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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
Last December, I was elected to represent the urban parishes in Milton Keynes on something called the Responsible Authorities
Group. This is an important and influential group of Agencies, consisting of senior representatives of Thames Valley Police,
Thames Valley Police Authority, Milton Keynes Council, Bucks Fire & Rescue, and Primary Health Trust. Meetings are also attended
by a wide range of other organisations.
The reason I took an interest in becoming part of this group was that the Agencies listed above have a direct impact upon every
aspect of the quality of life for all residents in the borough. Parish councils are very much the grass roots of democracy, dealing
with many issues that concern residents on a daily basis. These issues can benefit from an airing at this level, and I will certainly
take the opportunity to do so at the appropriate time.
Talking of issues, residents may have seen a report in MK News, raising concerns over the large number of un-adopted roads
throughout Milton Keynes. This is no trivial issue. Every single neighbourhood in this parish has one or more road or open space,
which should have been adopted, but hasn’t.
Roads that have not been adopted are technically private. This means that Milton Keynes Council has no power to maintain
them, fix non-working street lights, or indeed apply the final road surface.
There is also the question of maintaining the storm drains that take surface water off the roads. These drains need regular
maintenance, particularly the clearing out of leaves and rubbish that gets washed into each drain.
Your Parish Council will do its best to address this issue on behalf of residents. However, because there are gaps in the records,
particularly in the more mature estates, we would welcome your help. If you live on an un-adopted road, drop a line, or an email
to the Parish Office, and let us know. We’ll take matters up on your behalf.

David Livingstone
Chairman
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What’s On
British Thyroid Foundation Local Support Group
hold meetings every three months with informative speakers.
Saturday 8th March, 7th June, 6th September and 6th December.
10:30 am at The Pavilion, Open University, Milton Keynes.
More information from: Brenda on: 01908 502214
EL Club Español – Fun Spanish Clubs for Children aged 4-10
Every Saturday morning.
10-11am & 11am-12 noon
Thursdays
5-6pm
No experience necessary
Emerson Valley Community Centre
Call Helen on 01908 521147 or 07759 287206 for further information
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays
6.30-8pm
7-9pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
Scouts (age 10-14) Fridays

6-7pm
6.30-8pm
7.15-9.15pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Contact Janette on 01908 503093
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays
5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays
6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays
7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Contact Ray on 01908 526463
7-a-side Football For Fun
Every Tuesday evening.
8-9pm
Anyone welcome, male or female, and any skill level, though being able
to kick a ball is helpful! You must be 16 or over, but no upper limit.
£3.00 per week.
Shenley Brook End School (Astro-turf, all weather pitch)
More info from Tim, 16 Leonards Lee. 01908 522739
Thursday Club
Every Thursday afternoon.
2-3.30pm
If you enjoy Bingo and meeting new people. Everybody is welcome,
Shenley Brook End Village Hall
young, old, male or female.

Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each
month on Mondays, commencing at 7.15pm. at
Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft (opposite Westfriers).

Full Parish Council
Mar 23rd

Apr 27th

May 25th

Jun 22nd

Community Committee
Mar 9th

Apr 20th

May 18th

Jun 8th

Planning & Environment Committee
Mar 2nd

Apr 6th

May 11th

Jun 1st

Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, you can just turn up but it is a good idea to contact
the clerk on 01908 521538 or clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
beforehand to make sure that there have not been any changes to the
date and/or venue since going to press.
Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 25th May

Le Club Francais – For 3-9 year-olds
Every Saturday morning.
9.30am-12.30pm
No experience necessary
Shenley Brook End Village Hall
Call Julie on 561349 for further information
Loughton and Shenley Over 60’s Club
Every Wednesday afternoon.
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome.
Call Sylvia on 569165 for information

2.15-5pm

Shenley Christian Fellowship
Every Sunday morning.
10.30am-12noon
Creche available
Shenley Brook End School, 6th Form Centre
Every Sunday evening.
6.30-7.30pm. Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Call Chris on 504299 or Margaret on 231764 for information.
Little Acorns Group: For babies under 1 year & their mums. Tuesday
mornings 10 am - 11:15 am at SBE village Hall. No charge.
Acorns Toddler Group: For 1 - 5 year olds with their carers. £2 per family
per session. Every Thursday, 10:00 -12:00.Craft activity available.
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd Tuesday afternoon of every month except August.
2.30pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
New members always welcome. For more information:
Call Rosemary on 01908 521725 or Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through the basic steps of
square dancing. We meet on Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at
Ridgeway Community Centre, Furzton.
All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Rotaract Club of Milton Keynes
Rural Social and Community Group for 18-30 year olds
New members always welcome
1st and 3rd Monday of every month
Venues vary
Contact: Daren on 07717 154803 or Wendy on 07974 821370
Website: www10.brinkster.com/mkrotaract
To publicise an event in our FREE What’s On listing, send details to the
address below,
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Can We Help You?
Grants are available from the Parish Council
Any group, society, playgroup, or charitable
organisation in the Parish, or benefiting residents of
the Parish, can apply for a grant from the Parish Council. If you can
show us that the grant will be put to good use, we are only too
happy to help.
We will also provide space in The Parish News to publicise the work
of organisations receiving grants. We can include an article from any
organisation that benefits the community, irrespective of grant
applications. Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is
willing to publicise anything that helps local residents, so please let us
know about it.
Contact the Clerk by e-mail at clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
or telephone 01908 521538. or at the address at the foot of page 3.
An application form can be downloaded from the parish website at:
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

