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2017 has been a great year for wildlife in Tattenhoe so far, especially for birds and insects. In the spring, I
was able to watch and photograph two Tawny Owls successfully raise two fluffy owlets from a safe distance
as they rapidly grew and gained adult feathers in Howe Park Wood (Also monitored closely by The Parks
Trust). Many butterflies appeared earlier than usual in the June heat wave, including the elusive Purple
Emperor, which often takes a lot of patience to see, spending most of its time in the canopy but
occasionally basking on the ground in Howe Park Wood.
Last autumn I became the first person known to discover the Willow Emerald Damselfly in all of
Buckinghamshire according to the British Dragonfly Society, making Tattenhoe the most westerly point the
species has been found to date. Since July this year I’ve found this species on several occasions. At first
glance they are easy to mistake for the Common Emerald Damselfly, which is already widespread across the
city but are larger, with pale wing tips instead of dark ones. Even after almost a decade of wildlife
photography, I cannot tell what the next few months will bring but I’ve taken easily some of my favourite
shots to date this year.
Pictures: Crow at Moonrise (April), Tawny Owlet (May), Purple Emperor Butterfly (June) and Willow Emerald
Damselfly (July)

Article and photos by Harry Appleyard
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Chairman’s Column
Devolved Services – We now have a full team of wardens who have this
summer been litter picking more regularly and I am sure you will all have seen
a difference. Although we haven’t been able to take over keeping our Parish
clean and tidy fully due to contractual problems, SERCO are continuing with
those works still in the MKC budget. Our wardens have been following up on
the work that SERCO have not been doing. The team have taken on shrub
control and general maintenance in their allocated grid squares, as the Parish had begun to look
untidy and unkempt in particular the weeds growing in pavements and gutters. It will take some
time to bring it back to the standard we would like so if there is something in your area you would
like to bring to our attention or you have any queries, questions or concerns regarding anything,
please do not hesitate to contact us on the dedicated email address we have set up. You should
give full information and precise location. The email address is reportit@shenleybrookendpc.gov.uk This email address will be monitored by Sharon our Parish Manager who is the line
manager for the team and she will allocate the email to the warden responsible for the area
concerned. If you do not have access to email, or it is an urgent problem, please telephone the
office. We would however prefer you to email where possible as this will give us a paper trail to
ensure the work is undertaken and monitored.
Library - We were very concerned when we were told initially that the Westcroft Library would be
closing for a year until their new library is ready at Westcroft District Centre and I have been
meeting with the ward councillors and the Library service regularly over the past couple of months
to help them with local knowledge in their effort to find a temporary home nearby and you will
see from an article later in this newsletter that we hope we have been successful.
South West Milton Keynes (Salden Chase) development - Aylesbury Vale District Council
(AVDC) have approved outline Planning Permission for this development. At a meeting of the
Parish Councils surrounding this site in July it was agreed that the decision would be referred
through a “call in” to the Secretary of State to give chance for a more in depth discussion on this
development. The Parishes involved are Newton Longville, West Bletchley and ourselves as well as
several Ward Councillors. For our Parish the main objection is the increase on our already
overstretched services that another 1,855 properties would bring including roads, GP surgeries and
schools as the council Tax for these properties would go to AVDC not Milton Keynes Council.
Information in last newsletter - In last quarters newsletter we published some history of our
Parish. Thank you to those who noticed that we had been given some information which was
incorrect. We stated that Alan Turing was billeted at the Rose and Crown Shenley Church End
when it was in fact The Crown Inn at Shenley Brook End. Thank you also to those who emailed in
praising the centrefold which was put together by Mike Dynes one of our Parish Councillors and we
thank Mike and hope he will continue the good work of compiling our history.

Jean Nicholas
Chairman Parish Council

Pink Sacks
Please note that we have resumed stocking pink sacks
which are now available for collection at the Parish
Office between 9am and 5pm Monday to Thursday and
between 9am and 4.30pm on a Friday.
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Parish Council Meeting Dates
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each month on Mondays at
7:15 pm. at our Parish Office, 1 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DB
Sep 25th
Sep 11th
Sep 4th

Full Parish Council
Oct 30th
Nov 27th
Dec 18th
Community Committee
Oct 9th
Nov 13th
No Meeting
Planning & Environment Committee
Oct 2nd
Nov 6th
Dec 4th

Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact Rebecca on 01908 521538
beforehand to check that there have not been any changes.

Ward Councillors and Local MP
Contact Information

Can We Help You?

