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With this spring edition
of the Community News
you will have received a
copy of the very first
edition of The Parish
News, which was first
issued in 1996, making
this our 21st
Anniversary Edition.
We hope you enjoy
reading about our
Parish in 1996.

Milton Keynes is 50 years old this year and
there are many events being held throughout
the year around Milton Keynes for everyone
to get involved in. Visit the Milton Keynes
Council website for more information.
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Chairman’s Column
In the last two editions of this newsletter, I have made references to the state
of the landscaping, weeds and street cleansing in our Parish. Due to budget
cuts Milton Keynes Council (MKC) are scaling down their activities and will
eventually only support their statutory duties which do not include
landscaping or street cleansing and they have already stopped weed spraying.
The Parish Council have therefore taken the decision, that to keep our Parish clean and tidy, we will
take over these duties from 1st April 2017. Following discussions with Milton Keynes Council
officers we have been working towards fulfilling that decision with our Parish Manager, and
Wardens.
To fund this we will receive a small grant from Milton Keynes Council but we will have to put up the
precept by £1.19 per month on a band D property. This will give us sufficient funds to be able to
undertake this work to the standard of past years instead of having the mess of last year. We now
have three full time wardens plus the allotment officer who splits her time between Allotments and
Warden duties. The warden team have all been trained to take on weed spraying and will also
undertake the minor grass cutting and shrub control work as well as litter picking and general
maintenance. Major works requiring specialised equipment such as ride on grass cutters and
chainsaws will be put out to contractors. Tree works and all work on grid roads will not be
undertaken as MKC will keep those in-house.
The team have been undertaking all the necessary training and will each be responsible for their
own allocated grid squares. They will carry out their tasks to the very best of their ability but if
they should initially miss something in your area or you have any queries, questions or concerns
regarding anything, please do not hesitate to contact us on the dedicated email address we have
set up. You should give full information and precise location. The email address is
reportit@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk. This email address will be monitored by Sharon our Parish
Manager who is the line manager for the team and she will allocate the email to the warden
responsible for the area concerned.
If you do not have access to email, or it is an urgent problem, please telephone the office. We
would however prefer you to email where possible as this will give us a paper trail to ensure the
work is undertaken and monitored.
This is a big undertaking for the Parish Council staff but will achieve some good outcomes for this
parish. We are finding out through maps supplied by MKC which areas we have responsibility for
and would ask for your patience initially if something is missed and promise that we will all do our
best to restore pride in our parish.

Jean Nicholas
Chairman Parish Council

Pink Sacks
Please note that we have resumed stocking pink sacks
which are now available for collection at the Parish
Office between 9am and 5pm Monday to Thursday and
between 9am and 4.30pm on a Friday.
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Parish Council Meeting Dates
Meetings of the full Parish Council and its committees are held each month on Mondays
(*denotes a Tuesday) at 7:15 pm. at our
Parish Office, 1 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DB
Full Parish Council
Mar 27th
Apr 24th
May 22nd(AGM) Jun 26th
Community Committee
Mar 13th
Apr 10th
May 15th
Jun 12th
Planning & Environment Committee
Mar 6th
Apr 3rd
May 8th
Jun 5th
Members of the public are welcome at any of these meetings.
If you wish to attend, just turn up but you may wish to contact Rebecca on 01908 521538
beforehand to check that there have not been any changes.

Ward Councillors and Local MP
Contact Information

Can We Help You?

Bletchley West Ward

Grants are available from
the Parish Council

Mick Legg (Labour) 07920 103239
Nigel Long (Labour) 01908 376141
Maggie Geaney (Conservative) 07986 608492
Shenley Brook End Ward
Hiten Ganatra (Conservative) 07974 444114
Peter Cannon (Lib Dem) 07966 197864
Chris Williams (Lib Dem) 01908 503717
Tattenhoe Ward
Edith Bald (Conservative) 07917 021911
Geetha Morla (Conservative) 07908 589209
Gerald Small (Conservative) 07597 909813
Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes
South
Iain Stewart - MP’s Office 01908 686830

Any group, society, play-group, or charitable
organisation in the Parish, or benefiting
residents of the Parish, may apply for a grant
from the Parish Council. If you can show us
that the grant will be put to good use, we are
only too pleased to help.
We will also provide space in the Community
News to publicise the work of organisations
receiving grants. We can include articles from
any organisation that benefits the community,
irrespective of grant applications. Shenley Brook
End & Tattenhoe Parish Council is willing to
publicise anything that helps local residents, so
please let us know about it. Contact Rebecca by
email rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookendpc.gov.uk, telephone 01908 521538,or letter.