For advertising details, contact the Clerk on 01908 521538
To contribute to The Parish News, please write to:
The Clerk, Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council, 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
You can e-mail us at: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Visit our website at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.ukk
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council does not endorse any goods or services advertised in The Parish News

FINAL COPY DATE: May 1st 2009
Anything received after this date may not be accepted for the next issue.
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NO INCREASE IN PARISH PRECEPT NEXT YEAR
Your Parish Council has agreed an operational budget of £442,302 for the 2009/10 financial year beginning
in April.
THIS MEANS THAT THERE WILL BE NO NECESSITY FOR AN INCREASE IN THE CURRENT PRECEPT, AND ON AN
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY BASIS, THE PRECEPT WILL REMAIN AT ITS PRESENT LEVEL NEXT YEAR.
Your Parish Council is conscious that many residents are experiencing the effects of the current financial
crisis, and we have taken this decision not to increase the precept in recognition of this. The precept next
year, for a Band D property will remain at £43.50 per property, per annum.
Despite a zero increase in the precept, we will not be making any reductions in the level, or quality of the
services we provide. Indeed, we hope to recruit two new part-time youth workers, to enable us to increase
the breadth of activities we provide for young people in the parish.
The council and its committees meet regularly to deal with the many issues affecting life in the parish.
Residents are welcome to attend all of our meetings and details of these are published regularly in our
newsletter or can be obtained from the parish office or our website.

David Livingstone
Chairman

Order, Order!
Shenley Brook End School Triumphs in Parliamentary Debating Competition
A team from Shenley Brook End School has won
in an inter-school Parliamentary Debating
Competition which one of your Parish
Councillors, Iain Stewart, helped to organise.
The competition was open to all secondary
schools in Milton Keynes. Eight schools
competed in a series of heats, with the finalists
– Shenley Brook End and Ousedale – going head
to head in a final held in a Committee Room of
the House of Commons. The team from Shenley
Brook End - Guy Silberrad and Natasha
Rufurwokuda – won the closely-contested final.
Iain Stewart, who acted as “Speaker” for each of
the debates, said after the final,
“It has been a real privilege to help organise
this debating competition and give students a
platform to develop their public speaking skills.
The quality of debate has been extremely high and I hope that everyone who took part gained something from it. We hope to
make this an annual competition and look forward to seeing if Shenley Brook End can hold on to their crown next year!”
Parish Council Chairman, David Livingstone, acted as one of the judges in the heats. He commented,
“This has been a very worthwhile initiative, and I’m obviously delighted that a school in this parish came out on top.
Thanks are due to everyone involved for putting this event together.”
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Parish Warden’s Report
Gr affiti
During 2008 the amount of graffiti seemed
to rise quite dramatically around the parish.
In 2007 I logged 127 incidents whereas in
2008 these increased to 226. Despite this, I
think the graffiti is being removed more
quickly as the parish seems a lot cleaner of
graffiti than any other time that I have been
working as Parish Warden.
People have many different views on whether graffiti is art or
vandalism. Unfortunately, most of the graffiti found around the
parish are tags which look unsightly. Putting graffiti on other
people’s property is of course illegal.
Graffiti is criminal damage under the Criminal Damage Act 1971
(section 1). A fixed penalty notice may be issued for minor
graffiti offences but for more serious offences, if the value of
criminal damage exceeds £5,000, then you could receive a
custodial sentence up to 10 years if over 18, or a detention and
training order of up to 24 months for 12-17 year olds.
If the value of the damage is less than £5,000 the maximum
sentence for those aged 18 or over is three months
imprisonment or a fine of £2,500. For those aged 12-17 there
is no custodial provision although there is a range of
community sentences available to the court, such as
Reparation Orders and the Final Warning Scheme.
People have probably seen Andy Ridgway and me out around
the parish, clearing off as much graffiti as we can with the
equipment we have. Unfortunately we are restricted on where
we can remove graffiti as it sometimes causes more damage
without the right equipment. If there is graffiti that is too
much for us to handle, or on a surface that our kit will not work
on, or on utility equipment which we cannot touch, then we
pass it on to Milton Keynes Council.
Racist or offensive graffiti is usually removed within 48 hours
after being reported, but other items may take a long time to
be removed, as obviously the teams are quite busy around
Milton Keynes.
If you would like to report graffiti you can report it (giving as
much detail as possible) to Milton Keynes council by phone on
01908 252570, or email envservices@milton-keynes.gov.uk, or
on the website www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/recycling, and fill
out the form headed - ‘I would like to report:’ or alternatively
contact me, Mark Webber on 07970902357 or by email on
warden@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk and I will have a look and
then report it.

Mark Webber
Parish Warden

Youth Team Report
Over the winter months the Youth Team has
been working on getting more inside
sessions and continuing to run our sports
activities at outside venues across the
Parish. We are still running two football
sessions, plus one of basketball, while also
trying to organise a new youth club group
for Furzton and also a school based
environmental project.
Our newest project is our Young Women’s Multi Sports session
which runs on a Thursday Night from 6.30-7.30pm, offering
young women aged between 11-16 years the chance to come
along and join in some fun sports activities, meet up with new
and old friends, as well as meeting the youth team and getting
more exercise. This session is only an hour at the moment but
we are planning to extend it and make it a two hour experience.