Bletchley West Ward

Grants are available from
the Parish Council

Mick Legg (Labour) 07920 103239
Nigel Long (Labour) 01908 376141
Maggie Geaney (Conservative) 07986 608492
Shenley Brook End Ward
Hiten Ganatra (Conservative) 07974 444114
Peter Cannon (Lib Dem) 07966 197864
Chris Williams (Lib Dem) 01908 503717
Tattenhoe Ward
Edith Bald (Conservative) 07917 021911
Geetha Morla (Conservative) 07908 589209
Gerald Small (Conservative) 07597 909813
Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes
South
Iain Stewart - MP’s Office 01908 686830

Any group, society, play-group, or charitable
organisation in the Parish, or benefiting
residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us
that the grant will be put to good use, we are
only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community
News to publicise the work of organisations
receiving grants. We can include articles from
any organisation that benefits the community,
irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to
publicise anything that helps local residents, so
please let us know about it. Contact Rebecca by
email rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookendpc.gov.uk, telephone 01908 521538,or letter.

For contributions to the Community News, contact Rebecca on 01908 521538 or write to
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council, 1 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District
Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DB
You can also email us at:- rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk or visit our website
at:- www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council does not subscribe to, or endorse any political party.
Articles are accepted for inclusion in Community News subject to space availability and at the
discretion of the Parish Council

FINAL COPY DATE for the next issue : November 3rd 2017 - Anything received after this
date may not be accepted.
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THE

OVER 60’s

CLUBS

Both Clubs meet at the Parish Office every
Wednesday and Thursday, from 2pm to 4pm
1 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft,
Milton Keynes, MK4 4DB

Both the Over 60’s clubs are enjoying some lively weekly sessions, bingo, quizzes, films, chats and
speakers are regularly enjoyed by all.
An outing to Stratford On Avon in June proved to be a great success. A further trip to Cadbury’s World is
planned for September
The Parish Council held a stall at the Shenley Brook End Fete in July, where cakes, books and cd’s,
donated by the Emerald Club went down a treat. The Diamond Club also made a collection at their
weekly session and all together over ninety pounds was raised for Willen Hospice.
If you are 60 or over, or know anyone who is and lives within this Parish and are interested in joining the
clubs, please contact the Parish Office on 01908 521538 for more information, or feel free to pop along
to the Thursday session at 2pm.
We are a group of like-minded senior residents of the Parish who get together to enjoy a varied programme of
activities chosen by members and organised by both Pat Morris and Karen Wheeler.
If you would like to find out more information, please contact Rebecca at the Parish Council Office on 01908
521538, or Email: rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Milton Keynes Fawcett Group would like to express warm thanks to
Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe Parish Council for their generous grant
support. This will help to support materials for an exhibition entitled
'Women who Made Milton Keynes', to be held in the Milton Keynes Central
Library from November 13th to December 9th. The exhibition will then be
available for loan to schools and community groups.
The Fawcett Society works to
promote gender equality, and our
local group project looks closely
at women who were important in
the early days of Milton Keynes.
Their stories, however, are not
easily found in the official
histories. For example, the
development of the Hospice, the
Citizens Advice Bureau, music
and the arts, festivals and
community developments were
all made possible by the
persistent hard work of these
imaginative women.
The exhibition focuses on ten
women out of many possible
candidates. Tattenhoe can
rightly be proud that one of the
women, Margaret Powell, lived
and farmed in the Parish. She
left a large and generous bequest to help the frail, disabled and elderly of Milton Keynes, and over the
years The Margaret Powell Foundation has helped to support many good causes.
Please visit the exhibition and help to celebrate these unsung heroines.
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WESTCROFT HEALTH CENTRE NEEDS YOU
If you are a patient of Westcroft Health Centre and would like to join our patient participation
group please ask to see the Practice Manager, Lynda Young or contact her via email at
Lynda.Young1@nhs.net
The group will meet at 12:30 on a Wednesday approximately every six weeks (dates to be
advised).
The purpose of a Patients Participation Group is:
• To give practice staff and patients the opportunity to discuss topics of mutual interest in
the Practice.
• To provide a means for patients to make positive suggestions about the practice and
specific medical conditions as an “expert” or experienced patient
• To encourage health education activities within the practice
• To develop self-help projects to meet the needs of fellow patients, such as befriending,
help with transport and bereavement support.
• To act as a representative group that can be called upon to influence the local provision
of health and social care