For contributions to the Community News, contact Rebecca on 01908 521538 or write to
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council, 1 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft District
Centre, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DB
You can also email us at:- rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk or visit our website
at:- www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk
Shenley Brook End & Tattenhoe Parish Council does not subscribe to, or endorse any political party.
Articles are accepted for inclusion in Community News subject to space availability and at the
discretion of the Parish Council

FINAL COPY DATE for the next issue : May 5th 2017 - Anything received after this date
may not be accepted.
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THE

OVER 60’s

CLUBS

Both Clubs meet at the Parish Office every
Wednesday and Thursday, from 2pm to 4pm
1 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft, Milton Keynes, MK4
4DB

The Diamond Club got into the Christmas spirit early with the showing of a film ‘The Choir’
about a boy soprano, starring Dustin Hoffman, with some wonderful choral music - a really
‘feel good’ film. This was followed up with our trip to the Birmingham Christmas Market,
then our Christmas lunch at the Toby and finally, just before the big day, Pat kindly
hosted afternoon tea with a quiz and carol singing.
Pauline and Charlie brought us all down to earth again in January with another brain
teasing quiz. Having entertained us early in November with his talk on cruising the West
Coast of Africa, David continued his journey in January by taking us round the Cape of
Good Hope and up the East Coast.
Some of us enjoyed trips to Milton Keynes Theatre to see ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ and
‘Funny Girl’ while others, in complete contrast to the glorious music of The Choir were
treated to a film about Florence Foster Jenkins – who thought she could sing but couldn’t
– starring Meryl Streep.
Our second club, the Emerald Club, started on 19th January and is run by Karen Wheeler, on a Thursday, from 2 4pm. We had an extensive waiting list which led to the start of this new club. Over 30 new members have now
joined and are busy getting to know each other. They enjoy coffee and a chat, sharing books, doing puzzles and
playing bingo. They have been discussing other types of activities and trips they are interested in, with both clubs
joining together for any trips that are arranged throughout the year.
We are a group of like-minded senior residents of the Parish who get together to enjoy a varied programme of
activities chosen by members and organised by both Pat Morris and Karen Wheeler.
We are currently holding a waiting list. If you would like to register your interest, please contact Rebecca at
the Parish Council Office on 01908 521538, or Email: rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Before and After
Karen, our Allotments and Landscape Officer, has been working very hard to refurbish the many benches
around the Parish. These pictures show the fantastic transformation of one of the benches she has
worked on, in Kingsmead.

ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE
The Parish Council currently has plots available for rent at a number of
sites around the parish.
If you would like more information or to apply for an allotment or if
you have any queries or ideas regarding your allotment please contact:
Karen on 01908 521538 or email: karen.wheeler@shenleybrookendpc.gov.uk
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Caroline Haslett Primary School
Happy new year to everyone. We finished 2016 on a high note with what is becoming the traditional staff
pantomime. December’s performance was Aladdin and as usual, everyone had great fun both performing and watching
the production.
Our Year 6 children have continued with their public spirited efforts this year. On Thursday 19th January, six of them
ran a fundraiser for Willen Hospice. They sold a variety of sweets, hama beads and other treats in addition to “Guess
the name of the teddy”, tombola and “decorate a biscuit” stands. Sponsored silences during the week added to their
amazing final total of £310. Well done to those children involved and thank you to everyone who contributed to this
worthy cause.
Our current big campaign is fundraising to build a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) on the school field. As a launch
event, on Friday 10th March, six members of staff are going to ride an exercise bike for 24 hours! All of the children
in school will also have the opportunity to be involved.
Alongside the 24 hour cycle, the team will be holding a raffle, tombola and
cake stall on the same day. Therefore, we are looking for help with the
following: cake donations, raffle prizes, tombola prizes, T-shirts (for the
team to wear on the event), T-shirt printers (to print sponsor logos on our
t-shirts), match fund companies and businesses to sponsor the team.
There will be a live feed of the cycle ride and we are offering businesses the
opportunity to pay £50 to have their company logo featured on the feed
page on the website.
If you, your employer or anybody else you may know
are able to help, please contact the school office or
email: jvarlow@carolinehaslett.miltonkeynes.sch.uk
Website:
www.haslett.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
carolinehaslettprimary

Twitter:

@CHPSMK5

IF YOU’VE MOVED HOUSE
When you move, you don’t get registered
at your new address automatically, even
if you pay council tax. If you don’t register
yourself you may not be able to vote in
upcoming elections or referendums.

HOW DO I REGISTER AT MY
NEW ADDRESS
Registering to vote is straightforward.

1.
2.
3.

Go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
Fill in your name, address, date of birth and a few other details. You’ll also need your National
Insurance number, which can be found on your National Insurance card, or in official paperwork
such as payslips, or letters about benefits or tax credits.
Look out for confirmation from your local electoral registration staff to say you’re registered.

If you don’t have access to the internet, or have difficulty using it, your local electoral registration staff
will be able to help you to register. Please call 01908 254706 or email elections@milton-keynes.gov.uk
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Citizens Advice Milton Keynes is a local charity that has been providing advice, support and assistance to
communities across the city since 1972.
The organisation advises people on important issues affecting their daily lives; such as debt, welfare benefits, and
housing. They can also help you if you’re having problems at work or you’re going through a relationship breakdown
and can refer you to a range of other organisations even if your problem is something they can’t deal with. For many
people they are the first ‘port of call’ in resolving a range of problems that may be worrying them.
Citizens Advice Milton Keynes has a large network of community based outreaches across the city where people can
access advice without always having to attend the main office in Midsummer Boulevard. Since September 2016 the
bureau has been offering a new, fortnightly outreach service from Westcroft Library funded by Shenley Brook End
& Tattenhoe Parish Council.
This service is available to anyone living in
•