Youth Team Report cont ....
Sports Youth work has become a great asset to the youth team
by offering us the chance to meet more young people and
provide fun throughout the winter. The two football sessions
we run, Shenley Brook End on a Wednesday and Tattenhoe on
a Thursday, give over 50 young people the chance to engage in
safe and fun activities,building their skill levels, and
encouraging them to make new friends. Our basketball sessions
are about half way through the season now and all those
involved have been showing great improvement. The group
meet from 5.30-6.30 every Monday for coaching also get a
chance to go and see a number of MK Lions games for free and
to compete in matches and tournaments against other youth
groups in MK.
We are currently trying to start a new youth session at Furzton
Pavilion, aimed at providing a place for youths to meet up and
relax. We have been going around the estate asking groups of
young people what they would like to see happening and a
youth session has come out top of the answers we have
received. The activities we are hoping to provide include DJ
Workshops, pool competitions, chill out time, movies, music,
and many other ideas that the local young people have shared
with us. We are hoping these sessions will start soon and
continue through the summer making use of the wonderful
outside space available.
We continue with our detached youth work during the winter
months patrolling the hotspot areas in different estates,
meeting all sorts of young people. These sessions allow our
youth workers to find out what young people want, advertise
our sessions and also encourage them to act sensibly. We also
check the range of play parks in the parish, looking for
evidence of misuse and reporting them to Mark (Parish Warden)
so he can get them sorted out.
February saw the second of the Milton Keynes Street Football
Tournaments come to our parish. This time around the
tournament was split into two, days offering more game time
to those involved and also allowing staff to tailor each day to
the needs of the individual age groups. This event was once
again very popular and it is hoped that future events can
continue to run at Tattenhoe so look out for the advertising on
notice boards around the parish and our web site. at
www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
It is nearly time again for the Easter school holidays and once
again the Parish Council will be providing Easter play sessions
at Shenley Brook End & Emerson Valley during the two week
break. Also keep an eye out for the ‘West Flank Family Fun
Days’ which will be operating out of Christ the Sower and Oxley
Park schools this Easter, offering fun activities for just £1 a
person.
The youth team continues to work with young people
throughout the parish helping provide a range of safe play
opportunities for them. If you would like further information
on what we offer then please check out our website or contact
me for more details.

Andy Ridgway
Youth Leader

DID YOU KNOW……
Recent changes in legislation in Parliament give Parish Councils
the power to issue Fixed Penalty Notices for such things as,
littering and dog fouling.
Your Parish Council has decided not to take up this opportunity,
possibly because none of us like hospital food! Seriously, we don’t
believe this is an appropriate role for local councils.
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Community Committee
Report

Planning & Environment
Committee Report

Wandering around the parish delivering some leaflets shortly
before Christmas I was struck by the wide variety of garden
developments. Everything was on display, from the ingenious
use of stone, wood and arrangement of flowers, shrubs and
trees. Indeed, the occasional comfortable seat was also
available by the front door offering a welcome respite after
what seemed like miles of walking.

We were pleased to welcome our newest Parish Councillor,
Laurie Wylie, onto the Committee at our December meeting.
His expertise gained in many years in the Fire Service will be
particularly valuable.

The variety of design reflected the wide variety of the parish
itself, which comprises eight grid squares, some as yet
undeveloped, and some industrial in the west and moving
further further afield, different communities such as
Kingsmead, Shenley Lodge, Emerson Valley and Furzton.
We are fortunate enough as a parish to have the Linear Park,
Furzton Lake, and Howe Park. We have the Westcroft Centre
where the parish office itself is located and from where our
warden and youth team operate.
One of our objectives as a community committee is to know and
support as many of the community activities as we can, and for
this we need your help to contact us and let us know you exist
and whether there is any support that we can offer.
We need you to get in touch with us at the parish office and
let us know about you. You will always be welcome at our
meetings which take place on the 2nd Monday of the month come and talk to us.
Over the last few years we made grants to many differing
projects and activities. Both Howe Park and Furzton Scout
Groups have benefitted from grants this year. We have recently
provided funding towards a music project at Emerson Valley
School organised by Milton Keynes City Orchestra. This is fully
reported on page 16 of this Parish News.

Neil Warden

With the changes to the planning regulations reported in the
last edition of the Parish News the number of applications
coming before the committee has reduced substantially.
However, although our workload in this direction has reduced
,the number of consultation papers descending upon us from
central and local government is on the increase, so we are
unlikely to run out of things to do!
One of the more significant of these documents is to do with
Strategic Housing Land which will require Local Authorities to
identify all opportunities which may exist within their
Authority to meet future housing needs. This means that Local
Authorities will need to identify sites within their locality
which have potential for housing development. These will
include areas such as car parks and unused garage blocks as
well as greenfield sites which have a boundary with urban
areas. The threshold for consideration will be the potential for
5 dwellings. This requirement will not pre-empt the normal
planning process and because a site is identified does not
necessarily mean it will be developed.
As a Parish Council we will register an interest in this
programme which will give us an opportunity to have input
into the process.
Parking still continues to be an issue and we are currently
involved in consultations on Residential Parking Standards and
Footway and Verge Parking. In considering these we will of
course take account of opinion which has been expressed by
residents in strong terms over many years.