Don’t miss out on your chance to vote – make
sure you’re on the Electoral Register!
From next Monday (7 August) the council’s annual Household Enquiry Forms will be dropping
on residents’ doormats right across Milton Keynes, to help people make sure they are on the
Electoral Register.
If you’re not on the register you can’t vote - but registering couldn’t be simpler
The forms are pre-printed with the information we currently have for your address – and even if there are no
changes, you need to let us know, sooner rather than later.
You can update your information via the internet or by filling in the form and returning it – free of charge – to the
elections team.
If the information is correct, please confirm this by:
• Visiting www.householdresponse.com/miltonkeynes OR
• Call 0800 197 9871 OR
•

Text 80212 (texts are free)

And entering part 1 and part 2 of the security code which is on the letter.
If the information is wrong and you need to make changes (including adding and deleting people) you can also
visit www.householdresponse.com/miltonkeynes and enter parts 1 and 2 of the security code.
In either case, if you don’t have access to a phone or the internet simply complete the form and post it back to us
in the envelope provided – postage is free.
New people being added to the register will also need to complete either an Invitation to Register form (which will
be sent out to them) or go online to complete their registration at:
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote which is quicker
Canvassers will make follow up calls to properties that haven’t responded by 20 September 2017.
MKC’s Electoral Registration Officer Carole Mills said: “We’re encouraging everyone who is eligible to vote to make
sure their name is on the Electoral Register.
“The law requires us to carry out this check every year so that we can ensure our records are up to date when the
latest Electoral Register is published on 1st December.”
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WESTCROFT
LIBRARY
As part of the Sharing Libraries Review, Milton Keynes Libraries is investing
£1.4 million into developing a new purpose built Westcroft Library.

Westcroft Library doors will close at 1pm on Saturday
30 September 2017 and will be re-opening at
Tattenhoe Pavilion in mid-October (date to be confirmed)
This will be a temporary home whilst our
new library is being built behind The
Meeting Place at
Westcroft District Centre.
All the usual library
services will be available
from our new home including free WiFi, public computers,
printing, Children’s Hour, photocopying and of course all
your favorite books.
Tattenhoe Pavilion offers ample free parking, a café and
toilets.

Opening hours
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Library

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT SUN

-

10-5

*11-5

10-5

10-5

9-1

-

*10-11 Children’s Hour

Remember that you can access many library services
24 hours a day by visiting our website
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/libraries

Tel: 01908 254050
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Furzon Scout Camp
Furzton Beavers, Cubs and Scouts attended a camp from the 16th to the 18th of June
2017 at Henlow Scout Activity centre in Bedfordshire
The camp had 55 children ageing from 6 to 14 years attending over the weekend, along
with 15 leaders who were able to help with the camp.
The weekend theme was The Wild West and the group had many activities planned ranging from rifle shooting,
water games, rafting, Cowboys and Indians themed games, a geo-caching hike as well as camp fire, camp fire
songs and entertainment too.
The Scouts, Cubs and Beavers earned a wide range of badges from outdoor challenge, adventure challenge,
hike, water, team work, backwoods cooking and tenting
The camp could not have gone ahead without the generous help from the Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe
Parish Council grant, which allowed us to buy much needed new tents and helped to fund activities at the
camp.
Ram Run
A group consisting largely of Scouts attended an assault course type event on 16th July. 33 runners
successfully completed the course over some challenging obstacles, on which was a very enjoyable day.

