhoe Pavilion
Furzton Pavilion
Westcroft Pavilion
Westcroft Pavilion
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Tattenhoe Pavilion

A Reminder that pink sacks are available for collection
at the Parish Office for anyone who wants them. It’s a
good idea to call 521538 first to make sure staff are
available.

Dog Waste Bags
Ward Councillors
Emerson Valley Ward
Stuart Burke (Lib Dem)
Edith Bald (Conservative)
Gerald Small (Conservative)

Furzton Ward
Jenni Ferrans (Lib Dem)
Chris Williams (Lib Dem)

Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart MP
Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available on
the Parish website along with much more news and
information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

In response to requests from residents
we have now arranged for a supply of
bags to be made available from the
Parish Office.
Once they have been used please take
them home for disposal or put them in one of the
the numerous dog waste bins around the Parish.
Don’t throw them into the bushes or hang them from
fences (yes we have seen both!).

Advertising Rates
Full Page
Half Page (landscape)
Quarter Page (portrait)
‘Business card’ (90mmx50mm approx.)

£150
£75
£40
£15
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SBE School - Music Bursary Winners
From across the city four students were selected,
after an audition process, to receive a share of the
Christopher Hopkinson Music Bursary. This was
presented at the Milton Keynes City Orchestra
Concert on the 3rd October, at Milton Keynes
theatre.
The award winners attended a reception prior to
the concert where they got to meet members of
Milton Keynes Community Foundation, Milton
Keynes City Orchestra, including the leader of the
orchestra and the conductor Hilary Daven Wetton.
It is a fantastic reflection of MKMS string teachers
that each winner was a string player, but also
amazing that 3 of the 4 students from across the
city come from Shenley Brook End school. Without
doubt the strength of the music department also
supports these young players.

Ensure Your Child Has A Healthy,
Beautiful & Confident Smile For Life
Speak to our Smile Advisors TODAY and ask for
a FREE smile audit for your child
☺

Call now on 01908 886 407

☺ Email smilesmk@appledore.co.uk
☺ Pop into our Central MK clinic at

CBX II, 376 Midsummer Blvd, MK9 2EA
(inside the building opposite the opticians)

☺ Check us out online, find success stories at

www.cosmeticdentistmk.co.uk

Appledore is a private dental clinic
Dr Teresa Day GDC 54407
Dr Neha Gokani GDC 87376

Call now on 01908 886 407
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Healthy Smile Club
Children’s membership from
only £1.51 per month !

Winter 2013

Bletchley Barmy Badgers
Bletchley Badgers are a group of boys and girls who
belong to St John Ambulance. They meet at
Headquarters on Blackmoor Gate , Furzton on Monday
evenings from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.
Badgers marked a 'big change' for St John in 1987
when they replaced the Junior Section with a
completely new programme for 5-10 year olds.
One of the most important aspects of the Badger
programme is giving Badgers the opportunity to take
an active part in what happens at 'Sett' meetings.
There are 15 Badger subjects available from which a
Badger completes 12 to gain their Super Badger
Award. These include First Aid, Caring, Safety, Hobbies
and many more.
After each subject has been worked, the Badger is
awarded a certificate and a badge which is worn on
their uniform.
If you have any young child who is
interested, please contact Linda Firth
on 01908 561328

☃ Milton Keynes Chorale ♬
Milton Keynes Chorale invite you to join
them for ‘Carols for Choir & Audience‘ on
Saturday 14th December at 8pm at
Christ the Cornerstone church
Details from: www.mkchorale.org.uk