Shenley Brook End

•

Tattenhoe & Tattenhoe Park

•

Westcroft

•

Emerson Valley

•

Kingsmead

•

Shenley Lodge

•

Furzton

All the advice services are free, confidential and impartial. To help the adviser resolve your enquiry more quickly, it’s
always a good idea to bring any paperwork with you to the appointment that relates to your enquiry, for example – if
you are having problems with your landlord or the property you rent, bring your tenancy agreement and rent
statement with you.
Ben Thomas, Director of the charity; says he hopes the service will be well used by residents
‘There’s no doubt that talking things through with someone is the first step in moving forward. Last year 4 in every 5
people who used our services told us that our help improved their quality of life.’’.
Appointments can be arranged by contacting Citizens Advice directly on 01908 604475 or emailing
advice@mkcab.org.uk. Appointments are held fortnightly on Thursdays at – Westcroft Library,10 Barnsdale
Drive, Westcroft, Milton Keynes, MK4 4DD
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Youth Activities
New Furzton Youth Club
We are now running our new redesigned Furzton Youth Club from the Ridgeway community centre. The
new space is not only a lot larger, more inviting, and easier to access but we will also be able to provide
more fun.
Our previous youth club had been running from the Furzton Sports Pavilion since 2009 and although the
outside space was amazing the inside space was cramped and not very welcoming during winter. The new
youth club is close to the Local shops, has a fully equipped kitchen and is more than double the space.
We hope that we can use this new space to provide for a wider range of people and to build up a fun and
entertaining evening for them to enjoy.
Furzton Youth Club is every Tuesday evening from 4.30-6.30pm and admission is totally free. If you are
aged between 11-18 years and are looking for a safe fun place to go, then why not come along and join
the fun. We provide arts, crafts, games, cooking activities, PS4, Xbox, and lots more. Help us build a fun
enjoyable space for all young people.
Westcroft youth club
We are also looking for new members for our Westcroft youth club. Running from the Westcroft Sports
Pavilion on a Wednesday and Thursday evening 5-7pm. Open to anyone between the ages of 11-18 years,
this session has lots of activities and games designed to provide a safe space for young people to go
meet their friends and build other strong relationships. We are open all year round and it’s totally free to
attend.
The Sports Pavilion is centrally based on the estate and once the evenings improve we have access to
amazing outdoor space and we are close to the local centre and play parks. Why not come along and help
us build a fun exciting place for the youth of our Parish to enjoy.
Easter Play in the parks
As always we will be funding the Play Association to provide lots of fun in our Parks this Easter. We will
have four sessions running over the two week school break, providing a bouncy castle, arts, crafts,
games, sports and much more.
These sessions run in the open air so are very weather reliant although the teams will always try to keep
some activities running for the ones who brave the conditions, as long as it is safe.
This year our sessions are running from 10am-12.30pm on Tuesdays at Emerson Valley and on
Wednesdays at Shenley Brook End. We hope to see a large number of you down there to enjoy the fun.

Emerson Valley School’s Amazing Young Voices
Children from Emerson Valley School recently performed at The O2 in London as
part of a choir of 7,810 children. Since September, 30 children from Years 5 and 6
have been busy learning lyrics and dance moves for a varied repertoire of music.
The songs included Five Guys named Moe, Calon Lan, Stronger Together and Hold
Back the River. The children loved the experience of performing alongside artists
such as Soul-Jazz singer Natalie Williams, the Beatbox Collective and the talented
Tabby Callaghan.

Merebrook Infant School Visit Dobbies Garden Centre
Merebrook Infant School’s Year 1 children visited Dobbies Garden Centre in
February 2017 where they learned about plants and healthy foods. During their
visit they made some delicious healthy fruit skewers and had fun planting
runner bean plants. The children have brought the plants back to school where
they will water them and watch them grow. I wonder if they will grow as tall
as Jack’s beanstalk?
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Gardening with Ginnie
Fruit trees
With the gardening catalogues now full of fruit trees to grow in pots on your patio, growing your own fruit
now doesn’t need a large garden.
Patio fruit trees such as apples, plums, pears, figs, cherries and even more exotic Kumquats and Kiwis are
available grafted onto dwarf root stock, so that a large pot will support the tree for many years. Most from
the internet will be bare rooted and are available from November to April. Garden centres will have the more
expensive trees already potted and these are available all year round. The tree should be planted in good
growing compost and this should be fed regularly with a good fertiliser especially formulated for this
purpose to ensure the compost doesn’t get “spent”
Unless you have several trees or a neighbour who also grows fruit trees, ensure you pick a self fertile variety.
Braeburn for eating (see my photo) or Bramley for cooking are my favourites. I also have Conference pear
and Victoria plum (see in full blossom in my photo) As I did not prune hard each year my 12 year old trees
have been moved into the borders but if you keep fruit trees well pruned they will last a lot longer in their
pots.
Soft Fruit
Soft fruit is very successful in pots. I grow blueberries which are especially suited for pots and are very
prolific fruiters (see my photo). They are available in three types early, mid season and late season and they
will fertilise each other. This way I have blueberries for my breakfast cereal from May through to late
September. Blackcurrants, redcurrants, raspberries and strawberries all grow well in pots and the latter is
now available to grow in hanging baskets.
• Blackcurrants require careful pruning. A third of the main stems should be cut back hard each year as
the best fruits will grow on one year old wood. Redcurrants are slow growing and do not need so
much pruning.
• The best raspberries for patio pots are the autumn fruiting ones which can be grown on canes formed
into a wigwam. Autumn Bliss is the best variety for this as its roots do not grow so deeply and the
canes are usually only 3 to 5 feet high. Raspberry canes should be cut down to ground level in
February.
• Strawberries are always good grown in pots and there are many different designs available from
barrels to terracotta pyramids and now hanging baskets. Any pot where the plant and strawberries
can hang down away from slugs works well.
All soft fruit attracts the birds so growing in pots also makes it easy to protect your fruit. I use old net
curtains just thrown over the whole plant or I weave cotton thread around the bush in a maze which once
the birds wings touch it they will not return.
With all fruit in garden situations the biggest problem you are likely to get is bugs of all types. Most garden
centres will stock fruit tree pest controller, usually in the form of a concentrated liquid which you can dilute
with water and spray onto the trees. This should be done from early spring every fortnight until late
autumn. EXCEPT when there is blossom either showing as buds or open as this will burn and you will lose
all of your fruit. Once the blossom has dropped and tiny fruit are showing you should recommence spraying.
Some of the stronger sprays do not need to be used so often but check the label to find the required
frequency.
Enjoy a fruitful garden this summer