Shenley Brook End School - Sports News
Well done to Abby Murrell and Chloe Tait who are
the Milton Keynes Year 7 girls’ tennis champions.
They played in a tournament at MK Tennis Club at
Woughton-on-the-Green in June and won their
doubles matches against four other schools to take
the title. Fantastic effort girls, well done.
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Would You Like To Be A School
Governor?
Giles Brook School is the heart of the community
on Tattenhoe. The governing board of the school
currently has two vacancies for governors who live
and/or work in the local area to contribute to the
oversight and strategic direction of the school. If
you are interested in finding out more about what
governors do at Giles Brook, please visit our
website at: http://www.gilesbrook.co.uk/
governors1.html. Attendance at between 6 and 10
meetings a year is expected, usually in the
evenings, plus a small number of visits to the
school during the day. The role includes training
provided by the local authority, and a DBS check
will be carried out on those joining the governing
board. If you are interested in applying for the
role, please contact office@gilesbrook.co.uk with
a brief CV or outline of skills you can offer. We
will be in touch with interested individuals in
September. Please note that the current vacancies
cannot be filled by current staff or parents with
children at the school as these groups are at
maximum representation at this time.
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Gardening with Ginnie
Rejuvenate your garden. The really hot weather earlier in the summer has left some of the early
flowering plants in our gardens looking a bit jaded. Early September is a great time to be ruthless and cut
back our perennials such as geraniums, pelargoniums, alchemilla, delphiniums etc. don’t be afraid to do
this any time up to the end of September. Your plants should then produce a second flush of flowers well
into late autumn, especially if the autumn is as mild as we have had in recent years.
Successes this year
Fruit – the most successful fruit this year is the pears as you can see from my photo taken in mid-August,
the branches are so heavy with fruit they are bending right over. They are a late ripening variety of
Conference pears so I am hopeful that we will have no strong winds before mid-September and not too
many falling off before they are ripe.
Flowers – The dahlias have flowered profusely this year (see my photo). These have been grown from
tubers which are now in their fourth year having been dried off at the end of each year and overwintered
in straw, dry compost, or newspaper in our garage, to stop them getting damp and rotting.
Plants for Free – Seeds to get something for free is something we all like and here are some easy to
follow steps to achieving this aim.
• Leave a few seed heads on your plants after they have finished flowering, removing the rest to
conserve the plant’s energy, then in September or October they will be ready to harvest.
• Wait for seeds to ripen fully on the plant before cutting off the flower spikes, remove in several
pieces if it’s large.
• Have a container to hand for collecting the flower spikes as seeds will quickly fall and be lost once
they are fully ripe.
• Gently tip the seeds onto a sheet of paper, making sure you remove all the seeds, pick out any
bugs or pieces of debris.
• Put the seeds into paper bags or envelopes, not plastic bags, they need to breath or they will rot.
Write full details of the plant on the envelope, including date.
• Keep in a cool dry place until you are ready to sow next spring.
Cuttings – Alternatively take cuttings of your favourite plants in late summer to overwinter indoors ready
for planting into the garden the following spring. The basics of rooting softwood cuttings are easy to
follow and once you get the hang of this you will be able to use these skills for more complex cuttings of
shrubs next year.
This is how you do it :• Softwood cuttings are taken from the current season’s growth. Choose side shoots which have not
flowered before. Use a sharp knife or secateurs to cut them from the parent plant.
• Trim below a single leaf joint or pair of leaves, aiming to create a finished cutting of 8cm – 10cm
long. Carefully remove any leaves from the bottom half of the cutting.
• Fill a 10cm pot with cutting compost, tapping it on the work surface to ensure there are no air
pockets in the compost, as these will rot the cutting.
• Insert the base of the cutting into the pot of compost. There are rooting powders available at the
garden centre, but I have found that this is not necessary on most softwood cuttings, although
when you go on to shrubs this will help speed up root formation. You should be able to fit three
or four cuttings in a 10cm pot but ensure that the leaves are not touching.
• Water the cuttings gently allowing the excess to drain and the foliage should be dry. Then cover
the pot with a clear polythene bag held in place with a rubber band around the pot.
• Place the pot on a well-lit position indoors, but out of direct sunlight. Keep compost moist and
your cuttings should root in six to eight weeks
Enjoy your free plants
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Youth Team
Play sessions
Throughout the summer we have had some wonderful free play
sessions provided by the Milton Keynes Play Association and
funded by your Parish Council. The sessions ran for the duration of
the school holidays across five sites and provided a range of fun
activities, including a bouncy castle at every session, arts, crafts,
sports, and lots of other fun games. We also had the Play
Associations giant Wikidizer at two of the sessions providing an
extra-large bouncy castle and much more fun. Plenty of families
attended over the summer making use of the activities and many
having a little picnic too.
We hope that everyone who has attended enjoyed themselves and
that they have provided a welcome addition to your summer break.
We will return to our Shenley Brook End and Emerson Valley sites at Easter and the rest of the estates next
summer.
Westcroft Youth Club
There are some changes being made to the Westcroft Pavilion so unfortunately we have had to cancel our
Westcroft Youth Clubs for the time being. We hope that the new improved building will be available again in
November and we can return to the space. In the interim we are planning to do some more work with