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a Will. To
die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an uncertain and
stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will the Law will decide
who inherits and this is unlikely to be what you want for your partner
or children. The survivor of an unmarried couple will be entitled to
nothing and may lose the home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with expert
advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not expensive,
difficult, stressful or emotional and takes less an hour.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients who
have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is without
comparison. Whatever your circumstances it is sensible to make a
Will. You should plan to pass on to your partner and/or children
and/or others as much of your hard earned assets as you can.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by providing
powers of attorney enabling to them to appoint someone they trust
to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Contact us at any time for information, advice and
to make an appointment for your no obligation
consultation.
Simply Wills is proud to be a member of the
government’s ‘Buy with Confidence Scheme’.
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Community Committee Report
The summer months have seen more applications for financial
assistance, by local and city wide organisations, from this
committee.
August saw a worthy presentation by Tattenhoe Football club,
requesting help to purchase kits, footballs and other
miscellaneous items necessary to keep the young people of
this Parish playing their favourite game.
With the proviso that a comprehensive list was produced, so
that the council staff could order the items, the items
requested were agreed to be funded. Also during this meeting
we were able to discuss various issues regarding play parks
within our Parish.
One of these was MK Council's wish to remove the play area
beside Furzton pavilion. which has been strongly opposed by
this committee and is now to be re-furbished
Also we were informed that the play area at the end of
Northleigh had been vandalised by fire and a request was made
to MKC that this be repaired as soon as possible. We are
delighted to report that this was swiftly done.
Also at this meeting an idea was launched for 2014 to have a
day for all residents of our eight grid squares, to be called
'Pride in our Parish' - watch this space and check other pages
for more information.
September brought only one grant application, to replace the
notice board at Shenley Brook End Village Hall. An item that
was well passed its best, as anyone who has seen it recently
would testify. The board has now been purchased and will be
in situ very soon.
We were also informed at this meeting that the match funding
for play areas had been agreed by MKC. Watch out in the
spring for improvements to the playgrounds at Garthwaite
Crescent, Lynmouth Crescent and Muddiford Lane
Another project we are working on is trying to help the more
senior citizens, especially those who feel isolated or lonely in
our Parish. To this end you will find a two page spread in this
magazine, asking for your opinions. Please fill in the
questionnaire and let us know what we can do to enrich your
life.
October brought two grant applicants, but unfortunately we
felt unable to help one applicant, as their request did not fit
within our guidelines to give financial assistance. However we
did advise them on how we could help, should they wish to
put in a future application.
The second application was for Shenley Brook End Village hall
bingo club to help fund their Christmas bingo. This is run
mainly for our senior citizens and something we would like to
see happening in many other parts of the Parish.
Our Youth leader Andy continues to engage with the young
people of the Parish, running successful youth clubs and
football sessions, this equates to around 1000 hours of young
people being occupied rather than hanging around on the
streets. I am sure the majority of our residents would agree
that this is a great achievement and I would like to
congratulate all our youth team for their hard work.
The Community Committee would like to hear from any group
which would like financial help with a group or organisation
which supports the residents of this Parish in any way.
If you are unsure about applying, please contact the Parish
office, where the staff will be only too willing to help
complete the forms.
We have the Budget, do you have the need?
The Community Committee meets at 7.15pm on the second
Monday of every month, in the Parish offices at Westcroft. All
residents are welcome to attend, to raise concerns, ideas or to
just observe.

Maggie Geaney

Chair Community Committee
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Planning & Environment
Committee Report
In preparation for the winter, MKC have filled all grit bins
including those supplied by the Parish Council and Ward
Councillors last year. The cost of filling these additional
grit bins is funded by the Parish Council and have
benefitted residents in the Parish.
As mentioned in my last report, two litter bins were
earmarked for Westcroft District Centre and these have
now been installed outside Morrisons. We are continuing
to monitor the need for additional litter, dog and grit bins
across the Parish, however, this does need to be
balanced against our financial constraints.
MKC completed their consultation on the accident
reduction measure for V3 Fulmer Street / Dulverton
Drive / Hawkshead Drive Junction on 11th November.
MKC has received a good response and the drop in
session held on the 22nd October was well attended by
residents. We are expecting a final decision shortly and
will publish details on the Parish website as soon as this
is known.
Bellcross have recently taken the decision to pull out of
the Kingsmead South development and instead Taylor
Wimpey will develop the site. A public consultation will be
held at the Parish offices in January. Watch our website
for further details in due course.

Roy Verman
Chair Planning & Environment Committee

Giles Brook Pupils Enjoy
‘A walk in the Woods’
The Parish Council was pleased to award a
grant to Milton Keynes City Orchestra to
undertake music workshops as part of their
Outreach Programme in several junior schools
in our Parish.
Our photograph shows one of these taking
place at Giles Brook School in Tattenhoe. The
children from year 2 enjoyed the workshop
with narration of a performance of ‘A Walk in
the Woods’ by a local composer,
enthusiastically joining in all of the actions!