Chairman, Community Committee

Keith Thomas

Chairman Planning & Environment Committee

Introducing Laurie Wylie
Having recently retired from Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue Service after 42 years very
active years service the opportunity to be co-opted onto the Parish Council seemed just
right to allow me to remain active and at the same time continue to add something back
to the community.
This is my second spell acting as a member for the local community, from 1999 till 2004 I
served on Newport Pagnell Town Council. As chair of the Recreation Committee I was able
to see the transformation of Middleton Swimming Pool, taken on by the Town Council and
now considered as a flagship recreation facility. At the same time I became very active in
securing a community centre adjacent to the swimming pool and most pleasing was the
project was procured though a great deal of self funding.
In the short time I have been with the Parish Council I have been very impressed by the dedication and application
of all staff and members in trying to put the residents first and actively engage on their behalf. The Western Sector
where we live has still some way to go in terms of development and the Parish Council is the local link to embrace
all the views of the community and try and ensure we deliver acceptable standards and resources as these new

developments will be here a long time after we have gone.

My wish is to make a positive contribution and sign off by saying I am just a normal person whom you can approach
on any matter which you feel is important to the community.

Laurie Wylie
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Edison Square Takes Shape
As we go to print, work has started on
the installation of new play equipment
in the park at Edison Square, Shenley
Lodge. Following complaints that the
park had fallen into disrepair and
become a focus of antisocial behaviour
the Parish Council has worked with local
residents, MK Council and the
Neighbourhood Action Group for two
years to bring the refurbishment to
fruition.
The majority of the funding for the
project has been provided through a
grant to the Parish Council by WREN
(Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd), a
non profit making organisation which
derives most of its funding from the
government’s landfill tax. Additional
contributions were made by MK Council
and our own Parish Council.
MKC are acting as project managers and
will be responsible for ongoing
maintenance.
The equipment was chosen by local
people
following
an
extensive
consultation and the park will now offer
a range of activities for all ages with a
multi-games court, as well as swings,
seesaws, exercise equipment and a
‘Petanque’ area. The wooded area
and the cloister area by the
entrance have been retained and
will be improved.
Weather permitting, the work
should be finished within the next
few weeks and the current building
site will be restored to a usable
area. A gala opening day is being
planned around Easter and we hope
to see many residents at the event
and enjoying the park for years to
come.
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Plans for New Parish Office
For many years, the Government has made clear that it wants decision-making and service delivery devolved closer
to those who pay for it – the public. This was enshrined in a White Paper published in 2008 – ‘Communities in
Control’. Although many of its ideas and suggestions will take years to implement, parish councils will be expected
to take on much of the extra work at this level.
Our parish is already the size of a small town, with 10,000 homes, a population of 22,500 and numerous schools,
shopping areas and other facilities. It is still a development area and, although construction has slowed during the
economic downturn, completion of work in Kingsmead South and Tattenhoe Park will swell these numbers to around
12,000 homes and more than 25,000 people. Delivering improved and increased services to this population will
inevitably need more staff and better offices. In preparation for this, we have been working for some time on the
possibility of a new office building to provide a central point of contact.

NE Elevation

This project has moved a step closer, with the identification of a suitable area of land to the rear of Westcroft District
Centre and the drawing up of plans for a facility to serve a number of community needs. The proposed building will
house the parish office and an area office for Thames Valley Police, together with a community centre (managed by a
committee of local people).

SE Elevation

Following a local consultation, a planning application was submitted and a decision on this was expected during
February. The building is designed to be distinctive and easily located without being obtrusive, so it is in scale with
surrounding properties and will use materials which blend with these. Located opposite the mall in the shopping
centre, it will be easy to reach on foot or by car and will provide a focal point for the community.

NW Elevation

Such buildings are, of course, expensive and the Parish Council has no intention of burdening residents with all of these
costs. We are seeking funding from central government and from some of the agencies responsible for development in
this region, in which we are being helped by Milton Keynes Council and others. Construction of the building will only
proceed when suitable and sufficient funds are available to allow this to be done and we will advise all our readers
when this is achieved.
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Global Warming 2009 Style!
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Shenley Brook End Village
Hall Quiz
The first Village Hall Quiz of 2009 was held on Saturday, January 25th.
As usual the quiz was set by the victorious team from last time, which
was ‘Flamengo’.
The questions for the 10 normal rounds in January’s Quiz were all set
by Martin Snell, while the picture round was the responsibility of John
Napper, and councillor Rosemary Drewett helped distribute question
papers and collate the results.
There was a good turnout and 12 teams did battle for the shield, prize
wine and the honour of running the next quiz in April.
Fish and chips were enjoyed by all at half time, and there was a raffle
with many prizes drawn while the final totals were added up.
Most rounds proved to be very tough, especially the ‘Dr. Who’ round
which is Martin’s speciality.
Most teams chose to
play their jokers, to
double their points,
in Round 9, which
was geography, and
proved to be a wise
move for most.
However, they were
all unable to catch
‘The (in)famous five’
who had used their
joker to good effect
in Round 3 and they took home the shield. Apparently it was their first
time at the quiz so don’t be put off if you fancy a go but have not yet
attended the quiz night. Contact Geraldine on 01908 867107 for
details.