schools and also opening a new Youth Club at the Emerson Valley Community Centre. Keep an eye out in our
notice boards for more information about the opening of the new club and the return of Westcroft Youth Club
soon. Hopefully we won’t be too long without a space for young people to go and enjoy their evenings.
Changes to the Youth Team
We would like to welcome Ray Godwin to the Parish Youth Team. Ray is joining our Furzton Youth Club on a
Tuesday evening from 4.30-6.30pm. Ray has had plenty of experience of working with young people having
been a part of the Scouts for many years and having two grown up sons of his own. Having previously
worked on the railways Ray is now working in security and has been looking for something a little different
to use his skills, but also to help the future generations to flourish.
Already starting to settle in we hope that we can use Ray’s skills to provide a new range of activities and fun
at our growing youth session on Furzton and provide a fun and educational place for young people to attend
and have access to the extra support they may need.
Steve Calver has also left the Youth Team. Steve has
been a massive part of our work over the past 18 months
and was instrumental in us providing a residential last
summer. We would like to thank him for his work with
the Youth Team and wish him all the best for the future.
Summer Residential
During August the Parish Youth Team took 13 young
people away to Caldecotte for three days to enjoy a
summer residential. Experiencing canoeing, rock
climbing and archery the group stayed in a Yurt village
at the Caldecotte Xperience, enjoying a break from the
Parish and building some happy memories from the
summer. The group were made up of young people of a
range of ages from all of our youth clubs, so we also ran
lots of team building games and challenges as well as
Bat hunting and a night walk challenge.
All of the young people enjoyed this unique experience
and many were pushed to the edge of their comfort zone
during the few days we were away. We hope that some
new friendships have been formed as well as positive
experiences and confidence building. Many of the group
are already asking if we can do it next year, but for
longer, so I think it must have been a success.
I would like to thank the young people who participated and all of the team for their hard work, especially
Abbie Griffin who volunteered for the whole residential and was an integral part of the team, we couldn’t
have managed it without her. We do hope to repeat the experience again in the future but I think we all
need to catch up on some sleep first.
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An introduction from the newest member of
the Youth Team
Hi, my name is Raymond Godwin (Ray). I have two
boys who are 21 and 16 and have been living in
Milton Keynes for 20 years, all of which have been in
the Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe parish. I have
worked in the rail industry for 30 years and am now
in the Security industry. My experience with youth
work in the past has been working as a volunteer
with the Scouts Association, first on the Furzton
Scouts committee and then as a Scout Leader, where
with the help of the other leaders, we planned
evening sessions, organised trips, as well as
residential trips and also running the evening events.
I am looking forward to this challenging new roll,
guiding and supporting young people in their
personal and social development and putting on
some exciting activities and events with a lot of help
from Andy. If you have any young people (11-18
years) we would love to see them at one of our youth
clubs.
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Community Committee Report
The Community Committee meet at 7.15pm on the second Monday of every month, in the Parish offices at Westcroft.
All residents are welcome to attend to raise any concerns, give ideas or to just observe.
Our Parish Youth Team continues to work with and help the younger residents of our parish.
We run two very successful clubs for the over 60’s in our parish: the Diamond club on a Wednesday afternoon and the
Emerald club on Thursday afternoons. My thanks go to everyone involved in organising and assisting at these
sessions. The sessions have proved to be a great benefit to the residents who take part. If you are interested in
joining them please contact Rebecca in the office.
We are continuing to support local organisations with funding for activities or services that will benefit local
residents. We have recently awarded a grant to the Watling Valley Ecumenical Partnership to assist with the running
of their Summer Club and also have awarded another grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau to enable them to continue
their fortnightly sessions, for the benefit of our Parish residents. We are hoping to join the Oxley Park guides in
September in a litter pick in our area. More of that later in this article.
I know I keep repeating this but I would like to remind you all that we are very willing to hear from any groups or
organisations who would like financial help with their activities, that support the residents of this parish in any way.
Please contact our Parish Office for more information and they will be happy to give advice.
Litter, litter, litter and more litter! As I travel around our parish I am so disappointed to see so much litter at times.
I’m sure that most of us try our best not to leave any litter behind. However, looking at the amount of litter that
seems to accumulate in our residential areas and open spaces, some of us don’t seem to be that bothered, quite
frankly! Water bottles seem to be thrown around and not picked up, along with fast food litter and anything else
that someone just can’t be bothered to take home or place in a litter bin, and there are plenty of them about. Our
Wardens are active in clearing litter almost on a daily basis, but can only do so much with the resources available and
they also have other tasks that they perform on behalf of the Parish Council. Please let’s all try and have a bit more
pride in the great area and community in which we live and leave Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe Parish tidy and a
pleasant place to live!
Perhaps in the next newsletter I will be able to say how much the situation has improved.