Winter 2013

Shenley Brook End
& Tattenhoe Parish
Council
Serving the residents of
Emerson Valley
Furzton
Kingsmead
Shenley Brook End
Shenley Lodge
Tattenhoe
Tattenhoe Park
& Westcroft.
A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE

Aged 60 +

The answer to that is simple – we
want you to tell us what we can
do for you.

Then we need
you!!!

At recent meetings of the Parish
Council, we have been discussing
how to encourage the senior
members of our community to
get together once a month and
have a good time.

We know that many people
think the only time you’re going
to be contacted by the Parish
Council is when we want
something from you.

Well, this time you’re
right… and WRONG!!
Yes, we do want something
from you… BUT we want to give
you something back!!
Intrigued?....then read on.
OK, so the key question is exactly
what do we want from you.

For example, we have thought of
such things as Bingo afternoons
with tea and biscuits, country
walks and stopping off for high
tea.

After much discussion we
thought the best way forward is
to do the logical thing and ask
the experts… in other words we
would like to know what your
thoughts are.

On the next page we have a
short list of key questions we
would like you to answer. This
will help us to plan a calendar of
regular get togethers for a
morning or afternoon of fun and
friendship.
Events can be indoors or
outdoors, depending on what
takes you’re fancy and at a venue
to suit you so don’t be shy.
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Please answer each question by
putting a circle round your
choice.
1) Would you attend a free function
of entertainment at a local venue:
Answer: Yes/No
2) What time would suit you best:
Answer: Morning/Afternoon/Either
3) How long would you want an event
to last:
Answer: 1hr/2hrs/3hrs
4) Subject to the weather what type
of event would you prefer:
Answer: Indoor/Outdoor/Both
5) Are you a member of any other
local organisation:

YOUR COMMENTS: it would be a great help to us to get your opinion.
Please write here any suggestions you have regarding events or
meetings you’d like us to organise, (please print clearly).
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Name: ______________________________
Tel: ________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
Thank you.
l

PLEASE RETURN TO:
FREEPOST RSCU-ALRH-LZLS
6 Wimborne Crescent, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
NO STAMP REQUIRED
Or e-mail clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

✂

QUESTIONNAIRE

Answer: Yes/No
6) If you are, can you tell us which
one:

7) Are you mobile or would you need
some help:
Answer: Help/No Help
8) What is the best way of contacting
you:
Answer: Email/Tel/Post

✂

IMPORTANT NOTE:
ALL INFORMATION GIVEN IN THIS QUESTIONAIRE IS FOR RESEARCH USE ONLY BY SHENLEY BROOK END
& TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL AND WILL NOT BE GIVEN TO ANY THIRD PARTY OR USED FOR ANY
OTHER REASON WHATSOEVER.
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Carrying out construction work in the
Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, and the
Bedfordshire area.
Experienced bricklayer undertaking all building
work including; Brick walls, Extensions,
Driveways, Fencing, Landscape gardening,
Ground work, Patio/ Paving & Paths/ Steps.
Contact Darryl Howard on 07824 777180/
01908 505499 to discuss your job
requirements and to receive a free written
quotation.

Domestic,#Commercial#&#Public,
Insurance#Jobs#and#Industrial
Interior#&#Exterior
Fully#Insured
Strict#policy#ensuring#protection#of#
Past#projects#gallery#on#