MAKING A WILL
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a
Will. To die without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an
uncertain and stressful position. If you don’t have a valid Will
the Law will decide who inherits and this is unlikely to be
what you want for your partner or children. The survivor of an
unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose the
home where they lived.
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with
expert advice, counselling and guidance making a Will is not
expensive, difficult, stressful or emotional and takes about an
hour. If you have a Will it should be reviewed every 5 years.
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients
who have planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is
without comparison. If you are over 18 whatever your
circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. You should plan
to pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others as
much of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if
your parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your
inheritance that is at stake. We can help you all.
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by
providing powers of attorney enabling them to appoint
someone else to deal with their affairs if and when they can’t.
Call Ashley at Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer
for information, advice and to make an appointment for your
no obligation consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org.
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The sessions are open to all children aged 4-14 years. Parents are asked to accompany
children under three and join in the fun! Children may get messy or paint on their
clothes and there may be water activities, weather and venue permitting.
Please note the sessions are open access and children remain the responsibility of
their parents at all times, as children are free to come and go as they wish.

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

Milton Keynes Community Cup
Each year in October a “Community Cup” football tournament is
held in Milton Keynes jointly organised by Football 1st and the
Milton Keynes Dons Supporters’ Association (www.MKDSA.co.uk).
This event has been successfully held for the last six years and
continues to grow year on year.
This year’s event had generous sponsorship from the Parish
Council, The Football Supporters’ Federation and FARE. All those
involved would like to thank the sponsors for this year’s support
as sponsorship is becoming harder to find in these difficult
financial times.
The Community Cup was an all day event, split into two parts. The
morning session was
for Junior Teams who
received
coaching
from the MK Dons
FITC team and then
played small format
matches. After this,
the afternoon session
involved adult teams.
The idea was to
involve all the ethnic
groups from within
the local community. As well as becoming involved in the local
football scene there was an opportunity to integrate with other
members of the community, promoting a safer environment and
enriching the lives of those taking part.
We had teams representing Sikhs, Muslims, Africans, and Tamils
alongside teams from FITC and local community organisations. The
event was not aimed at established football teams but rather it
encouraged the various communities to form their own adult teams
to take part in a fun afternoon of social interaction through games
of football.
All those taking part were awarded a medal and there were 5 cups
to be won in different age categories. The games were 6 a side
with around 300 entrants. Fully qualified referees officiated and
volunteer stewards assisted. A good crowd of spectators made the
event a truly fun family day out.
During the break, a demonstration of wheelchair football was put
on by the recently
formed wheelchair
football team, a
local initiative lead
by ‘Football 1st’.
Entertainment was
provided in the
main
hall
by
various
groups
associated with the
teams and included
gospel
singing,
Bollywood dancing and music. No charges were levied on any
teams taking part and free food was provided for all the
competitors by DAAN, a local Indian take away.
This year saw Andy Ridgway once again working hard assisting
during the day. Andy encouraged lots of the youngsters from
around the parish to benefit from the morning session and assisted
throughout the day doing everything from score keeping to litter
picking!

Residents rally round to clean
up Shenley Brook End &
Emerson Valley
It was a cold, wet Saturday in November when the Emerson Valley
and Shenley Brook End Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) staged
their community clean-up morning, but despite this around 25
people took to the
green areas and
footpaths on the
2 estates to clear
the
area
of
dropped rubbish.
Litter is one of
three
Priority
Areas that the
NAG is addressing
on
the
two
estates and over
30 bags of street
litter were picked up by the volunteers during their two hour stint.
Locals were joined by Police Community Support Officers, Milton
Keynes Council workers, Parish Council staff and Councillors.
NAG Chair, Neil Warden, said, “There was a great community spirit
during the event, despite the weather, and I am very grateful to
those who took part. This event is just one of the ways we are
looking at dealing with the litter issue in our neighbourhood.”
Emerson Valley and Shenley Brook End NAG is made up of local
people and businesses, Thames Valley Police, Milton Keynes Council
and Shenley Brook End Parish Council. The NAG is tasked with finding
local solutions to problems identified by the neighbourhood. As well
as litter, the NAG has two other priorities to look into – underage
drinking and vandalism. Two more clean up days are planned on 4th
April and 19th September.
If you wish to find out more, please contact the Parish Council.
Details at the foot of page 3.
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Emerson Valley
Rugby Club Update
Many of you will have seen the start of the recent development at the
V2 end of Bowland Drive. We invited John Theobald, the President of
the Milton Keynes RUFC,and Secretary Gary Spinks to our last NAG
meeting.
We were given the history of then club, which goes back to the 19th
Century. This can be seen on their website www.mkrufc.com which I
would encourage you to visit.

Milton Keynes has an amazing 22 million trees. With so many
trees and many parks it’s easy to take them for granted, but
without them our city would lose its identity, our wildlife
would lose valuable habitat and our landscape would lose its
rich diversity and beauty.