Michele Chapman

Planning & Environment Committee Report

Chairman Community Committee

Karen our Allotment and Landscape Officer plus Oliver, Paul and AJ our Warden team have been extremely busy during
May, June and July, with the Parish owned allotment sites, which in total have well over 300 plots in cultivation,
spread over the 8 allotment sites. The teams’ workload has included cutting back overgrown plots, cutting the grass
on the ridings and general maintenance work on all 8 sites.
The Warden Team plus Karen do not spend all their time on the allotment sites; in fact they spend most of it carrying
out tasks in every one of the Parish’s 8 grid squares. Their tasks are very varied; in the last three months they have
cut up fallen trees and branches and removed the debris, collected some vandalised and dumped Santander bikes and
cleared up rubbish left by fly tippers. Overgrown hedges have been trimmed, tall dead grass has been removed from
several areas of the Parish, street signs cleaned, spraying pesticide to kill weeds on kerbsides on our estate roads has
been carried out and perhaps their most time consuming task has been picking up litter around the Parish. Carrying
out this ever growing task, our team has been able to rely on the help of the Green Genies team from the Macintyre
Charity.
The planning applications we received from Milton Keynes Council Planning Department totalled just over 30, slightly
down on the previous 3 months, they ranged from a porch to an application for a Sports/Community Pavilion.
The committee has discussed some very interesting subjects including the proposed East-West Rail plan to link Oxford
and Cambridge via Milton Keynes and Bletchley; also the plans to build housing estates by Aylesbury Vale, close to the
boundary with Milton Keynes, which would have a great effect on the roads, medical facilities, schools and other
services around Bletchley and our Parish.
In the last edition of the Community News l mentioned about the ‘’Dog Poo Bins’’ around the Parish, l forecasted that
we would have around sixty bins by end of this year. With just over four months left of 2017 we are nearing that
figure. Although the use of the ‘’Poo Bins’’ has increased, unfortunately some dog owners are still not using them, a
gentle reminder to all!
Lastly, please remember that residents of the Parish are always welcome to attend our meetings; details of all which
can be found on our Parish noticeboards and website.

Kevin Geaney

Chairman Planning & Environment Committee
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Merebrook Infant School
Dulverton Drive
Furzton
Milton Keynes
MK4 1EZ

Phone: 01908 522876
Website: www.merebrookschool.co.uk
E-mail: office@merebrookschool.co.uk

Merebrook Infant School is a wonderful school to work in; our talented and
hardworking staff are committed to providing the very best. We are very
proud of our school and the way it is continually developing as a creative,
child-centred environment. Relationships throughout the school are based
on mutual trust and respect; all children are valued and all staff work hard
to help every child reach his or her full potential.
We are a Values based school and our motivation is our vision of 'Learning
and Caring Together'. We teach children about positive human values;
including respect, honesty, responsibility and caring for example.
Our website will provide you with an insight into our aims, values and the
environment we create to support the learning of young children. We are
proud of our school and of our achievements and believe that being an
infant school enables us to focus very clearly on the needs of children in
the early years of education, giving them a successful start.
The best way to find out about our school is to come and see for
yourselves. I would love to show you around and tell you more about what

Breakfast & After School
Club Provision

we do.

Monday - Friday

Please telephone the school on 01908 522876 to arrange a visit. I look

term time only

forward to seeing you!

for children attending
Merebrook Infant School

Cheryl Johnson
Head Teacher

We are a ‘Good’ School
as rated by Ofsted - April 2017

Effectiveness of leadership & management
Quality of teaching, learning & assessment
Personal development, behaviour & welfare
Outcome for pupils
Early years provision

Ofsted’s key findings:
As a result of effective teaching, all groups of pupils, including those who are disadvantaged, make good progress.
Pupils enjoy learning because the curriculum appeals to them. They take pride in their work.
Staff keep a close eye on pupils’ progress and provide them with clear guidance on how they can improve.
Children in the early years enjoy learning and make good headway due to the nurturing, engaging and challenging environment.
Pupils’ personal development has a high priority. Pupils from a wide range of backgrounds learn and play together harmoniously.
Pupils behave well during lessons and around the school. They are friendly, polite, and welcoming.
The support for pupils with social, emotional, and mental health difficulties is commendable, and extends to their families.

The Mayor and Mayoress of Milton Keynes visit BucksVision
BucksVision is a small local charity providing essential support services to blind and partially
sighted people throughout Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes.
We were delighted to welcome The Mayor and Mayoress of Milton Keynes, David and Susan Hopkins, to our
resource centre in Aylesbury and are incredibly grateful to them for their interest in BucksVision.
The visit gave BucksVision the opportunity to tell The Mayor and Mayoress about our social activities, home
support services and our practical courses “Online Today” and “Understanding Sight Loss” which are available
for people who have sight loss.
Within Milton Keynes we have three social clubs, two walking groups, a tandem club and a craft group all run
by volunteers and all of which provide companionship and support thereby helping to reduce social isolation.
From our resource centre at Peartree, Milton Keynes, we can also offer advice on technology and household
equipment specifically designed to help those with sight loss.
BucksVision are always looking for volunteer drivers to transport our members to and from events. We cover
expenses and ask you to donate your time. If you are interested in helping us call Samantha Lah, Community
Engagement Coordinator and Volunteer Manager on 01296 487556.
If you or a family member are interested in our services, please call us on 01296 487556.
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Life Lite Educational Saturday School
◆ House On The Rock
◆ Slimming World
◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Little Stars Nursery