dhconstructionservices@sky.com

Find us on Facebook, DH-Construction-Services
www.dhconstructionservices.co.uk

t:#01908#412720#|#m:#07921134212

Shenley Christian Fellowship Plans for New Building on Show
Shenley Christian Fellowship
will be hosting a public
meeting on 23rd January
2014 from 7pm-9pm at the
Shenley Brook End Village
Hall in order for local
people to have the
opportunity to view plans
for a proposed church
building, youth and
community centre based at
the junction of Wallinger
Drive and Manifold Lane.
We would like you to come
along and view plans, ask
questions and give us your
views before formal
planning permission is applied for, we would welcome input from all those in the area.
Refreshments will be served.
For information check the website at: www.scf-mk.org.uk .
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plants she had grown from them. The
problem is that if you set seeds from F1
Looking back over previous articles I am amazed, how as
hybrid plants they revert to the parent
gardeners, we have to contend with variations in the weather
so I had the most unusual shapes (see
from year to year. We really have to be quick to respond to
photo) in Red beefsteak tomatoes but
whatever Mother Nature throws at us. This year, with very late they were delicious and well worth
snows and frost, and then turning extremely hot in late June
growing. If you have a favourite plant
early July, the conditions have been exactly the opposite of
or vegetable in the garden and it is an
2011. Then we had a heatwave in early April with temperatures F1 hybrid do not expect the plants grown from its seed to be
of 25 deg and a very cool and dry summer. My biggest success
identical to the parent plant. This is particularly noticeable in
this year was my flowering tubs and hanging baskets which I
plants like pansies, which if they self-set in the garden will
detailed and included photos of last time.
always revert back to the mauve/dark red which was the
original colour for this flower. The same happens to primula
The petunias and lobelia have now been replaced by hardy
self-sets.
bedding cyclamens and Primrose ‘Alaska Improved Mixed’ (see
photo). As I was away on holiday in the Autumn and couldn’t
I have completed getting my garden ready for winter by moving
easily grow these from seed I
the pots closer together so that they keep each other protected
purchased the primroses as small
as much as possible. The dahlia tubers have been dug up, dried
plugs from the garden centre and
out and put in dry compost in the garage, last year I did the
grew them on in the greenhouse.
same but kept them in the greenhouse which proved too damp
When bedding out the tubs I always and they all went mouldy so I hope for better luck this year.
change the top four or five inches of The vegetable garden continues to provide us with leeks,
compost for fresh multipurpose
carrots, round head cabbage and savoys and the parsnips are
compost and give them a top
waiting the first frost which improves their taste so we hope to
dressing of chicken manure to feed
have some of those for Christmas dinner.
the plants throughout the winter. When planting primroses you
need to be careful not to plant them too deep, the root should There is not much to do in the garden during the winter months
so enjoy your time browsing the seed catalogues and planning
only just be under the surface and make sure the plant stands
for a good year in the garden in 2014
clear of the soil surface or they will rot off during the winter.
I am not sure how the cyclamens will stand the worst of the
winter as the front of my house faces North East and the cold
PRIDE IN OUR PARISH
winds may not suit them. It is an experiment and I will write
A
day
for
all organisations to join together in a
about the success or failure of this in the next newsletter.
celebration of our Parish
The quirkiest of my experiments this year was my tomatoes.
Saturday 26th July 2014
A friend had Black beefsteak tomatoes last year which were so
Look for our flyers in the New Year
successful she kept some seed and this year gave me some
Save the date and start thinking what you can do

Gardening Dec 2013

Ginnie
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*Anne Paton Mobile Massage Therapy*

Helping Young Offenders
Since 2011 G4S Care and Justice Services working in
conjunction with Milton Keynes Youth Offending Team has
delivered the Reparation service enabling Young People to
give something back and enhance their local communities.
Reparation is a practical way for young people to pay back
for the harm caused by the offence completing
constructive relevant and useful projects which help and
improve the local community.
Former chief executive of the YJB, said “We believe local
communities have good ideas about how to improve youth
justice, and young people are less likely to re-offend after
participating in reparation schemes”.
Reparation is intended to prevent the Young People
continuing to offend by helping them to understand the
effects of crime on the victim(s) and how to make
amends. It is a sentence of the court and is supervised by
a member of the G4S Reparation Team.
As a valued member of the community we are asking what
suitable projects you would like completing in your area.
We look forward to hearing from you and thank you for
your contribution.