Windmill Hill Garden and Allotment Association is a voluntary non-profit making organisation which
welcomes all leisure gardeners.
Our main activity is to bulk-buy a range of gardening items like seed potatoes, onion and shallot sets,
garlic bulbs: vegetable, flower, grass and manure seed: potting composts, ‘gro-bags”, fertiliser: plant
pots, seed and gravel trays: Rootrainers: SoilBlockers: Mainframe: canes, fleece, mesh, netting, sheeting
etc., the greater majority of which Members are able to buy at reduced prices.
To Join the Association, visit The Hut situated within the allotment site just off the V2 at. the east end
of Rosemullion Avenue, Tattenhoe, MK4 3AH. Email: info@whgaa.org
Website: www.whgaa.org
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Drew Davidson (age 10) of Tattenhoe had a very
successful 2016 karting campaign in the Honda Cadet class
for 8-13 year old budding racing drivers.
Racing three times a month in three different championships,
Drew finished the year as vice champion at Rissington Kart
Club in the Cotswolds, 4th at Shenington Kart Club near
Banbury, and 6th at Whilton Mill Kart Club near Daventry.
Marking a strong end to the season, he was also awarded a
trophy for Most Improved Honda Cadet by Shenington Kart
Club in a 38 driver championship at an awards night in
Stratford upon Avon on 7th January.
The local boy with big ambitions started karting at Daytona in 2012 and since then has worked hard to
get in touching distance of the British Championships. This year Drew will continue racing in Honda Cadet
at a range of circuits between Kent and Glasgow.

Pudsey’s surprise visit to Emerson Valley School
Emerson Valley School Choir was one of six school choirs from
Milton Keynes who performed at MK Stadium in November for the
televised Children in Need Appeal. At lunchtime, during
rehearsals, the children had a surprise visit from the BBC film
team and Pudsey himself! One excited choir member said “I will
never forget the moment when I turned around and saw him
standing at the back of the choir; he picked up a tambourine and
joined in!”
The choirs had a fantastic experience on a chilly afternoon and
evening at the Stadium. They sang ‘Lean on Me’ on live TV, while
the camera teams moved around the country including Glasgow,
Liverpool, Cardiff, Belfast , Sheffield, Bridlington and Milton Keynes. The children performed and
behaved beautifully. Thank you, Children In Need Team, for helping make memories for children at
Emerson Valley School.

Josh Confue 10SSA of Shenley Brook End School - U15 Buckinghamshire
County Rugby Squad selection
Congratulations to Josh who has been selected to represent Buckinghamshire County
Squad for the forthcoming year.
Josh’s coach at Milton Keynes Rugby Club, Dan Pearson, explained that “Josh was
highlighted for his work-rate and ability at the breakdown. For someone who has only
come back into the game in the last two months it’s a great achievement and I am
chuffed to bits for him”.
This represents an excellent achievement for Josh who will play alongside the best players from the
county and undoubtedly benefit from challenging himself against a higher calibre of opponent. It goes to
show that if you give your all to what you enjoy you can achieve great things….Congratulations Josh and
good luck!