Community Centre
Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Wing Chun ◆ Tai Chi
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate
◆Pilates ◆ Soccer Tots
◆Bridge Club

SHENLEY BROOK END

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

Church End Road, Shenley Brook End

Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Pilates with Carolyn
Monday7.30pm-8.30pm
◆ Yoga with Katie Tuesday -6.30-8.00pm
and 8.15-9.15pm with Jo
◆ Cha-Cha Chimps Wednesday 10am-11am
and every other Sunday
◆ Thistle Scottish Dance Club Wednesday
8pm-10pm
◆Brownies Wednesday 6-7.30pm
◆ Ragdolly Annas Monday
10.30am-11.30am
◆ AA Group Saturday 6.30-8.30pm
◆ Yoga with Jo Thursday 6.15-7.15pm
◆ Greater Love Church Sunday
◆ Rainbows Tuesday 5-6.15pm

NORTH FURZTON
Ridgeway Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
For Mon to Fri bookings call Lynne on
07810310716 or for Saturday bookings
Sam Seaton on 07920 884944
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs
◆ Geological Society (1st Tues month)
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Zumba Gold
◆ Glow Fitness
◆ Square Dancing
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Furzton Tots Pre-school
◆ Church of the Servant King
◆ Brownies
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River Valley Centre
Telephone for bookings:
Call Nikki on 07854 402864
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ The Wendy House (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Weightwatchers ◆On Point Dance
◆ Slimming World
◆Sunday Mornings Church Meeting
◆ Windmill Hill Allotment Society

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley

OAK TREE CENTRE
Wallinger Drive, Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings 01908 410840
◆ BUGZ after school club (ages 7-11)
Monday 5.30-6.45pm
◆ ‘Drop In’ meetings Monday 2-4pm
◆ Little Acorns (0-2 years) Tuesday
10-11.30am Term Time
◆ Acorns (2-4yrs) Thursday 10-11.30am
Term Time

OXLEY PARK
Oxley Park Community Centre
Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Children’s Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆Pilates & Yoga
◆ Cub Scouts Rainbows & Brownies
◆Ragdolly Annas
◆Disco Babies
◆ Zumbini ◆ Socatots
◆Baby Massage & Yoga Classes
◆ Insanity Fitness
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)
◆ Taekwondo
◆Starshine Yoga for Children
◆Ballroom Dancing
◆ Arabic Classes ◆ Telltale Tots

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.

Telephone for bookings:
Call Sally on 07527 179712
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing ◆ Zumba
◆W.U.M.A Martial Arts
◆Weightwatchers ◆ Sadies Dance

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ Boogie Bounce
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Tattenhoe FC
◆ MK College
◆ Zumba with Yasmin
◆ Walking Football

SHENLEY LODGE

WESTCROFT

Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Steve on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Servants of God Ministry
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group
◆Kathak - Classical Indian Dance
◆Karate

Westcroft Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Danielle on 01908 377251
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ First Class Learning
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Scouts
◆ Rainbows
◆ Brownies

Autumn 2017

What’s On?
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North
Furzton
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn
Crescent Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit
our website: http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Milton Keynes Junior Badminton Club
Meet at Shenley Leisure Centre for 8-18 years,
intermediate upwards. Runs two sessions, Saturday
Term Time 12.30-2.30pm, 2.30-4.30pm. Contact Jon
Aeschlimann on 01908 542857 for further details
Shenley Christian Fellowship
All activities at the Oak Tree Centre, Wallinger Drive/
Manifold Lane, Shenley Brook End:
Every Sunday morning 10.30-12 noon, creche available
and every Sunday evening 6.30-7.30pm
BUGZ after school club (ages7-11) Monday 5.30-6.45.
Little Acorns Tuesday 10-11.30am (Bumps-2yrs),Acorns
Thursday 10-11.30 (2-4yrs) term time only.Call Ross on
01908 410840 or Carrie on 07714705933.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in
with one of our activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm.
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd Tuesday afternoon of every month except August 2.30pm Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road,
Loughton. New members always welcome. For more
information: Call Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through
the basic steps of square dancing. We meet on
Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at Ridgeway Community
Centre, Furzton. All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe
Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:20 - 8:10 & 8.15 - 9.10 Oxley
Park School Saturday morning 10.15 - 11.15 at Oxley
Park School Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or
email yasmin@zumba.uk.com for more information
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group
Information support & advice for anyone affected by
dementia - Contact Dee Cope 01908 232612 for
information or email dee.cope@alzheimers.org.uk
1st Oxley Park Rainbows and Brownies
Wednesdays, Rainbows 4.30 - 5.30, Brownies 6.00 -