Give a Massage Gift Voucher for Christmas.
A special treat for your special person.
Linzi Hodgson
07730 140058
linzi.hodgson@uk.g4s.com

Sarah Malden
07730 140053
Sarah.malden@uk.g4s.com

01908 683379

www.therapeuticliving.co.uk

Acorn at Westcroft
Day Nursery

full and part-time care for ages 4 months to 4 years

Open 7.30am to
6pm, Monday
to Friday
NEG funded
nursery
places
for
3&4
year olds
Wholesome
food, cooked
daily on site by
our own chef
Acorn at Westcroft,
4 Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft, MK4 4DE

01908 506793

07799 786708

www.acornchildcare.co.uk

News update
Wow what fun we have been having
with the autumn weather; Zumba in
the sunshine one day then puddle
stomping in the rain the next!
You may have seen us out and
about in the local area recently; we
have been collecting leaves and
conkers, and bug-hunting on our
nature walks in the forest.
Indoors we have been having our
own Great British Bake Off,
making pizza, apple crumble, bread
and spider cakes!! Some of the
children’s culinary skills have been
putting our chef’s job at risk, but
thankfully she is busy with our new
winter menus which include some
lovely new meals, such as; smoked
haddock and potato gratin, beef
and butternut stew, mandarin
trifle and berry cheesecake –
delicious!
Over the next two months we will
be busy with autumn and Christmas
activities. Our parents have been
invited to join us for breakfast
and we have already booked our
Christmas Party and Theatre trip.
If you want to find out more about
our nursery and our activities, take
a look at our Facebook page “Acorn
at Westcroft”.
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Thornton College
School for Girls
Convent of Jesus and Mary

Independent Day and Boarding School

NURSERY

JUNIOR

SENIOR

Boys & Girls aged 2 ½ - 4

Girls aged 4 - 11

Girls aged 11 - 16

Join the winning team!
Thornton College is one of the most successful non-selective
schools in the UK providing
‘An outstanding educational experience’
ISI Inspection.

Excellent GCSE results - 42% grades A*/A
Happy, friendly and caring school
Beautiful location in the heart of the countryside
Extensive school bus network covering all
Milton Keynes districts and surrounding areas
• Wrap-around care from 8am – 8pm*

•
•
•
•

*care until 6pm for children up to Year 4

Open Afternoon
Sunday 9th February 2014
2pm – 4pm
Please telephone 01280 812610 for further
details and to book a tour guide.

www.thorntoncollege.com
Registered charity no. 247358. Thornton College exists to provide quality education
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TAYLORFOOTHEALTH
Peter Taylor MCFHP MAFHP
Patricia Taylor MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Members of The British
Association of Foot Health Professionals
Offering treatments for

Nails Cut & Filed
Hard Skin Removal
Corn Removal
Fungal Nails
Verrucae
Athletes Foot
Ingrowing Toe Nails

Local Advisers, working with the local community

Do you need to speak to an Independent
Financial Adviser?

We can help you with..
- Mortgages
- Life Insurance
- Pension Planning
- Investments
- Equity Release
- Inheritance tax Planning

Velenski & Co
Ltd

For EXPERT advice contact us today

Visiting Practice - Appointments by Arrangement

Mobile: 07910 513074
Business: 01908 504871
Fifty Shades of Clay
There is more than one plot to this story - although not as many
as 50 - and it's all happening in the open air somewhere near
you. Yes - there are some vacant allotments in the Parish!
Whilst an allotment isn't something to be taken on too lightly - it
would be a lie to say that hard work isn't involved because it
certainly is - the rewards of working a plot far outweigh any
inconveniences. Some very good reasons for getting an allotment
include:
• A great form of exercise (and without a monthly standing order
to the gym) for people of all ages and abilities.
• By growing locally you can reduce your carbon footprint and
because you're not buying so much inefficiently packaged
supermarket food you'll have less household waste filling your
bins. Every little helps!
• Opportunity to grow rare and unusual varieties of plants not
normally sold in shops.
• You can make friends with people who have similar interests,
and exchange seeds, plants, produce and also share stories of
triumphs and disasters. Allotments can also be a quiet
secluded space where you can give yourself some time on your
own.
Really, there are as many reasons for wanting an allotment as
there are people wanting one, but at the end of the day the point
is the growing of crops, and the people who persevere through
thick and thin are the ones who have done it mainly for those
crops. The crops you grow don't necessarily have to be restricted
to vegetables, either; there's plenty of scope for soft fruit of
course and even fruit trees if you choose a variety on dwarf
rootstock (but take advice on limiting height or you might be
very unpopular with your allotment neighbours). And if flowers
are your thing, there's nothing stopping you growing as many as
you want on your plot: the bees and butterflies will love it and
you can have a great display of cut flowers at home throughout
the season.
I mentioned earlier that having an allotment also involves hard
work. Personally I don't find it onerous, I enjoy all of it, but it's