The Food Bank would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to Shenley Brook End and
Tattenhoe Parish Council for recently approving a much needed £1000 Grant. This crucial
funding will be used to support the warehousing and transportation elements of our
operation so that we can continue to serve those in need in Milton Keynes.
Funding from the Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe Parish will enable the Food Bank to feed those
living within the parish, who would otherwise go hungry, struggle to cope, or resort to high interest
loans.
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Emerson Valley School - MK Dons Tournament Our school football team took part in the finals of the MK
Dons Schools tournament on Friday 27th January after qualifying from the group matches the previous
week. The final twelve teams that had qualified came together on Friday for a chance to represent MK Dons in
the regional finals at Reading. The teams were split into two groups and played each other in a league basis
before the top two teams from each group went through to the semi finals. The team went on from their
group to progress to the semi finals to play Linslade School who were favourites to win the tournament. In a
very tough game which both teams worked very hard in but created few chances,
it took a piece of brilliance and skill from Riber T with a minute to go to score and
win 1-0. The favourites had been knocked out and we had made the final against
Southwood School.
In a very one sided final in which we hit the post and bar seven times, had two
shots blocked off the line and James L only needing to make one save the team
had to settle for penalties. Three penalties from each team for a chance to win the
tournament. Unfortunately for us, Southwoods luck continued in the penalty
shootout and they won 2-1. The eight boys were devastated as they hadn't
conceded a single goal in their twelve games, a total of an hour and 45
minutes. They represented the school magnificently with behaviour, teamwork and
sportsmanship after every game and congratulated Southwood. Well done to all
the boys: James L, Joel A, Kyle B, Tyrone S, Joshua B, JD W-T, Dylan E, Riber T.
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Community Committee Report
The Community Committee meet at 7.15pm on the second Monday of every month in the Parish offices at
Westcroft. All residents are welcome to attend to raise any concerns, give ideas or to just observe.
Our Parish Youth Team continues to work with and help the younger residents of our parish.
We now run two clubs for the over 60’s in our parish, the Diamond club on a Wednesday afternoon and the
Emerald club on Thursday afternoons. If you are interested in joining them please contact Rebecca in the office.
We will continue to support local organisations with funding for activities or services that will benefit local
residents. In January we gave a grant of £1000 to the Milton Keynes Food bank. The Food Bank provided
emergency food aid to 168 Shenley Brook End and Tattenhoe parish residents in the past year and expects to
have a similar number or more this year. The emergency food parcels to parish residents support individuals and
families during a time of crisis such as a job loss, debt, benefit changing or other extreme circumstances. It
covers the days and weeks until the service users are back on their feet or other support has come into play.
I would like to remind you all that we are very willing to hear from any groups or organisations who would like
financial help with their activities that support the residents of this parish in any way. Please contact our Parish
Office for more information and they will be happy to give advice.
The Parish Council is also involved in the running of the Thomas Stafford Trust. The original Thomas Stafford
Trust was established in 1607. Under the terms of his will, Thomas Stafford empowered his son-in-law Sir Arthur
Savage and others to build what became known as the Stafford Almshouses, for the needy of the Parish of
Shenley Church End. The current charity was set up following the sale of the Almshouses. In 1984, the proceeds
from the sale were invested with COIF Charities Investment Fund and it is the interest in this investment which
provides the Trust with its income. This is distributed at the discretion of the Trustees, within the criteria set out
in the Trust document and also with the Charity Commission guidelines.
Trustees are the Vicar and Churchwardens of St Mary’s church, four nominated by Shenley Brook End and
Tattenhoe and Shenley Church End Parish councils and two co-opted by the Trustees.
The Trust can issue a grant to anyone in need living in our Parish. We can award grants for any reasonable thing
and have made awards to cover such things as electricity and gas bills, TV licences, furniture, bedding, clothing,
school trips and medical equipment.
If you think you may benefit from a grant please contact us for an application form.
Lastly, there have been reports over the past few weeks on social media of vehicles being broken into in the
parish. It is possible that not all of the incidents have been reported to police.
Can I take the opportunity to remind you that if you have been the victim of any vehicle crime or any other
crime to report the matter to the police, even if nothing has been stolen or no damage has been done? This will
give the police an idea of what is actually happening in the area. If they haven’t been told they can’t take any
steps to try to improve the situation. Please call Thames Valley Police on 101 to report any incident.

Michele Chapman
Chairman Community Committee

Planning & Environment Committee Report
Around Christmas and the New Year it is always quieter on the planning application front, having said that we
still researched and discussed just over 30 applications over the 3 months including outline planning for 155
new dwellings in Kingsmead South.
Karen, our Allotments and Landscape Officer and our Parish Warden Oliver have been joined by two new wardens
AJ and Paul. The new ‘’Team’’ of the Wardens and Karen have been extremely busy dealing with an
unprecedented amount of litter around most of the parish, as per usual they were helped by the Macintyre’s
‘’Green Genies’’ group, we thank you all for the sterling work you have done clearing the mountain of litter from
around our Parish. Clearing the litter didn’t stop the team from continuing with program of cleaning street signs
around our estates.
As spring approaches we hope you will all be able to notice the general improvements in the landscaping around
the parish as our own Team of wardens and our team of contractors take on more of the landscaping and the
reduction of the litter left around our parish.
Please remember the Parish Council is not responsible for landscaping or litter picking the verges along the grid
roads or on Parks Trust land.
If you are thinking of growing more fruit and vegetables or considering it for the first time we still have a few
vacant allotment plots available, for more information contact our Allotment and Landscape Officer Karen
Wheeler via the Parish Council Office.