7.30pm, Girls aged 5-7 Rainbows - 7-10 Brownies
Oxley Park Community Centre, Redgrave Drive, Oxley
Park. Contact Cat on 01908 522308 or 07713
238899 or email cat.oxlepkrainbows@live.co.uk
Milton Keynes Social Dance Club (MKSDC)
We are a sequence/ballroom dance club for the over
55s. we meet each Wednesday afternoon at Wilton Hall
1.30 - 4.00pm (£4.00 per session) and every Friday
afternoon at Coronation Hall, Stoke Road, Bletchley
1.45 - 4.00pm (£3 per session). All welcome to either
meeting or indeed both. Contact: Claire on 01908
311576 or just come along.
St. John Badgers
Boys and Girls aged 5-10 years, Mondays 6.30 7.30pm. Held at St. John Ambulance Headquarters,
Blackmoor Gate, Furzton. Contact Linda Firth on
01908 561328 for more information
Thistle Scottish Dance Club
Scottish Country Dancing for all abilities in a small,
friendly & fun group. Wednesdays 8-10pm at Shenley
Brook End Village Hall - £3 per session. email
jangeverybusy@me.com or just come along
North Furzton Brownies
Girls aged 7-10 Tuesday term time only 6-7.30pm
Ridgeway Centre Dulverton Drive. Contact Beverley
01908 505338
St. Giles Church (off Portishead Drive, Tattenhoe)
Sunday morning worship each week 9.30am. Childrens
Church 2nd Sunday of the month at 11am. Evensong
twice a month at 6.30pm. Contact
www.watlingvalley.org.uk or phone Steve on 01908
520090
Weight Watchers Shenley Brook End Community Hall
Thursdays 7pm
Hertsmere Leisure-After School Sports Programme
(8-11 year olds) at Bletchley Leisure Centre
Football Mondays 4-5pm. Indoor Cricket Tuesdays
4-5pm. Smash Up Badminton,Basketball & Dodgeball
Wed 4-5pm. Street Golf & Indoor Tennis Thurs
4.30-5.30pm. Contact Chris on 07818513744
chris.bryden@miltonkeynesleisure.co.uk for info.
Bollydance - Dance Studio Shenley Brook End School.
Adult and Children classes. Contact Rachel on
07500968631
Slimming World - Oaktree Centre, Shenley Brook End Tuesday 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm. Tel: Ann -01908 505943
or 07714037832
The Whaddon Night Owlers WI - Jubilee Hall Whaddon
-3rd Wed month-7pm Contact Daphne on 01908 502088
To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 4, or e-mail:
rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available
on the Parish website along with much more news
and information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.
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Caroline Haslett Primary School celebrates its 25th Birthday!
This year, Caroline Haslett Primary School, in Shenley Lodge, celebrates its 25th Birthday! A special ‘Fun
Day’ was held, which included a licenced drone flying over the school and capturing the children forming
“CHPS 25” on the playground. Paul Quinton, the Head teacher, was a great sport – and “allowed” the
children to cover him in gunk on the school’s playing field! The children enjoyed the experience much
more than Mr Quinton did! The celebrations continued with the School Fete which, despite the very
English weather, was very successful and the school year was rounded off by the School Governors
presenting awards and prizes to the children. May Caroline Haslett Primary School enjoy at least another
twenty-five years of continuing success!

Long Meadow School Aspirations Day!
Long Meadow School, in Shenley Brook End, recently invited more than 25 local people to come and talk to
the children about their work and professional life. An amazing cross-section of people came and talked
with the children, told them about their work and careers and answered the many, many questions the
children asked them! Cllr Chris Williams was one of those invited “the children asked me a huge number of
very searching questions, ranging from why did I want to be a Councillor, right through to did I know where
Mc Donald’s was”! Everyone who participated said that they had not known what to expect and, because of
the warm welcome from the children, and their interesting questions, most would come back and do it all
over again! Long Meadow School is to be congratulated for organizing such a great Aspirations Day.

Community News is published by Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council.
1 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DB. Tel: 01908 521538
Editor R Zimmerman
Circulation 10,250 to households within the Parish of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.

16