Call: 07983 547584
Email Peter@velenski.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the financial conduct authority

important to consider the more mundane aspects of having an
allotment before committing to one. For instance, you will need
to visit your plot several times a week in the growing season to
check that weeds aren't taking over - give them an inch and
they'll take a mile - and to pick the ripe crops to encourage more
growth; some crops give up the ghost if they're not picked
regularly. Going away for a fortnight in the summer, for example,
just as all your hard work is coming to fruition could mean that
you come back to disaster, unless you enlist someone to water
and pick whilst you're away.
In dry periods it will be necessary to water every day if you don't
want to be confronted by a desert of cracked earth and yellowed
plants. Maybe you could share an allotment with a friend and
halve the care and labour - but make sure you grow crops that
both of you like or it could end up with dibbers at dawn!
After the initial work in clearing a newly acquired plot (you're
unlikely to inherit one in tip-top condition), the amount of time
required to cultivate an allotment can range from hardly anything
in the depths of winter to a couple of hours a day in the spring
and early summer, although it does depend on the crops you have
and the size of plot. If you have raised beds - increasingly
popular on allotments now - you can cut out some of the hard
labour and indeed can eliminate the need for annual digging over
entirely. That idea is so appealing that over the winter I shall be
installing raised beds on my own plot, in the interests of back
preservation.
So if you have the time and dedication and have been thinking
about 'growing your own' then apply for an allotment now.
Autumn (and indeed milder Winter days) is a very good time of
year to get one because you can get a head start in preparing the
plot well before the Spring and get cracking with clearing the
weeds (there are always some!), digging it over and letting the
frosty weather help break down the soil .....or there's always
those raised beds..!
To find out more, call 01908 521538 or email
Sharon.Kerr@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.

Carolyn
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

OXLEY PARK

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Community Centre
Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Oxley Park Community Centre

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Children’s Dance Classes
◆ Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
◆ FFusion after school club ◆ Karate for Children
◆ Weight-watchers ◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall
Church End Road, Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Sunshine Club Monday 10am-11.30am
◆ ‘Drop In’ Meetings Monday 2pm-4pm
◆ Pilates with Carolyn
Monday 7.30pm-8.30pm
◆Little Acorns(0783 4417777)
Tuesday 9.30-11.00 in term time
◆ Yoga with Katie Tuesday -Beginners
6-7pm, others 7.30-9.00pm
◆ Cha-Cha Chimps Wednesday 10am-11am
◆ Sing & Sign Wednesday 2.15-3.15pm
◆ Thistle Scottish Dance Club Wednesday
8pm-10pm
◆ Big Acorns Tuesday 9.30-11.30
Term time
◆ Bingo Thursday 2:00pm - 3.30pm
◆Mini StrikersFriday 9.30-10.30
◆ Ragdolly Annas
Friday 11am -12.00
◆ Baby Disco Saturday 9.am-12pm

NORTH FURZTON
Ridgeway Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
For Mon to Fri bookings call Bill Swindon
on 07415 614409 or for Saturday bookings
Sam Seaton on 07920 884944
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs
◆ Geological Society
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
◆ Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
◆ Square Dancing ◆ Scottish Dance
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Furzton Tots Pre-school
◆ MKRSVP Art Group
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Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Wing Chun ◆ Tai Chi
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate
◆Pilates ◆ Soccer Tots
Bridge Club

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH
River Valley Centre
Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Playgroup (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Parent and Toddler
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Slimming World
◆Mini-Strikers ◆ Little Ninjas/Taekwondo
◆Sunday Mornings Church Meeting
◆ Windmill Hill Allotment Society

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing
◆ Martial Arts
◆ Weightwatchers ◆ Yoga

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Wendy on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Church of the Servant King
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group

Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Children’s Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school & Oxley Park
Toddler Group
◆Belly Dancing
◆ Cub Scouts Rainbows & Brownies
◆Ragdolly Annas
◆Disco Babies
◆ Baby Bumpkins
◆Yoga incl. Anti-natal Yoga
◆ Kick Boxercise
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)
◆ Beginners Line Dancing
◆Karate (age 7+)
◆Pilates
Mini Strikers
◆ Craft Space

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Wendy’s Aerobics
◆ Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
◆ Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
◆ Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers
◆ Tumble Tots
◆ Weight-watchers
◆ Zumba Fitness Classes

WESTCROFT
Westcroft Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Danielle on 01908 377251
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ MK Society of Artists
◆ Weightwatchers

Winter 2013

What’s On?
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays 6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit our website:
http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Football For Fun (6 or 10 a-side, depending on numbers)
Tuesday evenings. 8-9pm. Anyone welcome, male or female, and any
skill level, though being able to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16
or over, but no upper limit! Currently £2.00 per session.
Shenley Brook End School (Astroturf, all weather pitch)
More info from Chris (07773 451678) or Matt (07804 098446)
Part of the activities organised by Shenley Christian Fellowship.
Parkside Community Sports & Football Club
Indoor bowls for able & disabled,males & females from 14 upwards
on Tuesday evenings 7.00 to 9.00pm
Fun Football for: for boys and girls from 4-12 years, able & disabled
on Thursday evenings 6pm - 7pm. We also run wheelchair football.
Contact Chris on 01908 501658 for details of all activities.
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
Shenley Brook End Village Hall
2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people everybody is welcome,
young, old, male or female.
Fun Language Clubs for 3-9 year old children
Fun Spanish Clubs with El Club Español
Every Saturday. 11:15-12:15 in Emerson Valley
Fun French Clubs with Le Club Français
Every Saturday in Emerson Valley 10-11
Contact Helen by email on: helenjones2005@yahoo.co.uk or phone
07759287206 for further information and book your child’s free
trial. Website: www.lcfclubs.com/helenjones
Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon. 2:15-5:00pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 01908 569165 for information
Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning. - 10.30am-12noon Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening 6.30 -7.30pm. - Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Carrie on 01296 720450 for information.
Term Time Toddler & Carer Groups- SBE Village Hall (No charge + free
hot drinks). Little Acorns (Walkers -2 yrs) Tues 9.30am - 11.00am
Baby Acorns (Pre Walkers) Tues 11.15am -12.3-pm
Acorns Group (2yrs - 5yrs) Thurs 9.30am - 11.30am.
contact Helen on 07834417777.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in with one of our
activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm at SBE Village Hall No charge.
Website: www.scf-mk.org.uk email: info@scf-mk.org.uk

Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd. Tuesday afternoon of every month except August - 2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps
of square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:20 - 8:10 & 8.15 - 9.10 Oxley Park School.
Every Saturday morning 10.15 - 11.15 at Oxley Park Primary School
Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or email yasmin@zumba.uk.com
for more information.
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group
Information support & advice for anyone affected by dementia Westcroft Health Centre every other Tuesday 14:00 = 15:30
Contact Dee Cope 01908 261750 for information or email
dee.cope@alzheimers.org.uk
1st Oxley Park Rainbows and Brownies
Wednesdays, Rainbows 4.30 - 5.30, Brownies 6.00 - 7.30pm
Girls aged 5-7 Rainbows - 7-10 Brownies
Oxley Park Community Centre, Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park
Contact Cat on 01908 522308 or 07713 238899 or email
cat.oxlepkrainbows@live.co.uk
Zumba & Pilates Classes - Caroline Haslett School Shenley Lodge
Saturday mornings 10am Zumba Fitness Class.
Saturday mornings 11am Pilates Class.
No need to book, just come along.
Contact Ana at zumbana1@yahoo.co.uk
www.zumbamkfitness.com
Milton Keynes Retirement Club (MKRC)
We are a sequence/ballroom dance club for the over 55s.We meet
each Wednesday afternoon at Wilton Hall 1.30-4.00pm (£3.50 per
session) and every Friday afternoon at Bletchley Community Centre
1.45-4.00pm (£3.00 per session). All welcome to either meeting or,
indeed, both. Contact: Neil on 01908 526255 or just come along.