It is anticipated that the club, complete with 2 pitches, will be ready
for the 2009 season starting in September although there has been
significant delay because of bad weather. They have a playing
membership of 150 with a full membership including relatives and
social members of some 500.
The teams comprises:
4 senior sides 17 years and over
2 Ladies sides
8 Junior sides 7 -17 years of age.
They are partners on the site with MKC and will be prime tenants on
a leaseback arrangement with the Council. The MK Baseball Club will
also become sub-tenants at a later date.
The season itself runs from 1st September until Mid-May. Games take
place on Saturday afternoons for the seniors and Sunday mornings for
the juniors. There are no evening games and the floodlights are for
training only and will be turned off by 9.00pm. Training evenings are
Tuesday and Thursdays. We were assured that to date, apart from
players, there are only 20 – 30 spectators per match.
As prime tenant the Club is currently negotiating the management
contract with MKC and many decisions have yet to be made. It is
intended that a bar will be open on match and training days, and may
operate until 11.00pm.
The club must put in a proper and comprehensive security package
that will include a management committee and the intention is to
have residents of Emerson Valley on that committee. A further
requirement is that the club must have a viable business plan
incorporated into the lease agreement. One important feature is that
the clubhouse and bar will be a controlled environment.
It is also intended to invite residents of Emerson Valley and other
parts of the parish to join the club, within the various classes of
membership that are available.
There are plans to use the clubhouse for social events with a strict
vetting process for those events. Also they would look to secure some
daytime activity such as nursery schools or play groups.
A key point is that the park will remain open and not be enclosed so
that the area remains open to residents to enjoy.
I was much encouraged by the tone of the meeting and the clubs’
willingness to ensure a satisfactory and friendly integration into the
Emerson Valley community, and that they have agreed to continue
working with the NAG and meeting with us on a regular basis.
I believe we have the opportunity of having a valuable sporting and
social facility. This could provide fun activities without too much
restriction on the enjoyment of the open space in Emerson Valley. To
that end I would also like to encourage feedback from you. As chair
of the NAG I can be contacted via email at clerk@shenleybrookendpc.gov.uk and marked for my attention.

Neil Warden
Chair Emerson Valley (NAG)

DID YOU KNOW……
Plans to build new houses in Kingsmead, Tattenhoe Park and
Westcroft, have all been put on hold. This is likely to be a result
of the current financial crisis. We’ll keep residents informed if the
situation changes.
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Landscape and trees need continuous care and The Parks Trust
spend over £4million each year to ensure that the trees remain
healthy, new plants are planted and the parks are maintained
to high standards. Everyone knows how much effort it takes to
look after even a small garden, but with over 4,500 acres the
Trust’s park rangers face a huge challenge to make sure that all
parks are checked on a regular basis. Volunteers play a vital
part in the Trust’s work by helping to carry out these checks on
a weekly or fortnightly basis.
Rover rangers perform simple checks on sites that are local to
them. They then report by email or phone on a weekly basis.
Since these checks can be completed at any time this
opportunity is brilliant for those with busy lives who want to
help out but can't spare lots of time.
Patrolling volunteers are assigned to carry out checks on signs,
benches etc at a specific park and then report back to us to
allow any defects to be dealt with swiftly and efficiently.
Martin Kincaid, volunteer co-ordinator, said: “We take great
pride in our parks and the reports our volunteers send to us are
invaluable. They help to ensure that our parks remain safe and
enjoyable for everyone to use.”
The Trust has many different volunteering roles. If anyone
would like to help care for their local parks, no matter how
much time they have available we will always be grateful to
hear from them. Contact The Parks Trust on 01908 233600 or
visit www.theparkstrust.com.
Next Event
Orienteering – mystified by maps and confused by compasses?
Discover how to use both while having fun in the parks. Join
the South Midlands Orienteering Club.
Sun 15 Mar at Shenley Wood 10.00-12.00 £3/person.
For more information about the work of The Parks Trust please
visit our website www.theparkstrust.com or contact us on
01908 233600.

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

Thames Valley Police Report

some basic crime prevention tips to help prevent you becoming a
victim of burglary.

As I write this article in mid January, Christmas has come and gone,
and is now a disappearing memory; 2009 has well and truly begun!

Amazingly 1 in 3 burglaries happen when doors and windows are left
open or unlocked, even when you are at home.

There has been a lot of movement, quite literally, amongst the team
based at Westcroft. In October Sergeant Dean Faulkner left the
Neighbourhood Team in order to take up a new role as one of the
Milton Keynes Custody Sergeants. Dean put a tremendous amount of
effort into ensuring that the Neighbourhood Action Groups were
successfully rolled out across the parish. His place has been filled by
Sergeant Lee Brace, and Lee brings with him a wealth of police
experience.

Don’t become a victim, don’t forget to lock up!

We have been extremely pleased to acquire additional office space,
located above the Shenley Brook End Parish Council office. This has
allowed me to move Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) and
Neighbourhood Officers from their previous base in Wolverton. I was
personally delighted with this as it means that Officers and staff are
now based where they should be, which is within the communities
they serve.
Following on from this, the Parish Council has agreed to part fund an
additional PCSO position which I believe is testament to the close
working relationship which has developed between the Parish Council
and Thames Valley Police. Jon Cowling has recently moved on to cover
Tattenhoe, having previously been based for 2 years on Shenley
Church End.
Furzton & Shenley Lodge has had a change of Neighbourhood
Specialist Officer (NSO), with the team now being led by PC Chris Bird.
Chris was previously the NSO for Stony Stratford, and has worked in a
neighbourhood role for several years.
A final move onto the team comes with the arrival of PC Katie
Cromwell. Katie will work with PC Simon Batchelor covering the
Emerson Valley & Tattenhoe areas and she will provide him with
additional support in ensuring a quality service to the residents in
these areas.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Fit British Standard deadlocks to external doors and always use
them – whether you are in or out.
Fit locks to all windows that a burglar could use and remember
to keep them locked – even if you are in.
Remove keys from locked windows/doors and keep them out of
sight and in a safe place.
Think about fitting a burglar alarm and if you have one,
remember to switch it on when you go out or go to bed.
If leaving your house empty, leave a light on and consider
fitting timer switches on lights - remember it may start getting
dark before you return.
Keep valuables out of sight.
Where possible, secure any side gates with a padlock. This will
restrict access to your rear garden and reduce the possibility of a
burglar using garden equipment to help gain access to your
property.
If you have a cat flap, ensure it is one which can be locked.