Kevin Geaney
Chairman Planning & Environment Committee
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Are you looking to improve your skills, abilities and confidence?
We can help you!
It can sometimes be difficult to know where to start if you have decided to start looking for
new opportunities or are looking for some short courses to give your confidence a boost.
Works for Us offers free advice, workshops and short courses to help you build self-esteem, gain
confidence, look for volunteering opportunities that will help you improve your skills, and search for paid work. We
provide a range of sessions focusing on personal development, inter personal and employability skills.
Our courses include:
Confidence, interpersonal skills and assertiveness workshops
Is This Me? - Building your confidence to not only explore which direction you’d like your life to go in, but to go for
it!
Empowerment Skills - Understanding the way our brain works to help us manage our stress, anger, anxiety and
depression. How to use assertiveness, mindfulness and relaxation to increase our sense of personal wellbeing.
Growing Together - Learn about self-esteem, self-belief, self-talk and habits. Build an understanding of anger,
strengths and goal setting.
Relax & Explore - Build confidence skills and interact with others whilst also building self-esteem.
Interpersonal Skills - Simple, clear strategies to improve all relationships at home and work. Explore a range of
alternative ways of communicating and gain the confidence and motivation to make informed choices for change.
Yoga for Wellbeing - Open to all ages and abilities
Arts, crafts and sewing skills sessions
Mosaics with Marta - Have a go at crafts or just have a drink and a chat. Ideal for those who would like to boost
their confidence.
Sew & Sew - Learn to sew and learn new sewing skills.
Create Confidence Through Art - A relaxing group where you can create art whilst building your confidence and
having a chat.
Sensory Book Project - Learn and develop new skills whilst working together with like-minded people towards a
common goal. Find support, make new friends and build your confidence.
Confidence with Computers - Learn computer basics from Microsoft office to improving the performance of your
computer.
Have Fun with eBay - Learn how to set up an account, buy and sell plus even set up a business in selling.
Employability skills
Confident to work – a holistic and tailored course recognising the needs of parents and carers when considering
employment/training.
Just the Job - Build your transferable skills to enable you to not only find the job that you’d like, but help you apply
and interview for it.
You’re the Boss - In this introduction to enterprise you will learn how to set up and market your own business.
Job Club - Supported advice and training to help you find and apply for jobs, both voluntary and paid.
Coaching sessions – Individual sessions to help you change the way you think, to reduce stress, anxiety and other
problematic areas in your life.
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
We also provide an information, advice and guidance service to help you to achieve your aims, and a tailored
volunteering support service to find a role that will help you gain confidence and skills.
Please either call in at our offices, or contact us if you would like to find out more and book a session. Check
out our website www.worksforus.org, phone us on 01908 200186 or email info@worksforus.org.uk for more
information. Norfolk House West (first floor), 433 Silbury Boulevard, Milton Keynes, MK9 2AH. Opening hours:
Monday – Thursday 9:30 – 4:30. Please note our office is closed on a Friday.

Western Power Distribution launches sustainable energy project trial in
Furzton
Western Power Distribution (WPD) is inviting selected Furzton residents to take part in an
exciting free trial project. By installing a state-of-the-art Tesla Powerwall battery,
households can collect and store solar electricity, and power an average home for a full
day.
Ben Godfrey, WPD’s Project Manager, explains “The installation is free and all we ask is
that householders report back via a short online survey”
To find out more or to take part in the trial, call Nigel Rowlson on 01908 991606.
www.wpdconnectandmanage.co.uk launching soon. Communications events taking place in the
spring.
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Community Centre Information
SHENLEY BROOK END

SOUTH FURZTON

Shenley Brook End
Community Centre

Blackmoor Gate, Furzton.

Egerton Gate, Shenley Brook End.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 649434
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Life Lite Educational Saturday School
◆ House On The Rock
◆ Slimming World
◆ Sugar Guild
◆ Little Stars Nursery

Community Centre
Telephone for bookings:
Call Jo Fasolo on 07739 800840
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Wing Chun ◆ Tai Chi
◆ Fitness & Self-defence
◆Mums & Tots ◆ Nifty 60s
◆ Red Dragon Karate
◆Pilates ◆ Soccer Tots
◆Bridge Club

OAK TREE CENTRE
Wallinger Drive, Shenley Brook End
Telephone for bookings
01908 410840
◆ BUGZ after school club (ages 7-11)
Monday 5.30-6.45pm
◆ ‘Drop In’ meetings Monday 2-4pm
◆ Little Acorns (0-2 years) Tuesday
10-11.30am Term Time
◆ Acorns (2-4yrs) Thursday 10-11.30am
Term Time

OXLEY PARK
Oxley Park Community Centre
Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park

SHENLEY BROOK END

EMERSON VALLEY
SOUTH

Shenley Brook End
Village Hall

Whitehorse Drive, Emerson Valley

Church End Road, Shenley Brook End

Telephone for bookings:
Call Margaret on 01908 521530
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Pilates with Carolyn
Monday7.30pm-8.30pm
◆ Yoga with Katie Tuesday -6.30-8.00pm
and 8.15-9.15pm with Jo
◆ Cha-Cha Chimps Wednesday 10am-11am
and every other Sunday
◆ Thistle Scottish Dance Club Wednesday
8pm-10pm
◆Brownies Wednesday 6-7.30pm
◆ Ragdolly Annas Monday
10.30am-11.30am
◆ AA Group Saturday 6.30-8.30pm
◆ Yoga with Jo Thursday 6.15-7.15pm
◆ Greater Love Church Sunday
◆ Rainbows Tuesday 5-6.15pm

NORTH FURZTON
Ridgeway Community Centre
Dulverton Drive, North Furzton
For Mon to Fri bookings call Lynne on
07810310716 or for Saturday bookings
Sam Seaton on 07920 884944
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Beavers & Cubs
◆ Geological Society (1st Tues month)
◆ Maths & English Clubs
◆ Naiken System
◆ Zumba Gold
◆ Glow Fitness
◆ Square Dancing
◆ Taekwondo
◆ Furzton Tots Pre-school
◆ Church of the Servant King
◆ Brownies
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River Valley Centre
Telephone for bookings:
Call Nikki on 07854 402864
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ The Wendy House (Pre-School)
◆ Rainbows ◆ Brownies ◆ Guides
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Slimming World
◆Sunday Mornings Church Meeting
◆ Windmill Hill Allotment Society