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 2,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
If you would like more information or to apply for an
allotment or if you have any queries or ideas regarding your
allotment please contact:	
  Sharon	
  Kerr	
  on 01908 521538	
  or	
  
email:	
  sharon.kerr@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Christmas Carol Service, Sunday 22nd Dec 10.30am
- 12noon.
Shenley Brook End School, 6th form Hall,
Christmas Day service
Shenley Brook End Village Hall
Wed 25th Dec 10.30-11.30am
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Youth Team Activities
The Youth Team are saying good bye to the summer and are
now fully focused on activities for the colder darker nights.
During the winter we provide more inside activities at our
youth clubs involving a range of arts and crafts as well as
cooking, game playing and lots of chatting and enjoying
music. The spaces we use are not exactly massive so many of
the sessions can be very loud and full of many different
activities going on all at the same time but they do provide
safe and warm spaces for young people to go and socialise. All
three of our youth club sessions are open all year round no
matter of the weather. It won’t be long until we can return to
using the outside space but until then we hope to provide lots
of fun and learning in a warm space with friendly and
supportive youth workers there to help.
Halloween Party
The Westcroft youth club transformed itself this October to be
a haven for all that is ghoulish and spooky to host a Halloween
party. With nearly 30
young people attending
over the duration of the
night we provided fun
games and spooky music
to try and provide a safe
space for our members to
celebrate Halloween.
Using our youth club time
in the week leading up to
the party to create decorations and carve pumpkins, we were
able to create a very cool looking space for young people to
go.
On the evening the youth workers got into the spirit of the
night by dressing up along with the majority of those who
attended. We had a prize for best dressed person and
everybody got a party bag all organised and supplied by Youth
Worker Karen Wheeler. We would like to thank all of the young
people involved in organising this event and hope we can top
it next year with something similar.
Commemorating our armed forces
As part of our activities this winter we have provided the
resources for the youth sessions so that young people can
create their very own poppies.
Having given a donation to the
British Legion we also received a
hand full of poppies for the
young people to ‘Glam’ up,
adding a bit of bling with some
embossed glitter to create their
very own designs. This creates a
talking point for us as staff with
the young people but also
continues when people notice their unique modified poppies
and builds up more awareness of this wonderful appeal. We
also placed a box out so that the youths could leave a further
small donation that we then passed on the British Legion.
Football Sessions
The Youth Team have been offering access for football at the
Tattenhoe AstroTurf for over eight years now and it continues
to be a success. Starting back in 2005 as a football coaching
session with the MK Dons, using just one pitch for one hour a

week, it has grown to much more. We now offer an hour on a
Monday and a Thursday all year round for young people to
come and play self organised games of fun football across
three pitches at Tattenhoe. Alongside this we also offer an
hour of football at Shenley Brook End School on a Wednesday
that is more focussed on the Year nine age group and playing a
large two sided game. All of these sessions are free of charge
and provide a safe and fun way for youths to exercise during
the winter months. For more information then please contact
Youth Team leader Andy Ridgway on
youthleader@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk 01908 521538 or
07970 902570

Tattenhoe Football Club
The club, which was formed in 2006 with just one squad
playing at U11's, has since grown and now has teams from
U7's right through to adults.and a Colts session catering for
those in foundation and Year 1.
The club was awarded the FA Charter Standard Club in Jan
2009 and the FA Charter Standard Development Club award in
Oct 2010. Only a handful of clubs in MK have achieved this.
We are now working towards Community Standard award.
Our aim is to provide an environment that will allow all
players the opportunity to develop and express themselves
whilst playing a game that they love! It is also an ideal place
for the players to develop social skills and fitness levels and
of course have fun!
We prize ourselves on being a family-orientated club with
plenty of day trips to the Dons, 'fundays' and of course the
pitch side excitement!
All matches and training are at Tattenhoe Pavilion, the home
of Tattenhoe FC.
All our coaches and committee members are CRB checked and
have received relevant safeguarding and first aid training. All
coaches are FA qualified to variety of coaching levels.
To find out more about the club please contact the club
Secretary on 01908 967664

Under 11s boys showing off their new kit
sponsored by the Parish Council
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