By following the above guidelines you will much reduce the chance of
suffering a burglary.

Richard Nicholls
Inspector

DID YOU KNOW……
This parish is home to a medieval village in Tattenhoe; a moat at
Roscombe Place in Shenley Brook End, and a medieval church,
St.Giles, in Tattenhoe.

I would like to now close this article by drawing your attention to
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Community Centres in the Parish of
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe
SHENLEY BROOK END

SO UTH FURZTON

KINGS MEAD

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

South Furzton
Community Centre

Kingsmead
Community House

Egerton Gate,
Shenley Brook End

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton

37 Picton Street,
Kingsmead.

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
• Children’s Dance Classes
• Christian Fellowship (Thursday mornings)
• Fusion After School Club • Karate for Children
• Puddles Pre-School • Sugar Guild
• Shenley Stitchers (Cross-stitch)
• Weightwatchers

SHENLEY BROOK END

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall
Church End Road,
Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530

Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
• Brownies • Dance Group
• Fitness & Self-defence • Healing Group
• Mums & Tots • Nifty 60s • Red Dragon Karate

EM ER S ON V ALLEY S OU T H

River Valley Centre
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
• Playgroup (Pre-School)
• Rainbows • Brownies • Guides
• Parent and Toddler • WeighTwatchers
• Mini-Strikers • Little Ninjas/Taekwondo
• Slimming World

EM ER SO N V ALLEY NO R TH

Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Lyn on 01908 367329
Regular Users of the Centre
• Chinese Community Groups
• Church Group • Ducklings Pre-school
• Kick-Boxing • Mothers & Toddlers
• Spanish & French Lessons
• SWASP After Schools Holiday Club
• Weightwatchers • Yoga

NO RTH F URZTO N

14

Regular Users of the Centre
• Musical Melodies
• Kingsmead Pre-school
• Parent & Toddler Group
(Tuesdays)
• New groups would be welcome
• Available for private hire

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

Regular Users of the Centre
• Busy Bees Mums & Tots
(9.30 - 11.30am Tuesdays)
• Acorns Mums & Tots
(9.45am - 12.15pm Thursdays)
• Kathy's Kiddies Musical Melodies
(9.30 - 11.30am Wednesdays)
• Hatha Yoga Stress Relief
(7.30 - 9.00am Thursdays)
• Ladies Dance Exercise Classes
(7.30 - 8.30pm Fridays)
• Aerobics/Pilates (6.30 - 8.30pm Wednesdays)
• Bingo (2 - 3.30pm Thursdays)
• Le Club Francais (9.30am - 12.30pm Saturdays)
• Impact After School Club
(3 - 6pm Monday - Friday)

Telephone for bookings:
Call Naveed Ahmed
on 01908 330251

T ATT EN HOE

Ridgeway
Community Centre

Tattenhoe Pavilion

Dulverton Drive, North Furzton

Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.

Telephone for bookings:
Call Mrs Luxon on 01908 503974

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038

Regular Users of the Centre

Regular Users of the Centre

• Beavers & Cubs • Geological Society
• Keyne Crafters • Maths & English Clubs
• Naiken System
• Over 60s Keep Fit & Line Dancing
• Rosemary Conley Fitness & Diet
• Square Dancing • Scottish Dance
• Taekwondo • Tutti-Frutti Pre-school

• Ahmadmus Muslim Association
• Cheeky Monkeys Kids Club
• Ducklings Pre-school • EJP Football League
• MK Seishin Aikido Club • Wendy’s Aerobics
• Kathy’s Kiddies Musical Melodies
• Tairyoku Shotokan Karate Club
• Tattenhoe Parents & Toddlers • Tumble Tots

WESTCROFT

Westcroft
Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 253154
or 01908 253334
Regular Users of the Centre
• After School Club
(SWASP)
• Ducklings Pre-school
• Ismalis Group
• Jesus Fellowship Church
• MK Pipe Band
• MK Embroiderers' Guild
• MK Society of Artists
• weightwatchers

SH ENLEY LO D GE

Shenley Lodge
Meeting Place
Faraday Drive,
Shenley Lodge
For bookings
contact:
Wendy
on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
• Bosom Pals
• NCT Baby Club
• Shenley Lodge Pre-School
• Shenley Christian Fellowship
• Reflection/Meditation Group

SHENLEY BROOK END & TATTENHOE PARISH COUNCIL

Energy saving light bulb myth
buster

Changing Waste Services
From March, the contract for waste services in Milton Keynes run by
Cory will be taken over by Serco Group on a new contract.
Serco have long-term plans for changes and improvements to all
services, including street cleaning and litter picking. The weekly
collections will continue as at present, but one of the first changes
will be that the practice of collecting sacks into piles (advancing) will
be phased out as a matter of urgency. All refuse sacks will be
collected from individual properties. This will reduce the number of
burst bags through double handling and will help with identification
of misplaced items in the bags.

Why use them?
Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) use 80% less electricity, save
you about £3 a year each, and last up to 12 times longer than old
fashioned tungsten bulbs.
What are they?
Think of them as compact versions of the strip lights in work places
since the 1950s.