EMERSON VALLEY
NORTH
Emerson Valley
Community Centre
Roeburn Crescent, Emerson Valley
Telephone for bookings:
Call Sally on 07527 179712
Regular Users of the Centre
◆Howe Park Scout Group
◆Ducklings Pre-school
◆Line Dancing ◆ Zumba
◆W.U.M.A Martial Arts
◆Weightwatchers ◆ Sadies Dance

SHENLEY LODGE
Shenley Lodge Meeting Place
Faraday Drive, Shenley Lodge
Telephone For bookings:
Call Steve on 07505 900686
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Servants of God Ministry
◆ Shenley Lodge Pre-School
◆ Shenley Christian Fellowship
◆Reflection - Meditation Group
◆Kathak - Classical Indian Dance
◆Karate

Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 524482
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Little Owls Children’s Centre
◆ Kingsmead Pre-school
◆Pilates & Yoga
◆ Cub Scouts Rainbows & Brownies
◆Ragdolly Annas
◆Disco Babies
◆ Zumbini ◆ Socatots
◆Baby Massage & Yoga Classes
◆ Insanity Fitness
◆ Embroiderer’s Guild (MK Branch)
◆ Taekwondo
◆Starshine Yoga for Children
◆Ballroom Dancing
◆ Arabic Classes ◆ Telltale Tots

TATTENHOE
Tattenhoe Pavilion
Holborn Crescent, Tattenhoe.
Telephone for bookings:
Call 01908 749038
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ahmadmus Muslim Association
◆ EJP Football League
◆MK Seishin Aikido Club
◆ Tattenhoe FC
◆ MK College
◆ Zumba with Yasmin

WESTCROFT

Westcroft Meeting Place
Wimborne Crescent,
Westcroft.
Telephone for bookings:
Call Danielle on 01908 377251
Regular Users of the Centre
◆ Ducklings Pre-school
◆ First Class Learning
◆ Weightwatchers
◆ Scouts
◆ Rainbows
◆ Brownies

Spring 2017

What’s On?
Furzton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 7-9pm
Ridgeway Community Centre, Dulverton Drive, North
Furzton
Howe Park Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Mondays
6-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Tuesdays
6.30-8pm
Westcroft District Centre, Wimborne Crescent
Scouts (age 10-14) Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Emerson Valley Meeting Place (North), Roeburn
Crescent Contact Janette on 01908 503093 or visit
our website: http://howeparkscouts.org.uk
Loughton Scout Group
Beavers (age 6-8) Thursdays 5.45-7pm
Cubs (age 8-10) Wednesdays 6.30-8pm
Scouts (age 10-14) Thursdays 7-9pm
Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road, Loughton
Milton Keynes Junior Badminton Club
Meet at Shenley Leisure Centre for 8-18 years,
intermediate upwards. Runs two sessions, Saturday
Term Time 12.30-2.30pm, 2.30-4.30pm. Contact
Heather Taylor on 01908 520601 for further details
Shenley Christian Fellowship
All activities at the Oak Tree Centre, Wallinger Drive/
Manifold Lane, Shenley Brook End:
Every Sunday morning 10.30-12 noon, creche available
and every Sunday evening 6.30-7.30pm
BUGZ after school club (ages7-11) Monday 5.30-6.45.
Little Acorns Tuesday 10-11.30am (Bumps-2yrs),Acorns
Thursday 10-11.30 (2-4yrs) term time only.Call Ross on
01908 410840 or Carrie on 07714705933.
‘Drop In’: Call in for a ‘cuppa’, chat & relax, or join in
with one of our activities. Every Monday, 2pm to 4pm.
Shenleys and Loughton Women’s Institute
2nd Tuesday afternoon of every month except August 2.30pm Loughton Memorial Hall, Bradwell Road,
Loughton. New members always welcome. For more
information: Call Barbara on 01908 503885
Shape Changers Square Dance Club
We are a new club formed to take beginners through
the basic steps of square dancing. We meet on
Thursday evenings 8 - 10pm at Ridgeway Community
Centre, Furzton. All are welcome £4 per session
Contact Susie on 01280 816940
Zumba Fitness Classes
Every Tuesday evening 7:30 - 8:30 at Tattenhoe
Pavilion.
Every Thursday evening 7:20 - 8:10 & 8.15 - 9.10 Oxley
Park School Saturday morning 10.15 - 11.15 at Oxley
Park School Contact Yasmin on 07966488727 or
email yasmin@zumba.uk.com for more information
Alzheimer’s Society Support Group
Information support & advice for anyone affected by
dementia - Contact Dee Cope 01908 232612 for
information or email dee.cope@alzheimers.org.uk
1st Oxley Park Rainbows and Brownies
Wednesdays, Rainbows 4.30 - 5.30, Brownies 6.00 -