There is a serious need to reduce the volume of bio-degradable waste
going to landfill sites. There is already a charge of £40 for every tonne
of waste to these sites and MK Council will face penalties in the future
for exceeding permissible levels. These are currently set at £150 per
tonne and the penalties could reach £6 million per year on this figure.
The penalties are predicted to rise substantially in coming years so
recycling is becoming ever more important. Milton Keynes already
has a good record in recycling but the aim is to increase this from 38%
to around 55% in the near future, with an eventual target of around
65%. Serco will be promoting re-use and recycling of items and plans
include borough-wide collection of kitchen and garden waste for
composting, for which green bins and food caddies will be provided.

Have they improved?
You can now get all shapes and sizes, fittings and levels of brightness,
including 150W equivalent and dimmable options. A recent blind test
of 761 shoppers, found that 64% preferred the light from them.

There will undoubtedly be hitches and errors in the changeover, but
residents should not be greatly inconvenienced by the change and
should see a better service in the long run.

Is it better to leave them running?
No, switching them on uses the equivalent electricity as leaving them
on for a few minutes. Most now light instantaneously.

PARISH COUNCILLOR

How should I dispose of them?
Use the service your local council provides for the safe disposal of
fluorescent tubes.

A casual vacancy exists for a Parish Councillor
in the Parish of
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe

Is mercury an issue?
Ironically, installing CFLs ought to help reduce the need for coal-fired
electricity production - a major cause of global mercury emissions.
CFLs contain mercury about 5mg. Locked into its tube, this is
harmless.
What should I do if I smash one?
Ventilate the room for 15 minutes. Put on your rubber gloves, brush
the bits into a bag, seal it and drop it at your local waste and recycling
centre next time you visit.
Are tungsten bulbs banned?
No. Manufacturers have agreed to withdraw them for sale, starting
with 100W this year, 60W in 2010 and 40W in 2011.
Where can I find out more?
Contact the Energy Saving Trust on 0800 512 012.

Progress on Allotments
We have recently completed the transfer of ownership of a small
allotment site at Stoneleigh Court, Westcroft after lengthy
negotiations with the developers. Plots have been allocated to
residents in the immediate area, who have waited patiently for
these to become available.
Elsewhere, we have been able finally to complete the water
connection to the allotment site at Wimborne Crescent in
Westcroft, which should make life a little easier for tenants in the
next growing season.
We are also in preliminary discussions on the acquisition of a
further new site in Westcroft, which will eventually provide
additional plots for people in the Westcroft and Oxley Park grid
squares. It will take up to 12 months to bring this on stream but
we will ensure this is done as quickly as possible.

Persons interested in this voluntary position
please contact:
The Parish Clerk 6 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District
Centre, Milton Keynes MK4 4DE
Tel: 01908 521538
or e-mail: clerk@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Annual Parish Meeting
25th April 2009 at 7:30 pm
at:

The Parish Office, 6 Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft District Centre MK4 4DE

This meeting is open to all electors and is
an opportunity for residents to raise any
issues or matters affecting life in the parish.

DID YOU KNOW……
The Parish Council contributes 50% of the costs of two Police
Community Support Officers, (PCSOs), who work exclusively within
the parish. There are a total of six PCSOs working in the parish.
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Community Spot
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An opportunity
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for local
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Parish Council Grant Contributes to Emerson Valley School
Project with Milton Keynes Orchestra
For the last six weeks Emerson Valley School children have thoroughly enjoyed their Thursday afternoons. Sixty children from Year
4 and 5 had the opportunity to take part in the ‘Creatures Project’ part funded by the Parish Council. This has enabled them to
work with local artists, storytellers and musicians from Milton
Keynes City Orchestra.
They have created their own story with a ‘creatures theme’ using
music, drama and story telling skills. Quotes from the children
reflect their enthusiasm for this wonderful project, which
culminated in a performance in the foyer of Milton Keynes
Theatre on Sunday 15th February.
“I have enjoyed learning to act and am really excited about
going to Milton Keynes Theatre” - Millie
“It’s nice to have the experience of something like this because
I’m creative and love art” - Leah
“It’s really fun! I did the orchestra composition” - Josephine
“My favourite part was doing poses for the cool fox” - Tomiwa
“I have enjoyed everything because I had loads of fun.
P.S. Music is fun!!!!” - Pratham

The ‘Creatures’ concert provided a glorious finale to a music and activity day
organised by Jackie Allen, Education and Outreach officer for the City Orchestra in
partnership with Milton Keynes Theatre and The Gallery.
There was a full, free programme of
animal animation, ‘Make it’ sessions to
create costumes for the day and ‘Try it’
sessions with musical instruments
provided by Yamaha.
In the theatre foyer the children of
Emerson Valley School and Ashbrook
School then staged confident and
wonderful performances of verse, music
and drama.
Each school produced their own unique work over a six-week period, with support
from musicians from the orchestra and local storyteller Yaw Asiyama. This fine
community work would not have been
possible without support from a large
number of local companies and
organisations. The Parish Council
awarded a grant of £2,000 to the City
Orchestra to enable Emerson Valley
School to participate.
Hundreds of children and parents came to Milton Keynes Theatre on Sunday afternoon
to enjoy the ‘Musical Zoo’ at the ‘Creatures’ Concert performed by Milton Keynes City
Orchestra. The young members of Milton Keynes Music Service played alongside the
professional musicians and ‘Zoo Keeper’ presenter Lee Stanley, all under the baton of
Principal Conductor Sian Edwards.
The Parish News is published by the Parish Council of Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe.
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