7.30pm, Girls aged 5-7 Rainbows - 7-10 Brownies
Oxley Park Community Centre, Redgrave Drive, Oxley
Park. Contact Cat on 01908 522308 or 07713
238899 or email cat.oxlepkrainbows@live.co.uk
Milton Keynes Social Dance Club (MKSDC)
We are a sequence/ballroom dance club for the over
55s. we meet each Wednesday afternoon at Wilton Hall
1.30 - 4.00pm (£4.00 per session) and every Friday
afternoon at Coronation Hall, Stoke Road, Bletchley
1.45 - 4.00pm (£3 per session). All welcome to either
meeting or indeed both. Contact: Claire on 01908
311576 or just come along.
St. John Badgers
Boys and Girls aged 5-10 years, Mondays 6.30 7.30pm. Held at St. John Ambulance Headquarters,
Blackmoor Gate, Furzton. Contact Linda Firth on
01908 561328 for more information
Thistle Scottish Dance Club
Scottish Country Dancing for all abilities in a small,
friendly & fun group. Wednesdays 8-10pm at Shenley
Brook End Village Hall - £3 per session. email
jangeverybusy@me.com or just come along
North Furzton Brownies
Girls aged 7-10 Tuesday term time only 6-7.30pm
Ridgeway Centre Dulverton Drive. Contact Beverley
01908 505338
St. Giles Church (off Portishead Drive, Tattenhoe)
Sunday morning worship each week 9.30am. Childrens
Church 2nd Sunday of the month at 11am. Evensong
twice a month at 6.30pm. Contact
www.watlingvalley.org.uk or phone Steve on 01908
520090
Weight Watchers Shenley Brook End Community Hall
Thursdays 7pm
Hertsmere Leisure-After School Sports Programme
(8-11 year olds) at Bletchley Leisure Centre
Football Mondays 4-5pm. Indoor Cricket Tuesdays
4-5pm. Smash Up Badminton,Basketball & Dodgeball
Wed 4-5pm. Street Golf & Indoor Tennis Thurs
4.30-5.30pm. Contact Chris on 07818513744
chris.bryden@miltonkeynesleisure.co.uk for info.
Bollydance - Dance Studio Shenley Brook End School.
Adult and Children classes. Contact Rachel on
07500968631

To publicise an event in our FREE ‘What’s On’ listing,
send details to the address on page 4, or e-mail:
rebecca.zimmerman@shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk

Don’t forget that the Trades Directory is still available
on the Parish website along with much more news
and information at: www.shenleybrookend-pc.gov.uk.
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Milton Keynes Council is keen to recruit people who
can offer a safe and loving home for a child/young
person in care. We are especially seeking carers for
teenagers. As a Milton Keynes Council foster carer you will be
provided with a generous allowance plus support and training.
Our foster carers come from all walks of life and across a diverse
community. They offer children and young people a nurturing,
caring home environment where they can begin to thrive and reach
their full potential. It’s a challenging role; one which will always
ask for a great deal of input and support from you. However in
providing a home to a child/young person who is unable to live with their family for a period of time you
will be creating a wonderful experience for everyone involved.
For further information contact: Fostering Duty desk: 01908 253206 or click on: www.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/fostering

Milton Keynes Junior Badminton Club is 25 years old this year, still continuing to

encourage and inspire the next generation of badminton players. We offer a friendly environment
for intermediate through to tournament level. MKJBC have 2 two hour sessions every Saturday Term Time
at Shenley Leisure Centre, between the hours of 12.30pm-2.30pm for intermediate players upwards and
2.30pm-4.30pm for our more advanced players up to county level. The ages we cater for are 8 to 18 years. If
you have an aspiring young badminton player who may be interested in finding out more please feel free to
email our club at mkjbc@hotmail.co.uk
All our sessions are run by quality Badminton England coaches and consist of fitness training and skills. We
have once a month tournaments in club to
challenge our members, and a couple of
tournament party sessions twice a years for
awards etc.
Here you can see some of our members having
fun with the MK50 Celebration. Happy 50th
Birthday Milton Keynes from all at MKJBC.

Age UK Milton Keynes recognises the vital role that socialising plays in keeping us all
healthy and happy: it’s better to be “happy well” than “sad sick”. Research has shown that the
most important influences on whether we experience a good, rather than a bad, quality of life in
older age are one’s social relationships, and having social roles and activities.
Services and support provided by Age UK Milton Keynes ensure that every week hundreds of older people in the
borough have something to look forward to. They know that they will be meeting up with friends at one of the
charity’s lunch clubs, or being visited by a volunteer befriender, or maybe they volunteer at an Age UK Milton Keynes
shop.
Age UK Milton Keynes’ services and support are designed to help older people maintain friendships and develop new
relationships. Whether it’s the Technology Help Service showing you how to use Skype on your computer to speak to
relatives abroad, or the Information & Advice Service ensuring you don’t miss out on benefits you’re entitled to, the
charity works to improve quality of life for people over 55 living in Milton Keynes.
Loneliness is not an inevitable part of old age, but it is more common in people over the age of 85 and can speed up
cognitive decline and memory problems. If you, or someone you know, could benefit from a bit of company or the
chance to have a chat on a regular basis, Age UK Milton Keynes can arrange for a Befriender to visit.
Befriending is open to all older people in the borough of Milton Keynes. The volunteer befrienders are able to help
fill in forms and can chat through many of the concerns that an older person may have. The Information & Advice
Service can help with more complicated queries.
Contact Age UK Milton Keynes on 01908 550700 or visit the website www.ageukmiltonkeynes.org.uk if you, or
someone you know, could benefit from a bit of support.
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